
Jeremiah,  

God’s Prophet 

Lesson 10 

 

Key Verse 

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine. 

—2 Timothy 4:2 

 

Key Verse Thought: Read the Key Verse and use the following definitions to help you understand 

it better:    

• preach means to herald (as a public crier) especially the divine truth (the gospel); proclaim 

• instant means to stand upon, that is, be present; be at hand, present, stand 

• in season means conveniently.  From the word that means well timed, that is, opportune. 

• out of season means inopportunely.  From the word that means to be inopportune (for oneself)  

• reprove means to confute, admonish:  convict, convince, tell a fault, rebuke, reprove 

• rebuke means to tax upon, that is, censure or admonish; by implication forbid; (straitly) charge 

• exhort means to call near, that is, invoke (by imploration, or consolation): beseech, call for, intreat, 

pray 

We will see today that Jeremiah had this call upon his life. It wasn’t an easy message he had to 

deliver, but he remained faithful through much! 

 

Emphasis: We are to hear and understand the call of God upon our life. Christians are to be 

faithful, as Jeremiah was, to obey that call no matter how difficult it may seem. 

 

Lesson Summary: There is so much information found in the book of Jeremiah (much like the 

book of Isaiah), that we could never fully understand it in a couple of lessons. The next couple of lessons 

are meant to help one grasp a few of the important things found in the book of Jeremiah. In addition, one 

should recognize that Jeremiah too, preached Jesus.  

Jeremiah lived about one hundred years after Isaiah. Jeremiah was both a priest and prophet. God 

ordained Jeremiah as a prophet before he was even born (see Jeremiah 1:4-5). He lived during the last five 

kings of Judah; the kings we studied the last couple of lessons. Remember that only one of them was a 

good king and that was King Josiah. Jeremiah preached during his reign (see Jeremiah 2-12) during which 

time King Josiah began eliminating idolatry and cleaning out the temple. Remember that while repairing 

the temple, a copy of the Law was found. King Josiah read the law, leading Judah to one final time of 

repentance and reformation. Today we will find new information about the heart of the people during this 

time of reformation in Judah.  

Jeremiah was given many signs for God’s people, and he had many messages from God for the 

people. We will take time to look at some of the words he spoke to the kings. We will especially remember 

the time that Jeremiah wrote the words of the Lord, and the evil king Jehoiakim cut it up with a penknife 

and threw it into a fire. 

Jeremiah was a prophet to Judah before they were carried into captivity, and he prophesied that the 

people would be held in captivity for seventy years. We will continue to consider Jeremiah in our next 

lesson. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 



• Monday: Jeremiah 1-5   

• Tuesday: Jeremiah 6-10 

• Wednesday: Jeremiah 11-14  

• Thursday: Jeremiah 15-18   

• Friday: Jeremiah 19-22  

• Saturday: Jeremiah 23-26

 

Jeremiah: 

God’s Prophet 

1. Jeremiah, God’s Prophet 

• God knew Jeremiah 

• Jeremiah’s task 

2. Jeremiah’s Message to God’s People 

• God gave Jeremiah many signs 

• Many messages delivered 

3. Jeremiah’s Message to the Kings 

• King Josiah 

• King Jehoahaz 

• King Jehoiakim 

• King Zedekiah 
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Note: In our last lesson, we learned about the last four kings of Judah before they were carried 

captive to Babylon; they were Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. Josiah, the king before those 

final four, was the last good king of Judah. Remember that King Josiah removed much of the wickedness 

out of the land. After Josiah died, his son Jehoahaz, became king in his stead. Jehoahaz did evil and only 

reigned for three months because the king of Egypt took him. Jehoahaz died in Egypt. The king of Egypt 

made his brother, Eliakim (changing his name to Jehoiakim) king instead. He too, was an evil king, and 

King Jehoiakim reigned for eleven years. During his reign, Babylon became known as their enemy, and 

King Jehoiakim served them for three years. 

 “So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 24:6). 

Babylon began to besiege Jerusalem during his reign, “and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year 

of his reign” (2 Kings 24:12). After carrying away everything of value (including the king, his family, 

princes, and servants), the king of Babylon made his father’s brother, Mattaniah, king – changing his name 

to Zedekiah. Zedekiah was a bad king and he reigned for eleven years. 

