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Ezekiel 33-48 

Judah’s Future 

Lesson 2 

 

Key Verse 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 

the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 

Lord.  

—1 Corinthians 15:58 

 

Key Verse Thought: Read the Key Verse. We are to understand what it means to be 

“stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.” That means: not changing or 

moving, but being more abundant or distinguished than somebody else in reference to doing 

something. We are to try to be the best Christian living for Jesus than anyone else around us – for 

we know that even though it may be very difficult (labour), we also know that our life will not be 

fruitless in God’s eyes. 

 

Emphasis: We are to remain true to the task God places before us, no matter how 

difficult it may seem – even if people ignore us and reject God’s Word (just as they did to 

Ezekiel), when we tell others about Jesus.   

 

Lesson Summary: God called Ezekiel again, to be a watchman to Israel. He was to 

continue warning the people – especially the children of God’s people. The children would be 

the ones who would eventually return to Jerusalem. God warned Ezekiel that he would be 

accountable to God if he was not faithful to speak the Words God gave him to speak.   

While Ezekiel was warning God’s people, a messenger came with the news that 

Jerusalem had been smitten (defeated; destroyed). Ezekiel proceeded to remind them why 

Jerusalem had been destroyed. Although the people listened to the message, they did not adhere 

to the teachings.  

Ezekiel had to remind the people why they lost their homeland and their beloved city, 

Jerusalem. It was because they forsook God and worshiped idols instead. Nevertheless, after this 

reminder, they were encouraged with the words that God would one day restore their homeland 

to them. After these words, God gave Ezekiel an unusual visual to help him understand what 

God would do for His people one day. God took Ezekiel to a valley full of dry bones and told 

him to preach the Word of the Lord to them. When he did, the bones were rejoined and skin 

covered them again. After God breathed life into them, those dead bones lived. It was a picture 

of the dead, desolate nation Israel would be when God would one day restore them.   

God would join the divided kingdom as one nation with one king, they would reject 

idolatry once and for all and God would be their God, and God then gave the promise of Jesus.  

Jesus would be the king over God’s people, the one shepherd, and he would be their prince – 

forever. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

• Monday: Ezekiel 33-35   

• Tuesday: Ezekiel 36-38   

• Wednesday: Ezekiel 39-41   

• Thursday: Ezekiel 42-44   

• Friday: Ezekiel 45-46   

• Saturday: Ezekiel 47-48 
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Ezekiel 33-48 

Judah’s Future 

1. Ezekiel Called to be the Watchman (Ezekiel 33:1-20) 

• Sound the trumpet 

• Warning of failure to sound the trumpet 

2. Jerusalem is Smitten (Ezekiel 33:21-33) 

• Their great fear had come to pass 

• The destruction came because of their sin 

3. What God Told Ezekiel (Ezekiel 36) 

• Remember why they lost their land 

• God promised to restore their land 

4. What God Showed Ezekiel (Ezekiel 37) 

• The valley of the dry bones 

• The joining of two sticks into one 

• The promise again of Jesus 
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Note: In our last lesson, we learned that Ezekiel was carried away captive during the 

second invasion of Jerusalem. He was carried into the land of Babylon, where God called him to 

be a watchman to His people. God wanted Ezekiel to tell the people exactly why they had been 

taken from their homeland (because of their idolatry and sin), and for that, they would know that 

God, He is the God. Remember that God told Ezekiel specifically to speak to the children of the 

captives, for they would be the ones to return to Jerusalem one day to rebuild God’s city. Each 

one of them was accountable for his or her own life, for they would not be held accountable for 

their father’s sins of idolatry – if they would turn from their sin to God. God promised to give 

them a heart of flesh for His Word to be written into – so they would not sin against God. 

 

1. Ezekiel Called to be the Watchman (Ezekiel 33:1-20) 

Once again, we read that God made a specific call to Ezekiel with a specific task.   

