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Nehemiah 1-6 

Rebuilding the Walls 

Lesson 9 

 

Key Verse 

… and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 

reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear. 

—1 Peter 3:15b 

 

Key Verse Thought: Read the Key Verse and understand that the way to have a ready 

answer comes by much prayer. In this lesson, we will learn of a mighty man of prayer named 

Nehemiah. When the people in Jerusalem did not know what to do, Nehemiah was always ready 

with a word of hope and encouragement for God’s people 

   

Emphasis: Today, we will learn that prayer is not only important for our own personal 

life to know what God wants us to do, but to also be an encouragement to others with a word of 

hope.   

 

Lesson Summary: Zerubbabel led the first of the people back into the land of Israel. We 

then learned that Ezra led a second group from the land of Babylon into Israel. The Temple of 

the Lord had been rebuilt, but we will learn today that the walls of Jerusalem were broken down 

and the gates were burned. No one had begun to reinforce the city of Jerusalem. 

A message of the condition of Jerusalem was delivered to a man named Nehemiah. He 

was the cupbearer in King Artaxerxes court. (Remember that King Artaxerxes allowed Ezra to 

lead a group into Israel.) When Nehemiah received the message, he immediately prayed. When 

the king recognized he was troubled and asked what it was, Nehemiah told the king his heart’s 

desire – to return to the city of Jerusalem and rebuild the walls and gates. Not only did the king 

send him, but gave him many supplies.  

When Nehemiah returned, he surveyed the damage. He reported to the people what 

needed to be done. The people agreed that the walls and gates needed to be rebuilt. So, they 

began.   

And the enemies made themselves known. Today we will learn of the many troubles the 

enemies caused God’s people as they rebuilt the city walls and gates – and the many times the 

enemies plans were thwarted because of the prayers of Nehemiah and God’s people.   

Even with the threats from the enemies to come in and kill God’s people, they remained 

to the task of building – many with sword or spear in hand. Nevertheless, God was with them, 

the gates were built, and then the walls were finished in fifty-two days. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 

• Monday: Nehemiah 1   

• Tuesday: Nehemiah 2   

• Wednesday: Nehemiah 3   

• Thursday: Nehemiah 4   

• Friday: Nehemiah 5   

• Saturday: Nehemiah 6
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Nehemiah 1-6 

Rebuilding the Walls 

1. Nehemiah, the King’s Cupbearer (Nehemiah 1-2) 

• News from Jerusalem 

• Nehemiah’s prayer and answer 

• Nehemiah’s new job 

2. Nehemiah Led in the Building of the Wall and Gates (Nehemiah 3-4) 

• The building began 

• The opposition 

3. Nehemiah Helped the People Deal with Sin (Nehemiah 5) 

• The rich were charging interest from the poor 

• Nehemiah rebuked the rich 

4. The Wall Completed (Nehemiah 6) 

• More opposition 

• The job finished 
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Note: In our last lesson, we learned that Ezra led the second group from Babylon to 

Jerusalem. Although the Temple was completed, the people had intermarried with the heathen of 

the land – something God had told them not to do. Ezra helped the people eliminate the sin out of 

the land. 

 

1. Nehemiah, the King’s Cupbearer (Nehemiah 1-2) 

As we come to the book of Nehemiah, we find that there are still Jews who have not 

returned to the land of Israel. “The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass 

in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace” (Nehemiah 1:1). 

Nehemiah served in the palace at Shushan. If you remember, this is the same city where Esther 

became queen. Esther had great influence not only in the days that she lived, but obviously, for 

many years to come.    

Nehemiah received a message. “And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the 

captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is 

broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire” (Nehemiah 1:3). Read Nehemiah’s 

reaction to the news. “And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, 

and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven” (Nehemiah 1:4).    

Not only was he greatly saddened, but also, he immediately began to pray.   