Babylon besieged Judah, and then they took Judah captive. In this lesson, we will look at the prophet 

God called to speak to Judah during their final years as a nation: Jeremiah. 

 

1. Jeremiah, God’s Prophet 

Before we begin the book of Jeremiah, there is something important to understand. The book is not 

in any kind of order. However, like many books of prophecy, it does begin by telling us who Jeremiah is, 

and his call by God.  

As we begin the book of Jeremiah, see something interesting. “The words of Jeremiah the son of 

Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin” (Jeremiah 1:1). Jeremiah was of the 

lineage of the priests. Next we find the time in history that God spoke to him. “To whom the word of the 

LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign” 

(Jeremiah 1:2). There were many good things happening in the land of Judah when God called Jeremiah. 

However, the days were not always good. We learned of the final four kings of Judah last week. They were 

terrible times! Jeremiah spoke during these years as well. “It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of 

Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the 

carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month” (Jeremiah 1:3). We learned in our last lesson, that 

Judah was carried away captive during the reign of King Zedekiah. Therefore, we understand that God 

called Jeremiah during the final years of Judah’s existence. He prophesied for the final forty years of their 

time in the land of promise before Jerusalem was destroyed and the Temple burned.  

Nevertheless, there is something especially unusual about what we read next. “Before I formed thee 

in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee 

a prophet unto the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). God called Jeremiah to be His prophet before God even formed 

him in the womb. God had already sanctified him.  Sanctified means “to pronounce clean; consecrated (set 

apart) to God.” The word ordained means “putting forth a voice.” God had set Jeremiah apart to serve Him 

by speaking God’s Words to the nations (including us today).  

However, like most people, Jeremiah’s initial response was, “Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I 

cannot speak: for I am a child” (Jeremiah 1:6). Most people feel quite inadequate when God calls upon them 

to do something for Him – but keep in mind that God also knew you before you were formed in the womb. 

Moreover, if God did not know you could do it, He would not have asked.   

God responded to Jeremiah much as He would probably respond to any who think they cannot do 

what God called them to do. (Think back to Moses for a minute; remember, he too, did not think he could 

do what God asked. Nevertheless, review God’s response in Exodus 4:10-12.)  Read what God said to 

Jeremiah:   
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7. But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I 

shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 8. Be not afraid 

of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 9. Then the 

LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, 

Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 10. See, I have this day set thee over the 

nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to 

throw down, to build, and to plant. (Jeremiah 1:7-10) 

  

God not only encouraged Jeremiah that he could do what God asked, but He put His words in 

Jeremiah’s mouth. 

God told Jeremiah His plans. “15. For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, 

saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of 

Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah. 16. And I will 

utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned 

incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands” (Jeremiah 1:15-16). God was going 

to allow the enemy from the north to enter into Jerusalem because of the people’s continual wickedness and 

idolatry. 

God continued with words of encouragement:    

 

17. Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I 

command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them. 18. 

For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and 

brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes 

thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. 19. And they 

shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, 

saith the LORD, to deliver thee. (Jeremiah 1:17-19) 

  

Jeremiah was not to be troubled by the people’s response to God’s Words – for God would give 

Jeremiah the strength to complete the task at hand. 

 

A Deeper Path: We just recognized that God knew Jeremiah before he was even born. He knew he 

would be a prophet for God (see Jeremiah 1:4-10). God called, prepared, sent, and promised to be with 

Jeremiah. Jeremiah prophesied for over forty years. Remember, God never gives us anything to do that He 

will not help us complete, if we will only trust Him (just like Jeremiah and many other people in the Bible). 

Do you remember what we have learned? “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: 

for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Deuteronomy 

31:6). God encouraged Jeremiah just as he had encouraged many before him. We already remembered 

Moses (see Exodus 3:12). Also, remember that God encouraged Joshua (see Joshua 1:5). Even today, we are 

encouraged, too. “So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 

unto me” (Hebrews 13:6). As we just found out, that was what God expected of Jeremiah. As we continue, 

we will read just a few of the things that mankind did to Jeremiah for being faithful to God.  