 

1. Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2. Son of man, 

speak to the children of thy people, and say unto them, When I bring the 

sword upon a land, if the people of the land take a man of their coasts, 

and set him for their watchman: 3. If when he seeth the sword come 

upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; 4. Then 

whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if 

the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own 

head. 5. He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his 

blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh warning shall deliver his 

soul. (Ezekiel 33:1-5) 

  

Notice, once again, who it was that Ezekiel was to specifically address: “speak to the 

children.” God sent a watchman (Ezekiel) because He wanted His people to know that the sword 

upon them was allowed by God so they would be warned of their great sin before Him. Ezekiel 

was to give that warning. Ezekiel was the “watchman” who sounded the warning – for all of the 

nation to hear and to respond. What would happen if Ezekiel refused his job? “But if the 

watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the 

sword come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his 

blood will I require at the watchman's hand” (Ezekiel 33:6). Ezekiel would be accountable to 

God for his failure to do what God asked of him. God reiterated, “So thou, O son of man, I have 

set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, 

and warn them from me” (Ezekiel 33:7).   

In Ezekiel 33:8-16, we understand, once again, that God would forgive and restore any 

that would forsake their wickedness and turn to God (remember what we learned last week in 

Ezekiel 18). Any who persisted in sin would die for that sin. As we continue to read, the children 

seemed to argue with God, rejecting what He was saying to them. See what the children of the 

people then said. “Yet the children of thy people say, The way of the Lord is not equal: but as for 

them, their way is not equal” (Ezekiel 33:17). God’s way is equal – not man’s way. The whole 

argument was then repeated in verses 18-19. Read what God said to them then. “Yet ye say, The 

way of the Lord is not equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways” 

(Ezekiel 33:20).   
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A Deeper Path: Children were important to Jesus, too. The children were there while 

Jesus preached, and they were brought to Him. When the disciples rebuked those who brought 

the children close to Jesus for prayer, see what Jesus said. “But Jesus said, Suffer little children, 

and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14). 

Children too, need to hear from Jesus.  

 

2. Jerusalem was Smitten (Ezekiel 33:21-33)  

While Ezekiel was sharing God’s Word with the children of God’s people, they received 

a message. “And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth month, in the 

fifth day of the month, that one that had escaped out of Jerusalem came unto me, saying, The 

city is smitten” (Ezekiel 33:21). Smitten means “to kill; to defeat; to conquer.” What they had 

feared most (and never believed it would happen) had come to pass. Their beloved city, 

Jerusalem, and the Temple of the Lord had been destroyed.   

God wanted the people to understand that all of the warning that Ezekiel had given them 

was important. They were to listen; knowing that what he was telling them was the truth. God 

had promised to destroy the nation, even the city of Jerusalem. But why? “28. For I will lay the 

land most desolate, and the pomp of her strength shall cease; and the mountains of Israel shall be 

desolate, that none shall pass through. 29. Then shall they know that I am the LORD, when I 

have laid the land most desolate because of all their abominations which they have committed” 

(Ezekiel 33:28-29). This would help them understand that God is the Lord, and it was because of 

their sin (“abominations which they have committed”) that caused the destruction of Jerusalem.  

The children of God’s people went to hear the Word of the Lord spoken by Ezekiel.   

 

30. Also, thou son of man, the children of thy people still are talking 

against thee by the walls and in the doors of the houses, and speak one to 

another, every one to his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear 

what is the word that cometh forth from the LORD. 31. And they come 

unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, 

and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth 

they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness. 32. 

And, lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a 

pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy 

words, but they do them not. (Ezekiel 33:30-32)  

 

Just as one listens to a very lovely song and ignores the message within that lovely song, 

the people listened to the words of the Lord preached to them by Ezekiel, yet they still refused to 

adhere to them.  

Read the warning Ezekiel was to leave with this people. “And when this cometh to pass, 

(lo, it will come,) then shall they know that a prophet hath been among them” (Ezekiel 33:33).   