Read Nehemiah’s prayer in Nehemiah 1:5-11.   

 he acknowledged God as the God;  

 he recognized that God keeps His promises;  

 he asked for God to hear his prayer; 

 he acknowledged his personal sin and the nations sin against God and His commands;  

 he recognized that God disciplined them through captivity for that sin;  

 he thanked God for His redemption and allowance of many of God’s people to return to 

Israel; 

 he prayed for God’s mercy   

 

Read how he concluded that prayer. “O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive 

to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and 

prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was 

the king's cupbearer” (Nehemiah 1:11). Also, notice that he assumed many others were praying 

for the people in Jerusalem and the state of the city. 

Do you recognize the constant theme in each prayer of God’s people? 

Once again, we are going to read – for the events are clearly stated. Read Nehemiah 2:1-6 

(together if you are in a group setting).   

Especially call attention to: 

 King Artaxerxes was in his twentieth year as king. Remember what we recognized about 

this king last week: Artaxerxes was the son of King Ahasuerus. (Do you remember him 

from when we studied Esther?) Therefore, he was also probably the son of Queen 

Esther. He was also the king that allowed Ezra to lead a group back to Jerusalem.   

 Nehemiah was the king’s cupbearer. 

 Nehemiah’s whole demeanor had changed with the sad news from Jerusalem. 

 When the king asked what was wrong, he was afraid, but he was honest and told the king 

what troubled him. 

 When the king asked his request, Nehemiah immediately prayed. 
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 He told the king his heart’s desire – to go to Jerusalem to restore the city.  

 Notice the queen also sitting by the king (see Nehemiah 2:6),  

 The king wanted Nehemiah to set a time to return to his service. 

 

Read Nehemiah 2:7-20. The king sent letters for safe passage and for supplies to rebuild.  

Moreover, Nehemiah recognized God’s hand upon him. The king had also sent captains of the 

army and horses for the journey. Recognize one thing in particular. “When Sanballat the 

Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that 

there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel” (Nehemiah 2:10). We have 

learned that the enemies of God’s people make themselves known.   

Nehemiah was there for three days before telling anyone why he was there. He also 

surveyed the damage by night to keep anyone from discovering his reason for being there – until 

he was prepared to tell them. “Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how 

Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the 

wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach” (Nehemiah 2:17). Remember the importance 

of a strong wall as the defense of a city. He told the people that God was with him. What was the 

people’s response? “… Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good 

work” (Nehemiah 2:18b). Do you remember that enemy? “But when Sanballat the Horonite, and 

Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, 

and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king?” 

(Nehemiah 2:19). Were they discouraged? Read Nehemiah’s response. “Then answered I them, 

and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise 

and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem” (Nehemiah 2:20). 

Nehemiah recognized the enemy immediately and rebuked them for their scorn against God’s 

people.  Nehemiah trusted God. 

 

A Deeper Path: When God’s people set about to do a great work for Him, the enemy 

always makes himself known. Nevertheless, remember what Nehemiah understood about God 

and His provision. “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath 

chosen for his own inheritance” (Psalm 33:12). When they trusted in God, He would take care of 

them. 

 

2. Nehemiah Led in the Building of the Wall and Gates (Nehemiah 3-4) 

Immediately, they began to rebuild. The third chapter of Nehemiah is a running list of the 

names of the men who repaired gates, and the names of the gates they repaired.   

Once the building began, “But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded 

the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews” (Nehemiah 4:1). The 

enemies, Sanballat and Tobiah, made fun of God’s people and the work they were doing. They 

called them names and made fun of their work. Then God’s people prayed against their enemies 

who were mocking them. And what did the people do? “So built we the wall; and all the wall was 

joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work” (Nehemiah 4:6). They 

placed their trust in God, and they were not afraid of the enemy. However, the enemies were 

multiplying and becoming aggressive. “7. But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, 

and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were 

made up, and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth, 8. And conspired 

all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it” (Nehemiah 4:7-8).   
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What did God’s people do? “Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch 

against them day and night, because of them” (Nehemiah 4:9). The people continued to place 

their trust in God, not fearing man. After prayer, they set up a watch – to look out for the enemy. 