While understanding Jeremiah’s response to being called to speak for God while he was yet young, 

read of another young preacher who was encouraged by Paul in the New Testament. “Let no man despise 

thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 

purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). God is not limited by a person’s age. If God calls someone, no matter their age, 
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God can use them. There are many examples of young people that were able to be used by God. (Think of 

Miriam who was able gain permission from Pharaoh’s daughter to bring her mother to nurse and probably to 

teach Moses while he was young; consider also the servant girl who told her master of Elisha the prophet; 

etc.)  

An interesting thing to consider: Jeremiah prophesied for the final forty years of their time in the 

land of promise before Jerusalem was destroyed and the Temple burned. This is much like the forty years of 

the Apostles in the New Testament after the rejection of Messiah and before the destruction of Jerusalem 

again in 70 A.D. [Note: throughout the Bible, 40 is a probationary period, 10 x 4 (ordinal perfection applied 

to earthly things).] 

 

2. Jeremiah’s Message to God’s People 

Jeremiah spoke to Judah. He preached before, during, and after the great revival of Josiah’s time.   

 

God gave him many signs:   

• The linen girdle: Jeremiah 13 

• The drought: Jeremiah 14 – 15 

• The unmarried prophet: Jeremiah 16-17 

• The potter’s house: Jeremiah 18 – 19 

• The figs: Jeremiah 24 

• The yokes: Jeremiah 27 – 28  

• The field of Hanameel: Jeremiah 32:6-44 

• The Rechabites: Jeremiah 35 

• The hidden stones in Egypt: Jeremiah 43:8-13

 

 

Jeremiah preached many messages:   

• Concerning the Sabbath: Jeremiah 17:19-27 

• To Zedekiah regarding Babylon: Jeremiah 21-22 

• * Restoration Promised: Jeremiah 23 

• Prophecy of the 70 year captivity: Jeremiah 25 

• To Jehoiakim: Jeremiah 26 

• * To the Jews of the first captivity: Jeremiah 29 

• * Regarding the time of Jacob’s Trouble:  

Jeremiah 30 

• * On the Last Days: Jeremiah 31 

• On the Millennium: Jeremiah 33 

• To Zedekiah about his captivity: Jeremiah 34 

• * To the poor remnant in land: Jeremiah 40-42 

• In Egypt: Jeremiah 43:8-44:30 

• To Baruch in days of Jehoiakim: Jeremiah 

45:1-5

 

We will look at a few of these (*) in our next lesson. 

 Read the following verses to catch just a glimpse of the message God proclaimed to His people by 

Jeremiah, and even some of the problems of God’s people: 

The nation as a whole had many issues. First, they had forgotten God:  

 

5. Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are 

gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain? 6. Neither 

said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt … 8. The 

priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: 

the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and 

walked after things that do not profit. (Jeremiah 2:5-6a; 8) 

  

Also see the following: “For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the 

fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water” (Jeremiah 

2:13). Read what God said about them. “Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall 
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reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy 

God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts” (Jeremiah 2:19). They were not doing 

what they should. They were not seeking after God, for they were trying to “clean” themselves. “For though 

thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord 

GOD” (Jeremiah 2:22). We understand that God’s people were in a bad state! 

Remember that Jeremiah began to speak during the reign of King Josiah. It is important to 

understand what was going on in the kingdom of Josiah at this time. Remember what we already learned: 

“For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, he began to seek after the God of David his 

father: and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, 

and the carved images, and the molten images” (2 Chronicles 34:3). Notice that King Josiah had not only 

already begun to seek after God, but he had also begun to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the idol worship. 

From this, we can gather that Jeremiah spoke during King Josiah’s reign for about eighteen years. And it 

was about five years after Jeremiah began to speak that they began to repair the house of the Lord and found 

a book of the law of the Lord given by Moses (see 2 Chronicles 34:8-14).  

