
Y2Q4 – Lesson 12 © The Biblical Path of Life 1 

Jesus in the Old Testament 

The Promised One and His Messenger 

Lesson 12 

 

Key Verse 

John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that 

cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.  

—John 1:15 

 

Key Verse Thought: Read the Key Verse. Understand that “John” in this verse, is John 

the Baptist (whom we will learn about in this lesson). His job was to tell the people that God sent 

Jesus – the Promised One that the people had been told God would send. Jesus, who came after 

John (for John prepared the way for Him), really was before John (remember – Jesus is God who 

has always been here. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God” (John 1:1). This may be difficult to comprehend. Recognize that Jesus is the 

Word). 

 

Emphasis: We are to recognize that Jesus is the One promised from the beginning, and 

to remember that Jesus came to turn our hearts to God. We are faithfully to go to church, for that 

is where we learn more about Jesus and how to obey His commands. 

 

Lesson Summary: In our next lesson as we end our study of the Old Testament, we will 

recognize that God’s people seemed unable consistently to live according to God’s Word. God 

had to keep sending men to remind them. With that understanding, we find that the Old 

Testament closed with a curse. Nevertheless, the promise of One to set man free from that curse 

was found throughout the Old Testament. In this lesson, we will remember, again, that God 

always keeps His promises. 

In Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament, we read of a promise God made to His 

people to send a messenger who would prepare the way for Jesus (see Malachi 3:1-3). In this 

lesson, we will learn that messenger was John the Baptist (see Matthew 11:14: “And if ye will 

receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come”). He did the job God sent Him to do:  he prepared 

the way for Jesus. 

When Jesus came, He came to the Temple – just as God had promised. We will see that 

Jesus’ parents took Him to the Temple first, but as he grew, Jesus spent much time in the Temple 

and even the synagogues (where the worship and instruction of God took place). When He went, 

some people believed, but some did not. Nevertheless, Jesus never stopped going to the 

synagogues or the Temple. We will learn, by Jesus’ example, the importance for us to go to 

church today: for that is where the worship and instruction of God continues to take place. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 

• Monday: Malachi 3 

• Tuesday: Malachi 4  

• Wednesday: Matthew 11  

• Thursday: Mark 1  

• Friday: Luke 1  

• Saturday: Proverbs 22
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Jesus in the Old Testament 

The Promised One and His Messenger 

1. God’s Promise 

• The promise 

• John the Baptist 

2. God’s Promise Revealed 

• The promise 

3. God’s Promise Fulfilled 

• John born 

4. The Lord Shall Suddenly Come – To His Temple 

• Jesus is born 

• Jesus at the Tempe and synagogues 

5. The Importance of Church 

• Jesus’ example 

• Our commission 
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Note: Remember that God sent one last prophet (Malachi) to call His people back into 

repentance before a period of about four hundred years of silence. By that same prophet, God 

promised, once again, that He would send the Promised One. However, God also promised to 

send a messenger (Elijah) that would prepare the way for the Promised One. In this lesson, we 

will look at that messenger first, and then the Promised One. 

 

1. God’s Promise (Malachi 3) 

Do you remember the Promised One that all of the Old Testament people were to be 

watching and waiting for? We now know that the Promised One was God, Himself, born as 

Jesus. “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 

as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Now also understand 

that God promised to send a messenger to prepare the way for that Promised One. Read again, 

what we learned in Malachi.   

 

1. Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 

me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, 

even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall 

come, saith the LORD of hosts. 2. But who may abide the day of his 

coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's 

fire, and like fullers' soap: 3. And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 

silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 

(Malachi 3:1-3) 

  

God revealed that He would send a special messenger to prepare the way before God, 

Himself, came born as Jesus. My messenger was “John the Baptist;” and the Lord, whom they 

seek, was “Jesus.” God compared the coming of Jesus with “a refiner's fire, and like fullers' 

soap.” A refiner’s fire means “a precious metal that was heated until it became a liquid so that 

all of the impurities could rise to the top to be removed.” A fullers’ soap means “used to rub and 

scrub clothing until the stains were washed away.” Each of these can be compared to what Jesus 

would do when he came – remove the impurities and sin from man.   