When the people began to be discouraged (see Nehemiah 4:10), the enemy began to 

threaten to sneak up on them to kill them, causing the work to stop (see Nehemiah 4:11). Even the 

Jews who lived outside of Jerusalem heard the threats and rushed to the city to warn the workers 

of imminent danger (see Nehemiah 4:12). Nehemiah then began to arm the people with swords, 

spears, and bows. Nehemiah encouraged the people. “… Be not ye afraid of them: remember the 

Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your 

wives, and your houses” (Nehemiah 4:14). God was with them. The people were to be brave – 

willing to fight for their brothers, sons, daughter, wives, and even their homes. The enemies heard 

that their plans were foiled, so the people returned to work.      

What did Nehemiah do? “And it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my 

servants wrought in the work, and the other half of them held both the spears, the shields, and the 

bows, and the habergeons; and the rulers were behind all the house of Judah” (Nehemiah 4:16).   

Habergeons means “a breastplate or a coat of mail.” Nehemiah set up protection for God’s 

people. See also Nehemiah 4:17-18: “17. They which builded on the wall, and they that bare 

burdens, with those that laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the 

other hand held a weapon. 18. For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and 

so builded. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me.” Many worked with a sword in one 

hand. 

A Deeper Path: When the enemy troubled them, they prayed to God. Remember that this 

was what they were supposed to do. “And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, 

and thou shalt glorify me” (Psalm 50:15). They trusted God to take care of His people. 

Remember what Jesus told his disciples to do on the last night He was with them. “Watch 

and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” 

(Matthew 26:41). He understood that they were humans, and very weak. They needed that prayer 

to strengthen them. Christians too, must pray to be strengthened. 

 

3. Conflict Within the Camp (Nehemiah 5) 

The enemy from without had been seen, and the people were protected from that enemy 

(remember the armed people kept watch). Now we find there is dissention within the city of 

Jerusalem.   

The people began to cry out because of the oppression of the rich over the poor. The rich 

were charging such interest to the poor people that they would never be able to repay the debt 

owed. They were even selling their children into bondage to try to pay their way out of debt. 

“And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words” (Nehemiah 5:6).     

What did Nehemiah do? “Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the 

rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly 

against them” (Nehemiah 5:7). After Nehemiah thought about the problem, he rebuked the nobles 

and rulers. According to God’s Word, the rich were not to exact “usury” (interest) from them.  

See Exodus 22:25: “If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be 

to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury.” And also see Deuteronomy 23:20: 

“Unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not lend upon 

usury: that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand to in the land 

whither thou goest to possess it.” However, that is exactly what the rich were doing, and the poor 
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people could bear it no more. Nehemiah reminded them that this people had been held captive in 

a foreign land, finally gaining freedom. Now they were putting their own people into bondage? 

“… Then held they their peace, and found nothing to answer” (Nehemiah 5:8b). Nehemiah set 

about to correct the sin in the camp. “… It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear 

of our God because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies?” (Nehemiah 5:9). He encouraged 

the rich to restore what had been taken, and give it back to the poor – and they agreed, promising 

to do what Nehemiah asked of them. “… And the people did according to this promise” 

(Nehemiah 5:13b).   

Nehemiah was then made governor in the land of Judah for twelve years (see Nehemiah 

5:14). However, he continued to do the work of rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, and all of his 

servants with him. Moreover, read Nehemiah’s prayer. “Think upon me, my God, for good, 

according to all that I have done for this people” (Nehemiah 5:19).   

 

4. The Wall Completed (Nehemiah 6)  

When the wall was built until their was no breach left, and the enemies had failed to stop 

the work, the enemies approached again – but this time they directly attacked God’s man, 

Nehemiah. “That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in 

some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief” (Nehemiah 

6:2). Did you notice Nehemiah’s insight? (“But they thought to do me mischief.”) He sent a 

message that he had much work to do, and he could not come. Nevertheless, they sent for him 

four times. When Nehemiah would not consent to the trouble they wanted to cause him, see what 

happened.   