As we read about King Josiah a couple of weeks ago, it appeared that there was a great revival in the 

land when they found the Law and it was read. The king stood before the people. “And the king stood in his 

place, and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments, and 

his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, to perform the words of the 

covenant which are written in this book” (2 Chronicles 34:31). Not only this, but see what else he did. “And 

he caused all that were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem 

did according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers” (2 Chronicles 34:32). The king “caused” all 

of the people to stand and do the covenant of God. The people did what the king commanded. “And Josiah 

took away all the abominations out of all the countries that pertained to the children of Israel, and made all 

that were present in Israel to serve, even to serve the LORD their God. And all his days they departed not 

from following the LORD, the God of their fathers” (2 Chronicles 34:33). The king made all of the people 

serve God. But remember what we have learned many times over: God sees the heart! In Jeremiah, we find 

a better understanding of what was happening – really! God reminded them of what Israel (the Northern 

Kingdom) had done and what had happened to them. They worshiped idols, and God allowed the enemies to 

come and destroy them. Judah was doing the same thing.   

 

6. The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that 

which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and 

under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot. 7. And I said after she had 

done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous 

sister Judah saw it. 8. And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding 

Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet 

her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also. 

(Jeremiah 3:6-8) 

  

Even though Judah watched as Israel sinned away every chance God gave them to repent and be 

spared, Judah too, failed to take advantage of the chances God had given them to repent and turn back to 

Him. 

We just read that King Josiah led the people to remove the idols and stand to the covenant of God. 

Moreover, the king caused all of the people to serve God – all of King Josiah’s days. However, read what 

Jeremiah revealed to us. “And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her 

whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD” (Jeremiah 3:10). The word feignedly means “an untruth; by 
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implication a sham; falsehood; liar, lying, wrongfully.” The people did not really mean it when they were 

following the Lord. And God knew their hearts!! God proceeded to call for them to return, O backsliding 

children (see Jeremiah 3:14). If they would, read what it was that God said He would give them. “And I will 

give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding” 

(Jeremiah 3:15). He continued to call his backsliding children to return in chapters three and four. God even 

promised to give them men to teach them the things they needed to know!   

 

13. For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to 

covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. 

14. They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, 

Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 15. Were they ashamed when they had 

committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they 

blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them 

they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. (Jeremiah 6:13-15) 

  

We can understand from these verses that all of Judah had been consumed by the sin – even the 

priests. Even when God had sent troubles dealing with His people, the people had not acknowledged God 

working – they claimed there was peace, when there was no peace in the land. They no longer even felt 

guilty for their sin.  For that, God would discipline.   

Nevertheless, God still gave them an invitation: 

 

3. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your 

doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 4. Trust ye not in lying words, 

saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the 

LORD, are these. 5. For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye 

thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour; 6. If ye oppress not 

the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this 

place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: 7. Then will I cause you to dwell 

in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. (Jeremiah 

7:3-7) 

  

That was an opportunity to repent and turn back to Him.   

Judah had been fooling themselves into thinking they were still in a right relationship with God. 

Read what Jeremiah tried to help them understand. 

 

9. The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

10. I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according 

to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. (Jeremiah 17:9-10) 

  

However, we can see in these verses that God knew what was really in their hearts – and they were 

desperately wicked. That was evidenced in the lifestyles of the people of Judah.  

 “O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the 

potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel” (Jeremiah 18:6). God was letting the people know, 

once again, that He was in complete control of their lives. For their sin and refusal to repent, God would 

allow the enemy to come in and take them captive. 
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Jeremiah’s messages to the people were not very positive. But it was the people of Judah who had 

turned from God, disobeying His commands. Jeremiah was just delivering the message God had given him. 

God understood these were hard messages. Three times, He says to pray not for this people:   

•  “Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make 

intercession to me: for I will not hear thee” (Jeremiah 7:16).   

•  “Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not hear 

them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble” (Jeremiah 11:14).    

•  “Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their good” (Jeremiah 14:11).   

 

Moreover, see what else God told Jeremiah. “When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they 

offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, and by 

the famine, and by the pestilence” (Jeremiah 14:12).     

Read some of the worst things Jeremiah had to tell the people – the sentence of judgment is 

irrevocable. All would be affected by the coming judgment. “1. Then said the LORD unto me, Though 

Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people: cast them out of my sight, 

and let them go forth. 2. And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? then 

thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the LORD; Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to 

the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity” 

(Jeremiah 15:1-2).   