As we have learned, about four hundred years passed between the Old Testament and 

New Testament writings. Although God’s people had not heard a new Word from God in about 

four hundred years, they continued to serve Him. One of the last Words God left with His people 

was that he would send a Messenger to prepare the way for that Promised One, and that He 

would suddenly come to His Temple (see Malachi 3:1). Also, remember the other clue God’s 

people were to look for.   

 

5. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 

great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6. And he shall turn the heart of the 

fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I 

come and smite the earth with a curse. (Malachi 4:5-6) 

  

God told His people of “Elijah the Prophet” (the Messenger) who would come (see 

Malachi 4:5).  
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Even though there was a four hundred years’ silence after Malachi’s words, God’s people 

were to still be waiting and watching. In Luke, we read of an angel appearing to a priest, 

Zacharias, who told him that he and his aged wife would have a son, John. Notice the special son 

that this would be.   

 

13. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is 

heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his 

name John … 15. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord … 16. 

And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 

17. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn 

the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. (Luke 

1:13-17) 

  

Understand that Elijah is spelled Elias in the New Testament. 

 

A Deeper Path: Remember that Isaiah too, wrote of one who would prepare the way of 

the Lord. “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God” (Isaiah 40:3). We know that one was John the 

Baptist (see Matthew 17:10-13 and/or Luke 1:13-17). 

Jesus confirmed this when He taught the people the importance of John the Baptist. “7. 

And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out 

into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? 8. But what went ye out for to see? A 

man clothed in soft raiment? … 9. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto 

you, and more than a prophet. 10. For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my 

messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 11. Verily I say unto you, 

Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: 

notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he … 13. For all the 

prophets and the law prophesied until John. 14. And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was 

for to come. 15. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Matthew 11:7-15). Notice especially in 

verse ten, “Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before 

thee.” Jesus was quoting from Malachi 3:1 (I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 

way before me). Recognize that in verse fourteen of Matthew 11, Jesus confirmed this, “And if 

ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come” by reminding them of Malachi 4:5-6. 

 

2. God’s Promise Revealed (Luke 1) 

Keep in mind that around four hundred years had passed since God had given a promise 

of a messenger who would prepare the way for Jesus. Suddenly, there were angels visiting 

people (think of Zacharias, Mary, and Joseph) telling them that Jesus would be born. In Luke, we 

read of an angel appearing to a priest, Zacharias, who told him that he and his aged wife would 

have a son. They were to name him John.     

Read as we are introduced to this particular priest, Zacharias, and his wife, Elizabeth.   

 

5. There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest 

named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the 

daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6. And they were both 
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righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances 

of the Lord blameless. 7. And they had no child, because that Elisabeth 

was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. (Luke 1:5-7) 

  

Not only was Zacharias a priest of the Lord, but also notice how God’s Word described 

them. “They were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances 

of the Lord blameless” (Luke 1:6). They obeyed God and lived lives pleasing to Him. However, 

they were both “well stricken in years” which means they were very old. Moreover, they had 

never had a child. Because they were both very old, it appeared to them that they would never 

have a child. 

Read Luke 1:8-10, and then consider the following. Zacharias served God as a priest in 

the Temple. Because there were many priests, they drew lots to see whose turn it was to burn 

incense at the Temple of the Lord. It was Zacharias time to “execute the priest’s office before 

God” to burn the incense unto the Lord. While Zacharias was serving the Lord, and the other 

priests were outside praying, “11. And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on 

the right side of the altar of incense. 12. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear 

fell upon him” (Luke 1:11-12). Understand that God often speaks to His people while they are 

going about serving the Lord. This is what Zacharias was doing. He was serving the Lord, when 

the angel appeared to him. Remember that this was the first time God had sent a Word to His 

people since the final words of Malachi.   

Notice the special son that this would be.   

 

13. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is 

heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his 

name John. 14. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall 

rejoice at his birth. 15. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and 

shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the 

Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 16. And many of the children 

of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 17. And he shall go before 

him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 

the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready 

a people prepared for the Lord. (Luke 1:13-17) 

  

Remember again, that Elijah is spelled Elias in the New Testament. Can you imagine an 

angel appearing before you, when there had not been a prophet that had spoken a new Word from 

God in over four hundred years? Would you be afraid, too? The angel was reaffirming what 

Zacharias knew concerning what was written in God’s Word, and he was waiting for it to happen. 

Remember that Zacharias and his wife were both very old and had no children. He asked 

the angel how this could happen.    

