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Nehemiah 7-13 

Instructions for the People 

Lesson 10 

 

Key Verse 

But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon 

me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the 

grace of God which was with me. 

—1 Corinthians 15:10 

 

Key Verse Thought: Read the Key Verse. The first half of the verse is helping us 

understand that only one who has asked Jesus into their heart and life can live a life pleasing to 

God, and that is only because of grace. Grace means “the favor and good will of God 

undeservedly given to people; the forgiveness of sin and reconciliation to a holy God.” 

Moreover, because it is an undeserved forgiveness of sin, Christians are to work harder than 

anyone else to please God, obeying His commands. We must remember that we cannot do it by 

ourselves. We can only do it with the help of God. 

 

Emphasis: We are to be strong as Nehemiah. He not only lived a life pleasing to God, 

but he led others to do the same. Christians are to recognize that we have God’s Spirit to help us 

and we are to be faithful to remove sin when we see it in our lives. 

Lesson Summary: In our last lesson, we learned how Nehemiah helped rebuild the city 

walls of Jerusalem, reinforcing the city. Not only that, but we learned of the many times the 

enemy’s plans were thwarted, and God’s people were able to complete the walls in fifty-two 

days.    

Now that the city was reinforced and protected, it was time to organize the people. 

Nehemiah appointed jobs to people and selected men to be rulers in the city. The people gathered 

together and asked Ezra to read the book of the Law to them. After hearing God’s Words, the 

people began to live according to God’s Word. They celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles. This 

was followed with a time of prayer. After acknowledging their sin, they made a covenant with 

God to obey His commands. 

The people drew lots to find out who would live inside of the city of Jerusalem, and who 

would live in the cities around. Then there was a dedication of the completed walls.  

Nehemiah returned to Shushan to serve the king again – just as he had promised. After a 

time, he returned to Jerusalem. When he arrived, he saw much sin – beginning in the house of 

the Lord. Eliashib, the priest, was friends with Tobiah (their adversary) and had allowed him to 

move into the Temple. The Levites were working outside of the city instead of taking care of the 

house of the Lord. The people were working, buying, and selling on the Sabbath – breaking 

God’s commands. They had intermarried with the nations around, again; for the high priest’s 

own grandson had married the daughter of Sanballat, the enemy of God’s people. Nehemiah 

removed and corrected the sins of the people. He prayed for God’s people. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

• Monday: Nehemiah 7-8  

• Tuesday: Nehemiah 9  

• Wednesday: Nehemiah 10  

• Thursday: Nehemiah 11  

• Friday: Nehemiah 12  

• Saturday: Nehemiah 13
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Nehemiah 7-13 

Instructions for the People 

1. Organization of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7) 

• Policies established 

• The returning exiles 

2. Ezra Reads the Law to the People (Nehemiah 8-10) 

• Separation from the strangers of the land 

• Remembrance of what God did, and the people’s covenant 

3. The City of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 11-12) 

• The residents 

• The dedication of the new wall 

4. Nehemiah’s Reformations (Nehemiah 13) 

• Removed Tobiah 

• Reestablished the Sabbath  
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Note: In our last lesson, we learned of Nehemiah’s desire to leave the palace in Shushan, 

where he was the king’s cupbearer. Nehemiah wanted to go to Jerusalem to lead the people in 

rebuilding the city walls. As we read, we found that he strengthened more than the city walls; he 

strengthened the people’s relationship with God as he led them to pray to God for their help. 

 

1. Organization of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7) 

Now that the city walls had been rebuilt, it was important that the city become organized 

– so that it could be maintained. In order to do this, certain jobs had to be appointed and an 

accounting of the people had to be made. “1. Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I 

had set up the doors, and the porters and the singers and the Levites were appointed, 2. That I 

gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem: for he was 

a faithful man, and feared God above many” (Nehemiah 7:1-2). First, we find that Nehemiah 

appointed the men who were to serve at the Temple. The house of the Lord must be taken care of 

first and foremost. Next, Nehemiah chose two men to be placed in charge over Jerusalem.  

Hanani, was Nehemiah’s brother – the same brother who had initially brought Nehemiah the 

message of the condition of Jerusalem. Remember what we read in our last lesson.  