 

A Deeper Path: When Jesus told the parable of the sower and the seed in Matthew 13:3-

9, there were those who could understand what was being taught. Read what He told those 

people to do. “Who hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Matthew 13:9). When the disciples asked 

what He was talking about, Jesus told them that the mysteries of heaven were for them to 

understand, and those who did not know Jesus personally would not understand. Then Jesus 

explained a little further. “Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; 
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and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand” (Matthew 13:13). Read the reaction when 

Jesus taught in the synagogues in his own country. “… He taught them in their synagogue, 

insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these 

mighty works?” (Matthew 13:54). However, read of their response to that wisdom. “And they 

were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his 

own country, and in his own house” (Matthew 13:57). They did not even recognize who Jesus 

was – but they knew He had been among them. They listened to Jesus’ Words much like 

listening to a very lovely song. They heard His words, but they did them not. There was no 

change in their hearts or lives. 

 

3. What God told Ezekiel (Ezekiel 36) 

God would deal with the enemy nations that had oppressed and opposed Israel. 

“Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I have lifted up mine hand, Surely the heathen that are 

about you, they shall bear their shame” (Ezekiel 36:7). Not only that, but God would restore 

Israel as a nation and multiply them again.  

 

8. But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and 

yield your fruit to my people of Israel; for they are at hand to come. 9. 

For, behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled 

and sown: 10. And I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, 

even all of it: and the cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall be 

builded: 11. And I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall 

increase and bring fruit: and I will settle you after your old estates, and 

will do better unto you than at your beginnings: and ye shall know that I 

am the LORD. (Ezekiel 36:8-11) 

  

One day they would be returned to their homeland. God would establish them as a nation, 

and they would multiply becoming a mightier nation than before. Then all would know that God 

is the Lord. 

The people must remember something. What had they done wrong to lose their land in 

the first place? “Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by 

their own way and by their doings …” (Ezekiel 36:17). God’s people had rejected God’s ways 

and had done what they wanted. 

They must also remember something else. What did God do because of Israel’s sin? “18. 

Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the blood that they had shed upon the land, and for 

their idols wherewith they had polluted it: 19. And I scattered them among the heathen, and they 

were dispersed through the countries: according to their way and according to their doings I 

judged them” (Ezekiel 36:18-19). The world saw them as a people whose God had forsaken 

them. “And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they profaned my holy 

name, when they said to them, These are the people of the LORD, and are gone forth out of his 

land” (Ezekiel 36:20). Remember: they had profaned God’s name, and all of the world saw what 

they had done. 

Nevertheless, God would choose to restore them to the land God had promised them. 

“But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, 

whither they went” (Ezekiel 36:21). God’s people had not lived like God’s people – for they had 

forsaken God’s commands. When God disciplined them, it profaned His name before the enemy. 
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However, God would reveal Himself as God to the world: not for his people’s sake, but for His 

own sake.   

 

22. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I 

do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's 

sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. 23. 

And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the 

heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen 

shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be 

sanctified in you before their eyes. (Ezekiel 36:22-23) 

   

When God took this nation, held captive by the heathen of this world, and made them a 

great nation again in the land God had promised His people, all of the world would know that 

God, He is the God.  

Ezekiel was left with words of a great promise that God’s people would one day be 

restored. 

 

A Deeper Path: Remember: Israel represented God here on earth, and when they lived 

contrary to His commands, it brought reproach upon the name of the Lord. Today, Christians 

represent Jesus in the world. When a Christian lives contrary to what the Bible teaches, that 

Christian brings reproach upon Jesus. “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ …” (2 

Corinthians 5:20a). Remember also, that when we live for Jesus, the people of the world will not 

like it. Jesus knew this would happen to Christians, just as it happened to the prophets in the Old 

Testament. Read the encouraging words Jesus left for us to read. “11. Blessed are ye, when men 

shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my 

sake. 12. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted 

they the prophets which were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12).   