 

19. And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in 

the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee 

these glad tidings. 20. And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to 

speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou 

believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. (Luke 

1:19-20) 



Y2Q4 – Lesson 12 © The Biblical Path of Life 6 

  

The angel of the Lord that appeared to Zacharias was different from the angel of the Lord 

we saw in the Old Testament (for in the Old Testament it was often the pre-incarnate Christ.  

Here the angel has a name: Gabriel. Remember also that he spoke to Daniel in Daniel chapter 

nine). Gabriel, God’s messenger, had news for Zacharias. Yet, Zacharias had not believed. 

Because of that, he would not be able to speak until the baby was born. That would be at least 

nine months. Can you imagine seeing an angel of the Lord, having a special message given just to 

you, and not being able to tell the story yourself! The best Zacharias could do was to motion and 

write it down. He must have been about to burst! The other priests standing outside waiting 

understood that it was taking a very long time (see Luke 1:21). “And when he came out, he could 

not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned 

unto them, and remained speechless” (Luke 1:22). He could not speak, so he went home. 

So what happened? “And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself 

five months …” (Luke 1:24).   

 

3. God’s Promise Fulfilled (Luke 1)  

Remembering that it would take nine months for the baby to be born, and Elisabeth was 

now expecting a baby, God’s messenger (Elijah that was to come), see what else God was doing. 

“26. And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 

Nazareth, 27. To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 

the virgin's name was Mary” (Luke 1:26-27). God sent Gabriel to Mary three months before 

Elisabeth would have her baby. Read Luke 1:28-35 (if you are in a group setting, read it 

together) and understand the words Gabriel spoke to Mary. Notice that God also let Mary know 

what was going on with her cousin, Elisabeth. “36. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath 

also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. 

37. For with God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:36-37). God left her with those 

encouraging words. Not only would Mary’s conception and birth be miraculous, but Elisabeth’s 

was as well. See Mary’s response. “And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto 

me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her” (Luke 1:38). She was willing to 

fulfill God’s plan for her life.   

Mary immediately left to go visit her cousin, Elisabeth. “39. And Mary arose in those 

days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda; 40. And entered into the house 

of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. 41. And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the 

salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost” 

(Luke 1:39-41). When she arrived, Elisabeth’s unborn baby even recognized that he was in the 

presence of Jesus, Mary’s unborn baby. (This verse goes far to help someone understand that life 

begins at conception – not at birth!) Elisabeth, too, understood. “42. And she spake out with a 

loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 43. 

And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” (Luke 1:42-43). 

Before Mary even told her what she had heard from the angel, Gabriel, Elisabeth already knew. 

The rest of the chapter reveals these two women as they share their hearts after receiving the news 

from the Lord of what He had chosen to do in their lives.   

“And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house” (Luke 

1:56). Elisabeth had her son. “59. And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to 

circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father. 60. And his 

mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John” (Luke 1:59-60). Elisabeth told 
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them his name was John – just as the angel, Gabriel, had told Zacharias to do. When the people 

objected, although Zacharias still could not speak, “And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, 

saying, His name is John. And they marvelled all” (Luke 1:63). When Zacharias obeyed God’s 

command, “And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and 

praised God” (Luke 1:64). He could speak again!   

Next, read the words directed to that son, John. “76. And thou, child, shalt be called the 

prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 77. To 

give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins” (Luke 1:76-77). 

Zacharias understood that this child, John, was the messenger who would prepare the way for 

Jesus. He remembered what God’s Word proclaimed from the beginning of Genesis – that God 

would “visit and redeem His people” (see Luke 1:68). Moreover, that salvation would come 

through the lineage of David, reminding the people of the promise given to Abraham and their 

forefathers through the ages by His prophets. Zacharias understood that his child, John, would be 

the prophet of the Lord, the Christ, who came to provide salvation to all people by the “remission 

of their sins” (remission means “to release one’s sins from the sinner; forgiveness”).  Zacharias 

understood what God was allowing his son, John, to become – the messenger foretold in Malachi 

that would introduce the Christ. “As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger 

before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee” (Mark 1:2). Suddenly, after four 

hundred years, Jesus would appear, being God in the flesh. “And the Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 

grace and truth” (John 1:14).   