 

1. The words of Nehemiah … as I was in Shushan the palace, 2. That 

Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I 

asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the 

captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3. And they said unto me, The 

remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great 

affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and 

the gates thereof are burned with fire. (Nehemiah 1:1-3) 

  

Hananiah was “a faithful man, and feared God above many” (see Nehemiah 7:2). They 

were the two men Nehemiah entrusted to take care of the city of Jerusalem. Remember that 

Nehemiah had permission to leave his position, as cupbearer to King Artaxerxes, for a time, but 

he must return to Shushan (see Nehemiah 2:6).   

 After the assurance of good leaders, read what Nehemiah declared to them. “And I said 

unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun be hot; and while they stand by, 

let them shut the doors, and bar them: and appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, every 

one in his watch, and every one to be over against his house” (Nehemiah 7:3). It was important 

not only to contain the city, but also to have men appointed to keep watch over the city. 

Understand one of the concerns of Nehemiah. “Now the city was large and great: but the people 

were few therein, and the houses were not builded” (Nehemiah 7:4). When there was a need, God 

provided the solution. “And my God put into mine heart to gather together the nobles, and the 

rulers, and the people, that they might be reckoned by genealogy. And I found a register of the 

genealogy of them which came up at the first, and found written therein” (Nehemiah 7:5). The 

rest of Nehemiah chapter seven tells the genealogies of the people. As they read, they found a few 

people that had to be excluded from the city when their genealogy could not be found recorded in 

the books.  

Before the end of this chapter, we find a giving by the people to the work of the Lord – 

given to the house of the Lord: gold, silver, and priests’ garments (see Nehemiah 7:70-72). 
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“So the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and the singers, and some of the people, 

and the Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; and when the seventh month came, the 

children of Israel were in their cities” (Nehemiah 7:73). 

 

A Deeper Path: It is important not only to ask God for wisdom in each situation, but also 

to recognize when it is something from God. “5. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 

that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him … 17. Every good 

gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom 

is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:5, 17). Nehemiah recognized that God 

had put something into his heart, and he knew just what to do.     

Nehemiah chose faithful men to lead the city – for Nehemiah knew he could not stay. 

These men were to be responsible for God’s city, Jerusalem. “Moreover it is required in 

stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). Even today, Christians are stewards 

of the things God has given to us – and we must be found faithful. 

 

2. Ezra Reads the Law to the People (Nehemiah 8-10) 

Remember that Ezra led the people, “… unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of 

Artaxerxes the king” (Ezra 7:7). And Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem, “… in the twentieth year 

of Artaxerxes the king” (Nehemiah 2:1). This tells us that it was thirteen years after Ezra led the 

people to Jerusalem, having prepared his heart to teach the people the word of the Lord and how 

to live it, when Nehemiah returned, putting the people to work.   

Once the city was restored and organized, the people had a request. “And all the people 

gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before the water gate; and they 

spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 

commanded to Israel” (Nehemiah 8:1). The people united, desiring to hear the book of the Law 

read – which the Lord had commanded.   

 

2. And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of 

men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the 

first day of the seventh month. 3. And he read therein before the street 

that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the 

men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all 

the people were attentive unto the book of the law. (Nehemiah 8:2-3) 

  

Ezra stood behind a pulpit of wood, men on each side of him, as he read God’s Word.  

The Levites caused the people to understand the law read to them (see Nehemiah 8:4-7). “8. So 

they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to 

understand the reading. 9. And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, 

and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD 

your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law” 

(Nehemiah 8:8-9). Tirshatha means “governor.” Notice, the leaders were the ones who taught 

the people. After telling the people not to weep, he told them to go their way and eat, and they 

did, “… because they had understood the words that were declared unto them” (Nehemiah 8:12b).   

They found written in the law that the Feast of Tabernacles was to be celebrated in the 

seventh month (which it was – see Nehemiah 8:2). Moreover, they wanted to obey God’s Word, 

so they built booths according to the Law, and kept the feast for seven days. “17b. … And there 
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was very great gladness. 18. Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in the 

book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a solemn 

assembly, according unto the manner” (Nehemiah 8:17b-18).  

With the reading of God’s Word comes the urgency to obey what is written therein. Not 

only did they celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles, but see what else they did.  

 

1. Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel 

were assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon them. 

2. And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and 

stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 3. And 

they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD 

their God one fourth part of the day; and another fourth part they 

confessed, and worshipped the LORD their God. (Nehemiah 9:1-3) 

  

The people recognized their sin, and repented. Remember, when Ezra first returned to 

Jerusalem, he found that many of the people had intermarried with the nations around. His first 

order of business had been to send those wives and children from the mixed marriages, away. It 

appears the people had fallen into this same sin. Therefore, they separated all the strangers that 

did not belong among them, again. Afterward, they confessed their sins and once again, read the 

book of the Law. Then they worshiped. 