 

4. What God Showed Ezekiel (Ezekiel 37)  

Israel was no longer a nation with a king ruling them in the Promised Land. God told 

them that because of their sin, they had been removed from the land of promise and were no 

longer considered a nation.  

As we come to Ezekiel 37, we read of a most unusual event. After all of the promises 

God had made of restoring His people to the Promised Land, He gave Ezekiel an amazing visual 

to help him understand that God would do what He promised.   

In our studies through the Old Testament, we have read of many battles where thousands 

were killed at once. Picture a valley where such a battle took place a long time before – a valley 

where thousands of soldiers were slain, too many to bury. The bodies had been dead for a long 

time – so long that there was nothing left but scattered, dry, bones strewn about. That is the kind 

of place to which God carried Ezekiel.   

Read Ezekiel 37:1-10:   

“1. The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and 

set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones,  

2. And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the 

open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.  
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3. And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, 

thou knowest.  

4. Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, 

hear the word of the LORD.  

5. Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, 

and ye shall live:  

6. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, 

and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD.  

7. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a 

shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.  

8. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered 

them above: but there was no breath in them.  

9. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 

slain, that they may live.  

10. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 

stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.”           

After taking time to picture in your mind what these verses portray, compare these dry, 

scattered bones with the people of Israel. There was no recognizable nation left – only a remnant 

of a people that was scattered. After carrying Ezekiel away to a valley filled with dead bones, 

God asked Ezekiel a question, “Can these bones live?” (Ezekiel 37:3). Ezekiel recognized that 

God had the answer to that question. God told Ezekiel to prophesy to those dead bones. When 

Ezekiel obeyed God’s command to preach to those dead bones, they began to shake and return 

together – bone to bone. Once the muscle and skin returned, there were many dead bodies. 

However, when the breath entered into them by God, they lived. Only God could restore the life 

to those dead, scattered bones. This was a confirmation in a physical example to Ezekiel of what 

God had told him in the previous chapter – about the restoration of Israel as a nation one day.  

God’s people were scattered out of their land, just as those dry bones. Nevertheless, God 

promised to bring them back together again and restore them as a nation.   

God then told Ezekiel to take two sticks and write Judah on one and Israel on the other.  

Remember the divided kingdom (both nations, Judah, the Southern Kingdom, and Israel, the 

Northern Kingdom, had been carried captive from their homelands). God would join them 

together once again as one nation.   

 

22. And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of 

Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more 

two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at 

all: 23. Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, 

nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but 

I will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have 

sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be 

their God. 24. And David my servant shall be king over them; and they 

all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and 

observe my statutes, and do them. 25. And they shall dwell in the land 

that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have 

dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and 
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their children's children for ever: and my servant David shall be their 

prince for ever. (Ezekiel 37:22-25) 

  

God would join them together as one nation with one king (see Ezekiel 37:22), they would 

reject idolatry finally, and God would be their God (see Ezekiel 37:23), and we see the promise of 

Jesus once again (see Ezekiel 37:24-25). Jesus would be the king over God’s people, the one 

shepherd, and he would be their prince forever.  

We will study how God began to allow His people to return to Jerusalem. Nevertheless, 

even when they returned, they were never a recognized nation – until the year 1948. Today, God 

is still fulfilling the scriptures we just read in Ezekiel chapter thirty-seven. More and more Jews 

are returning to Israel. Remember again what God told Ezekiel in the previous chapter, Ezekiel 

chapter 36. “10. And I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, even all of it: and the 

cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded: 11. And I will multiply upon you man 

and beast; and they shall increase and bring fruit: and I will settle you after your old estates, and 

will do better unto you than at your beginnings: and ye shall know that I am the LORD” (Ezekiel 

36:10-11).     