 

4. The Lord Shall Suddenly Come – To His Temple  

Now that we understand that God promised to send a messenger to prepare the way for 

the Promised One, we will remember more of that prophecy. “1b. … and the Lord, whom ye 

seek, shall suddenly come …” (Malachi 3:1b).  The Lord, whom they seek, was “Jesus.”   

Do you remember the Promised One they were to be watching and waiting for? That One 

that they sought, He would come into the Temple suddenly. As we have learned, four hundred 

years had passed since God had sent a messenger to His people. Suddenly, there were angels 

visiting people (Zacharias, Mary, and Joseph) telling them that Jesus would be born. It had been 

four hundred years since God had sent a promise of a messenger who would prepare the way for 

Jesus. The Temple was an important aspect of the provision of the coming Messiah.  

Do you remember how difficult it was for God’s people to complete the Temple after 

returning from captivity in Babylon? They had conflict after conflict. Do you remember how the 

people felt once the foundation was laid?   

 

10. And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the 

LORD, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites 

the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the ordinance 

of David king of Israel. 11. And they sang together by course in praising 

and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy 

endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great 

shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house 

of the LORD was laid. (Ezra 3:10-11) 
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The foundation of the Temple of the Lord had been laid, but there was mixed emotion 

when this took place. There was great singing and praising that took place because the foundation 

of the Temple was built. Nevertheless, for those who were very old, those who had seen the 

Temple King Solomon had built, this was a time of great sorrow.    

 

12. But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who 

were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of 

this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many 

shouted aloud for joy: 13. So that the people could not discern the noise 

of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the 

people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. (Ezra 

3:12-13) 

  

This building could never match the glory and beauty of the Temple King Solomon had 

built. Nevertheless, it was still a time of rejoicing for what God had done. He had allowed His 

people to return to their homeland, and the Temple of the Lord was being rebuilt.   

However, if you remember, the building was stopped once again. Therefore, God sent a 

prophet, Haggai with specific, encouraging, words to speak to those leaders: Zerubbabel, Joshua, 

and to the few who remembered the Temple in its former glory.    

 

3. Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how 

do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? 4. 

Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O 

Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of 

the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD 

of hosts: 5. According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye 

came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. 

(Haggai 2:3-5) 

  

The words be strong mean “to strengthen, support; to be courageous, be valiant, be 

helpful; to hold fast; to harden.” They were to not quit, but be courageous and hold fast to the 

task at hand – completing the Temple. However, God also was sensitive to the broken heartedness 

of those who had seen the glory of the former Temple.    

 

7. And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: 

and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts … 9. The 

glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the 

LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of 

hosts. (Haggai 2:7, 9) 

  

God promised the glory that would fill this house would be greater than the glory that 

filled the previous house (the Temple that Solomon had built). For Jesus, Himself, would enter 

into this Temple while He was on earth. The completion of God’s Temple was very important.   

And they completed God’s Temple. 
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God promised to send a messenger to prepare the way for Jesus. Now, we will remember 

the rest of that prophecy. “1b. … to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye 

delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts” (Malachi 3:1b).   

Jesus would enter into that Temple – often.     

Take note especially the following: Jesus’ parents took Him to the Temple. See that they 

first took Him to the Temple eight days after He was born. “27. And he came by the Spirit into 

the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the 

law” (Luke 2:27). Again, they took Him when He was twelve years old. “46. And it came to pass, 

that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing 

them, and asking them questions” (Luke 2:46).   

 

See the following verses of Jesus at the Temple or Synagogue. (If you are in a group setting, 

you may want to choose a few to share together): 

 Matthew 12:9: “And when he was departed thence, he went into their synagogue:”  

 Matthew 13:54: “And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their 

synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished …”  

 Matthew 21:12-15: Jesus cleansing the Temple   

 Matthew 21:23: “And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 

the people came unto him as he was teaching …”   

 Matthew 24:1: “And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple …”  

 Matthew 26:55: “In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against 

a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the 

temple, and ye laid no hold on me.”  

 Mark 1:21: “… and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and 

taught.”  

 Mark 3:1: “And he entered again into the synagogue …”  

 Mark 6:2: “And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue …”  

 Mark 11:11: “And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple …”   

 Mark 11:15-18: Jesus cleansing the Temple 

 Mark 11:27: “And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple …” 

 Mark 12:35: “And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple …” 

 Mark 14:49: “I was daily with you in the temple teaching …”  

 Luke 4:16: “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom 

was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.”  