During a time of prayer, they recognized God as the creator of the heavens, the earth, and 

everything in it. They remembered the choosing of Abraham, the father of the nation, and the 

promise that this land would belong to them. They continued to remember all God had done for 

His people (see Nehemiah 9:4-15). In that remembrance came a time of remembering their sins 

against God throughout the generations (see Nehemiah 9:16-18). Nevertheless, especially 

remember that God always forgave His people with his great mercies, continually blessing them 

(see Nehemiah 9:19-25). Then God’s people sinned greatly again, forsaking God – and even His 

prophets (see Nehemiah 9:26). For that, God allowed them to be carried captive into the hand of 

the enemies – but God never forsook His people (see Nehemiah 9:27-31). God always kept His 

promise to His people, and, “Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast 

done right, but we have done wickedly” (Nehemiah 9:33). Although this people had broken 

God’s Laws in the past, “36. Behold, we are servants this day, and for the land that thou gavest 

unto our fathers to eat the fruit thereof and the good thereof, behold, we are servants in it … 38. 

And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and 

priests, seal unto it” (Nehemiah 9:36, 38).   

They made a covenant with God to obey His commands – immediately. 

Nehemiah chapter ten begins with at listing of the people who entered into that covenant 

with God. After the list of names (see Nehemiah 10:1-28), we find the covenant they entered into 

with God. “They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath, 

to walk in God's law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all 

the commandments of the LORD our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes” (Nehemiah 

10:29). The rest of Nehemiah chapter ten (see Nehemiah 10:30-39), lists specifics of that 

covenant. However, we understand they wanted to obey God’s Words. 

 

A Deeper Path: The people had just rebuilt the city walls, and were beginning to be 

established again as a people in their own land. It was important that they desired to hear God’s 
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Word read. See what Christians are to do today. “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of 

the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2). Each new Christian should desire to read 

God’s Word – so they can grow in Christ. Why is it important to read God’s Word? See the 

following verses that help us understand what the reading of God’s Word (the Bible) does for 

God’s people.  

 “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you” (John 15:3).       

 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17).   

 “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word” 

(Ephesians 5:26).   

Just as God’s people recognized their sin after hearing God’s Word read, Christians today 

also recognize sin while reading the Bible.   

When the Israelites heard God’s Word read and recognized their sin, they repented and 

put that sin away from them. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth 

and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). Christians must forsake sin, not hide it 

from others.  Sometimes forsaking sin is a difficult thing to do. 

Just as they had to separate the stranger from among them (again), we too, must separate 

those who are “strangers” (people who are not Christians, or who claim to be a Christian, but live 

contrary to God’s Word). “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the 

tradition which he received of us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6). See also: “17. Now I beseech you, 

brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 

learned; and avoid them. 18. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own 

belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Romans 16:17-18).   

 

3. The City of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 11-12)  

Once the walls fortified the city, the leaders were established, and the people’s hearts 

were right before the Lord, see what was next. “And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem: 

the rest of the people also cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and 

nine parts to dwell in other cities” (Nehemiah 11:1). Not all of the people could live inside of the 

walls of Jerusalem, but the city must be filled. Therefore, they cast lots to decide who would live 

within the city of Jerusalem. Everyone else would live in the cities around. We find a listing of 

those in Nehemiah chapter eleven.   

The wall was dedicated. “And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the 

Levites out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, 

both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps” (Nehemiah 

12:27). See that this dedication took place from this verse in chapter twelve through verse forty-

three of chapter twelve. “Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had 

made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of 

Jerusalem was heard even afar off” (Nehemiah 12:43). 

In addition, the service of the Lord in the Temple was made sure.  

 

44. And at that time were some appointed over the chambers for the 

treasures, for the offerings, for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather 

into them out of the fields of the cities the portions of the law for the 

priests and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites 

that waited. 45. And both the singers and the porters kept the ward of 
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their God, and the ward of the purification, according to the 

commandment of David, and of Solomon his son. 46. For in the days of 

David and Asaph of old there were chief of the singers, and songs of 

praise and thanksgiving unto God. 47. And all Israel in the days of 

Zerubbabel, and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the 

singers and the porters, every day his portion: and they sanctified holy 

things unto the Levites; and the Levites sanctified them unto the children 

of Aaron. (Nehemiah 12:44-47) 

  

Notice that the service to the Lord remained right all of the days of Zerubbabel, and 

Nehemiah. 