The book of Ezekiel began with a vision in the heavens of heavenly beings, but the book 

seems to end with heaven here on earth with all of Israel finally reunited as one – with God 

Himself there. We are still awaiting this event to take place. Read what will be when this event 

takes place. “31. And the gates of the city shall be after the names of the tribes of Israel: three 

gates northward; one gate of Reuben, one gate of Judah, one gate of Levi. 35. It was round about 

eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is there” 

(Ezekiel 48:31, 35).   

Notice that Ezekiel faithfully obeyed God, relating God’s messages to the children of 

God’s people. 

 

Ezekiel 33-48 at a Glance: 

Chapter 33: Lamentations of the enemy nations; the finality of the judgments upon the 

surrounding nations   

Chapter 34: Ezekiel spoke against the shepherds of Israel because they failed their duty; alludes to 

Jesus coming (vs. 23)  

Chapter 35: God’s judgment against Mount Seir for shedding the blood of Israel by sword in the 

time of their calamity  

Chapter 36: Encouragement to Israel – God will deal with the heathen nations who opposed 

Israel; God will cleanse Israel    

Chapter 37: Valley of the dry bones – Ezekiel preached to the dead bones and God breathed life into 

them; promise of restoration 

Chapter 38: Ezekiel saw the invasion of Gog and Magog yet to come (see also Revelation 20:8) – 

all will know that God, He is the Lord  

Chapter 39: God will defeat and destroy Gog and Magog; Israel will be victorious – and they will 

know that God, He is the Lord  

Chapter 40-42: In the twenty-fifth year of captivity; God showed Ezekiel a city and Temple with 

its measurements and furnishings  

Chapter 43: Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord fill that Temple; God said to show this house to 

Israel so they would be ashamed and put away their iniquities forever; he was then 

given ordinances for this Temple   
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Chapter 44: The gate of the prince; the glory of the Lord filled the Temple again; the ordinances 

of the priests  

Chapter 45: The land as it will be divided by lots; they were to have just balances; the different 

offerings and preparations  

Chapter 46: Rules given to the priests and the people of worship on the Sabbath and the sacrifices 

(and the preparation of them)    

Chapter 47: The living waters that heals everything; fishers will spread forth their nets – all they 

catch will live; land divided  

Chapter 48: Continuation of the division of the land by lot to the tribes of Israel for an 

inheritance; portion given to Levites    

 

Reinforcement: When God called Ezekiel again, to be a watchman to His people, 

Ezekiel remained faithful to do the task God placed before him, continuing to walk with God. 

When they received word that Jerusalem had been destroyed (just as God had said), the people 

continued to listen, but did not initially adhere to the message God gave. God then told Ezekiel 

that the enemies who had oppressed them and destroyed Jerusalem would be dealt with. And 

God would restore His people to their land, but not for their sakes, for they had profaned the 

name of God with their continual sin. Nevertheless, God would restore them so that all of the 

world would know that He is the God. After telling Ezekiel that His people would one day 

become a nation again, God took him to a valley of dry bones. When God asked if those dry 

bones could live, Ezekiel said that only God knew. After Ezekiel obeyed God’s command to 

preach to those old, dead, dry bones, God brought them back to life. God wanted Ezekiel to 

understand that God would keep His promise and make Israel a nation again. Remember, that 

although the people returned to their land after the seventy years of captivity, they did not 

become a recognized nation until the year 1948.  God kept His promise. 

Just as Ezekiel was faithful to obey what God wanted him to do, we too, are to obey what 

God wants us to do. Remember that although the people heard the words Ezekiel spoke, they did 

not really listen to them. However, we also will find out that eventually they did hear the Words 

of the Lord. People may not initially hear what we tell them about Jesus, but if we continue 

faithfully, eventually some people will hear the Words of the Lord. 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will be faithful to do what God 

asks of us, no matter how difficult it may seem – especially to share the Word of the Lord Jesus 

with people. Also, pray that we will remember that God always keeps His promises. 

 