 

5. Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time 

with an open letter in his hand; 6. Wherein was written, It is reported 

among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to 

rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their 

king, according to these words. 7. And thou hast also appointed prophets 

to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in Judah: and now 

shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now 

therefore, and let us take counsel together. (Nehemiah 6:5-7) 

  

They then lied about God’s man. The enemies were threatening to send word of an 

insurrection by Nehemiah to be waged against the king. Read Nehemiah’s response to the lie. 

“Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest 

them out of thine own heart” (Nehemiah 6:8).  

When that attempt failed, they tried again. Nehemiah went to see Shemaiah, who had shut 

himself up in his house, and Shemaiah told him to hide in the Temple. “… And he said, Let us 

meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for 

they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee” (Nehemiah 6:10). 

However, Nehemiah refused to run and hide for his life while the people remained in the open, 

continuing the work. Understand that Nehemiah recognized false counsel. “And, lo, I perceived 

that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and 

Sanballat had hired him” (Nehemiah 6:12). And more importantly, Nehemiah prayed. “My God, 

think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, and on the prophetess 
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Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear” (Nehemiah 6:14). The 

enemies had failed again. 

And God blessed. “15. So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month 

Elul, in fifty and two days. 16. And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and 

all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: 

for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God” (Nehemiah 6:15-16). They had 

completed all of the building of the walls in only fifty-two days. Best of all: all of their enemies 

recognized that it was by the hand of God. 

Nevertheless, there were still spies in the camp. “17. Moreover in those days the nobles 

of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto them. 18. For there 

were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law of Shechaniah the son of 

Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. 19. Also 

they reported his good deeds before me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to 

put me in fear” (Nehemiah 6:17-19). 

 

Nehemiah 1-6 at a Glance: 

Chapter 1: While serving in the king’s court in Shushan, he learned of the condition of the walls 

and gates in Jerusalem; his prayer and recognition of God’s promises  

Chapter 2: The king asked Nehemiah why he was sad and Nehemiah made known his request to 

go to Jerusalem to the king (with the queen sitting next to him); he was sent with a 

letter for provisions; surveyed ruins by night; addressed the people telling them to 

rebuild the walls an gates; Sanballat and Tobiah resisted  

Chapter 3: A listing of the men and the gates they rebuilt in Jerusalem  

Chapter 4: Sanballat spoke to fellow Samaritans and Tobiah the Ammonite was with him – 

mocking the rebuilding process in Jerusalem; conspired to fight against Jerusalem; the 

people prayed and continued to build with sword in hand – prepared to fight; if they 

heard the trumpet, go to it and remember God would fight for them  

Chapter 5: The people complained and Nehemiah became angry; people told to not collect 

interest from one another, they agreed to restore and they were to walk in the fear of 

God; Nehemiah governor for twelve years in Jerusalem  

Chapter 6: Sanballat and Tobiah, falsely accused Nehemiah and Jerusalem, plotting evil against 

God’s people, but failed and the walls were completed in fifty-two days – all of the 

enemies and heathen around perceived this was wrought of God 

 

Reinforcement: Nehemiah was a mighty man of God. As we read in this lesson, we 

learned that he prayed often. God placed a burden in Nehemiah’s heart to rebuild the broken 

walls of Jerusalem. Moreover, Nehemiah responded to that call, after much prayer. With that 

prayer, we found he had great insight in recognizing the hand of the enemies as they tried, often, 

to thwart God’s plans. It saved his life many times. Not only that, but by Nehemiah’s leadership, 

we found the people prayed for God’s help. God not only helped them, but the enemies even 

recognized that the walls were built by God’s hand. There is a verse that we too, can remember. 

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 

perseverance and supplication for all saints” (Ephesians 6:18). Not only did Nehemiah pray for 

God to work in his personal life, but in the lives of God’s people. 
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Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will learn to have a burden for 

the things of God, so that when we see a work of God in disrepair, we will want to fix it. Not only 

that, but also to pray for our fellow co-laborers. 

 

 