 

4. Nehemiah’s Reformations (Nehemiah 13) 

Remember that when Nehemiah was given permission from King Artaxerxes to go to 

Jerusalem, it was with the promise of a return back to the palace to once again serve the king. 

Nehemiah had obviously kept that promise and returned to Shushan to serve the king. 

However, while he was gone, something happened back in Jerusalem. Eliashib, the priest, 

was friends with Tobiah. (Do you remember that he was the adversary who tried to stop the 

building of the wall, and even wanted to kill Nehemiah?) Not only was he friends, but Eliashib 

gave him a room in which to stay inside of the Temple.   

 

4. And before this, Eliashib the priest, having the oversight of the 

chamber of the house of our God, was allied unto Tobiah: 5. And he had 

prepared for him a great chamber … 6. But in all this time was not I at 

Jerusalem: for in the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of 

Babylon came I unto the king, and after certain days obtained I leave of 

the king: (Nehemiah 13:4-6) 

  

Nevertheless, Nehemiah once again returned to Jerusalem. “7. And I came to Jerusalem, 

and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, in preparing him a chamber in the courts 

of the house of God. 8. And it grieved me sore: therefore I cast forth all the household stuff of 

Tobiah out of the chamber” (Nehemiah 13:7). When Nehemiah saw wrong taking place, he took 

action. Nehemiah cast Tobiah out of the Temple. He then commanded that they cleanse the 

chambers. After removing Tobiah and his things, Nehemiah commanded to bring the things that 

had been removed to make room for Tobiah back into their proper place. 

Not only had Tobiah moved in, but the Levites had gone to the fields instead of taking 

care of the house of the Lord – for the Levites had not been receiving their portion (see Nehemiah 

13:10). Much of that could be blamed upon Tobiah. The room he moved into was supposed to be 

the room used for the storage of the things that were commanded to be given to the Levites and 

others (see Nehemiah 13:5).   

Read what Nehemiah did. “Then contended I with the rulers, and said, Why is the house 

of God forsaken? And I gathered them together, and set them in their place” (Nehemiah 13:11). 

He went to the men who had been left in charge. He not only questioned why they had allowed 

God’s house to be forsaken, but he, “set them in their place.” He fixed the problem. Moreover, he 

appointed treasurers over the treasuries, “… for they were counted faithful, and their office was to 
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distribute unto their brethren” (Nehemiah 13:12-13, but especially Nehemiah 13:13b). He placed 

faithful men in charge – to be sure, the Levites had their portion.    

Read what Nehemiah prayed. “Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not 

out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for the offices thereof” 

(Nehemiah 13:14). After all of the good Nehemiah had done, God’s people were in a mess. Many 

sins and problems had to be dealt with. Nehemiah prayed for God’s help. He then set about 

correcting God’s people, according to God’s Word. The first correction he made was the people’s 

breaking of the Sabbath (for they were to do no work on the Sabbath day). Read the following 

verses that they had forgotten to follow.  

 

8. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9. Six days shalt thou 

labour, and do all thy work: 10. But the seventh day is the sabbath of the 

LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 

thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 

stranger that is within thy gates: 11. For in six days the LORD made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh 

day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

(Exodus 20:8-11) 

  

Read what the people were doing (Nehemiah 13:15-16):   

“15. In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing 

in sheaves, and lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they 

brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and I testified against them in the day wherein they 

sold victuals.  

16. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all manner of ware, and 

sold on the sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem.”   

They worked and sold (see Nehemiah 13:13), they bought (See Nehemiah 13:16), and 

Nehemiah testified against them. Testified means “to scold; reprove; to rebuke; to chide.”   

 

Read Nehemiah’s rebukes and corrections (Nehemiah 13:17-19):   

“17. Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is 

this that ye do, and profane the sabbath day?  

18. Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon 

this city? yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath.  

19. And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark before the 

sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not be opened 

till after the sabbath: and some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should no burden be 

brought in on the sabbath day.”   

 Nehemiah told them of the great evil they were doing by profaning the Sabbath. He then 

closed the city gates before the Sabbath so no one could bring in goods to buy or sell.  

 

Read Nehemiah’s further rebukes and corrections (Nehemiah 13:20-22a):   

 “20. So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or 

twice.  