 Luke 6:6: “And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue 

and taught …”  

 Luke 19:45-47: Jesus cleansing the Temple 

 Luke 20:1: “And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught the people in the 

temple, and preached the gospel …”  

 Luke 21:37-38: “37. And in the day time he was teaching in the temple … 38. And all the 

people came early in the morning to him in the temple, for to hear him.”  

 John 2:14-21: Jesus cleansing the Temple. 

 John 6:59: “These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.”  

 John 7:14, 28: “7. … Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 28. Then cried Jesus in the 

temple as he taught …”  
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 John 8:2, 20: “2. And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people 

came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 20. These words spake Jesus in the 

treasury, as he taught in the temple …”  

 John 18:20: “Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, 

and in the temple …” 

See if you can discover more of them! 

Jesus’ earthly parents took Him to the Temple when He was a child, and He continued to 

go as an adult. He not only went to the Temple, but also the synagogue. The synagogues had 

become common places of Bible teaching and worship. They were started during the Babylonian 

captivity – because the people had no Temple in which to worship God, so they began to meet in 

smaller groups for worship and religious instruction. According to Jesus’ actions, He not only 

went to the synagogue regularly, but He taught there often as well. 

 

5. The Importance of Church  

Today, we do not go to the Temple, for it has been replaced for Christians with the 

church building. The church building is the place that Christians go to meet in smaller groups for 

worship and religious instruction (notice that was the same function as the synagogue?). Jesus 

found it important to go to the synagogue often (according to the verses we just read). Besides 

the worship and instruction, many recognized who Jesus was because of the gathering of people 

in those locations.   

When Jesus came, He made known the sins of the people, and the need for repentance of 

those sins. The people would then be given the choice – to accept Him or reject Him.     

 

See a few of the following examples:   

 Mark 5:22-24, 35-43: A ruler of the synagogue believed in Jesus to heal his daughter 

 Mark 6:2-6: The people did not believe in Jesus 

 Luke 4:16-30: The people of Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth rejected Him, wanting to kill 

Him 

 John 7:28-31: Jesus taught in the Temple, and many did believe on Him 

 

Because Jesus went to the Temple and synagogue often, many of the leaders believed in 

Him. “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the 

Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue” (John 12:42).      

After commanding Jesus’ followers to preach in Jesus’ name among all of the nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem (see Luke 24:46-47), Jesus ascended into heaven. “52. And they 

worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 53. And were continually in the 

temple, praising and blessing God. Amen” (Luke 24:52-53). They were continually in the temple. 

Today we are to attend church often. “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 

as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). Not only are we to attend church to learn more about Jesus, 

helping us to become better Christians, but for much the same reason that Jesus often visited the 

Temple and the synagogues – to encourage and teach others about Jesus.  

 

Reinforcement: God always keeps His promises. He promised from the beginning of 

time to send One who would deliver man from the bondage of sin and death (see Genesis 3:15).  

All throughout the Old Testament, we have read that God constantly reminded His people of that 
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promise. In our study through the Old Testament, we learned that God even added more clues to 

the specific details of that coming – so the people would be watching and waiting for that day. 

Specifically, so that they would recognize Jesus once He came.   

God sent a messenger to prepare the way of the Lord – just as He promised. Moreover, 

Jesus came suddenly – just as God promised. Understand that when Jesus came, He was as a 

refiner’s fire. Jesus and His Words purified some people, while others rejected Jesus’ Words. 

However, all saw Him. More importantly, everyone heard of Him. “And immediately his fame 

spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee” (Mark 1:28). If nothing else, Jesus 

draws man to a time of decision.     

This lesson can be summed up best by the words John recorded for us to read. “6. There 

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7. The same came for a witness, to bear 

witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 8. He was not that Light, but was 

sent to bear witness of that Light. 9. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that 

cometh into the world. 10. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world 

knew him not. 11. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12. But as many as 

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 

name” (John 1:6-12). 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will not only recognize that God 

always keeps His promises, but that Jesus came to turn mankind’s heart to Jesus. Pray we will 

be faithful to attend church – for church is the place where we learn more about Jesus and how 

to obey His commands. 