21. Then I testified against them, and said unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye 

do so again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came they no more on the sabbath.  
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22. And I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that they 

should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day …”  

When the city gates were closed and they could not enter to buy or sell, they came for two 

weeks anyway, to try to enter to buy and sell. Nehemiah then threatened their lives if they came 

again – and they did not. Nehemiah did not leave the city gates. He placed Levites to be in charge 

of the city gates, “to sanctify the sabbath day.”  

Then Nehemiah prayed, again. “… Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and 

spare me according to the greatness of thy mercy” (Nehemiah 13:22b).   

However, that was not the only sin of the people. “23. In those days also saw I Jews that 

had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab: 24. And their children spake half in the 

speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews' language, but according to the language of 

each people” (Nehemiah 13:23-24). Not only did he rebuke them and correct them, but he cursed 

them as well. He also reminded them of God’s Word, and even the example of the failing of great 

King Solomon.   

 

25. And I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of 

them, and plucked off their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, 

Ye shall not give your daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters 

unto your sons, or for yourselves. 26. Did not Solomon king of Israel sin 

by these things? yet among many nations was there no king like him, 

who was beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Israel: 

nevertheless even him did outlandish women cause to sin. (Nehemiah 

13:25-26) 

  

After all of this, read what just pushed Nehemiah over the edge. “And one of the sons of 

Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was son in law to Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I 

chased him from me” (Nehemiah 13:28). Not only were the people guilty, but the High Priest’s 

own grandson had married the daughter of Sanballat, the enemy of God’s people. Nehemiah 

chased him away.   

Read Nehemiah’s prayer.   

 

29. Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the 

priesthood, and the covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites. 30. 

Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed the wards of the 

priests and the Levites, every one in his business; 31. And for the wood 

offering, at times appointed, and for the firstfruits. Remember me, O my 

God, for good. (Nehemiah 13:29-31) 

  

A Deeper Path: When Nehemiah saw wickedness within the Temple of God, he 

removed it. He cast out Tobiah, and chased Sanballat away (not to mention the things he 

removed). Do you remember what Jesus did when He saw wickedness taking place in the 

Temple? “13. And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 14. And 

found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 

15. And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the 

sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 16. And said 
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unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of 

merchandise” (John 2:13-16).   

 

Nehemiah 7-13 at a Glance: 

Chapter 7: After completing the wall, porters, singers, Levites and rulers in Jerusalem were 

appointed; established rules for opening the city gates as protection; listed the 

genealogies of returning exiles and their numbers    

Chapter 8: All of the people gathered together and Ezra read the book of the law; all of the 

people worshiped God with faces to the ground and they understood the Words they 

heard; they kept the Feast of Tabernacles  

Chapter 9: A great revival where all of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, Confessed 

their sins, and prayed; remembered what God had done since Abraham  

Chapter 10: A listing of those who sealed the covenant with God; a list of the specifics of that 

covenant  

Chapter 11: cast lots (one of ten) to live inside the city of Jerusalem and a list of them; a list of 

those who lived outside of Jerusalem  

Chapter 12: List of priests and Levites; dedication of the wall of Jerusalem; appointment of 

offices of priests and Levites in Temple  

Chapter 13: After reading the Law they separated from them all those who were not Jews; 

Nehemiah contended with the rulers when he returned and set them in their place (he 

made many reformations – especially in the Temple) 

 

Reinforcement: One of the truly sad parts of the book of Nehemiah is that without the 

constant reproof and presence of Nehemiah, the people did not continually obey God. They 

quickly forgot God’s Word, reverting back into their comfortable lifestyles – living however they 

wanted. If we are not careful, we too, will enter into that same trap that the Israelites did once 

they returned to Jerusalem. However, Christians today have a great advantage that God’s people 

did not have in the Old Testament. Each person who gives their heart to Jesus has God’s Spirit 

given to them – to help them know right from wrong. The people in Jerusalem had Nehemiah.  

Nevertheless, when he left, they forgot. God’s Spirit, that Jesus called the Comforter, never 

leaves a Christian, so they should never forget. Remember what Jesus told His disciples before 

He left them. “15. If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16. And I will pray the Father, and he 

shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17. Even the Spirit of 

truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye 

know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:15-17). That Comforter Jesus 

left helps us to obey God’s commandments written in the Bible. We have no excuse! 
 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will live faithfully as we have 

learned Nehemiah did, remembering that we have God’s Spirit to help us. Not only that, but 

when we recognize sin, we are to remove it from our lives. 

 

 