Looking at Jeremiah chapter twenty-five, we find a reminding that God had sent His servants the 

prophets to call the people to repentance, but they had not listened. It then tells of the enemy, Babylon, who 

would desolate the land and take them into captivity for seventy years.    

Judah had waited too long. It was too late. Judgment was coming. 

    

3. Jeremiah’s Message to the Kings 

King Josiah 

We have already read much of what Jeremiah’s message was during the days of King Josiah. 

Especially notice that the people did not listen to Jeremiah’s message from God in Josiah’s day. “From the 

thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day … the word of the LORD hath 

come unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened” (Jeremiah 

25:3).     

 

King Jehoahaz (called Shallum in Jeremiah – see 1 Chronicles 3:15 for the sons of Josiah) 

Jeremiah had a very somber message for Shallum (also called Jehaohaz). “11. For thus saith the 

LORD touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which 

went forth out of this place; He shall not return thither any more: 12. But he shall die in the place whither 

they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more” (Jeremiah 22:11-12).   

 

King Jehoiakim 

  Although Jeremiah spoke to King Jehoiakim often, there is only one event we will recall in this 

lesson. Read Jeremiah chapter thirty-six. Notice that what God told Jeremiah to do. “2. Take thee a roll of a 

book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and 

against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 3. It may 

be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every 

man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin” (Jeremiah 36:2, 3). God wanted His 

words to change Judah’s heart so He could forgive them. These words were kind of like a summarization of 
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many of the messages and words God had given to Jeremiah to speak to Judah. Jeremiah obeyed God. 

“Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 

words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book” (Jeremiah 36:4). Jeremiah sent 

Baruch to the Temple so he could read the words written to the people – hoping they would repent. A man 

who heard the words read aloud in the temple, went to the king’s house and told all of the princes and 

scribes what he had heard. They could not believe the words, so they told the man they wanted to hear the 

words for themselves. He then returned to the Temple and brought Baruch to the king’s house. They told 

Baruch to read the words to them. Read their response: “Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the 

words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these 

words” (Jeremiah 36:16). They told Baruch that he and Jeremiah should go and hide. The men then took the 

“roll” (what the words were written on) and went and told the king what the roll said. The king asked for the 

roll.  Jehudi read the words from the roll to the king and the princes.   

 

22. Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on 

the hearth burning before him. 23. And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read 

three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on 

the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 

(Jeremiah 36:22-23) 

  

To show the lack of reverence to the Word of God, see how they responded to this terrible act. “Yet 

they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these 

words” (Jeremiah 36:24). However, three men counseled the king to not burn the roll. The king then sent for 

Jeremiah and Baruch. “… but the LORD hid them” (Jeremiah 36:26b). God told Jeremiah to do it all again. 

However, see what God also said.   

 

29. And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou 

hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of 

Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from 

thence man and beast? 30. Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of 

Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall 

be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 31. And I will punish 

him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and 

upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I 

have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not. (Jeremiah 36:29-31) 

  

Notice that the king still did not regard God’s Words. But Jeremiah obeyed God. “Then took 

Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth 

of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were 

added besides unto them many like words” (Jeremiah 36:32).             

After reading how King Jehoikim treated God’s man, Jeremiah, understand that God did not think 

much of King Jehoiakim. “18. Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king 

of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, 

saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory! 19. He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth 

beyond the gates of Jerusalem” (Jeremiah 22:18-19).    
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King Zedekiah 

We looked at some of what Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah in our last lesson. Remember that God 

had told them that the Babylonians would come into the city and take them – and that God Himself would 

fight against them. And He would have no mercy.   

 

8. And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before 

you the way of life, and the way of death. 9. He that abideth in this city shall die by 

the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and 

falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto 

him for a prey. 10. For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for 

good, saith the LORD: it shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and 

he shall burn it with fire. (Jeremiah 21:8-10) 

  

God had told them what He expected of them, but they had not done what He said. Now there would 

be no escaping the wrath that would fall. If they chose to stay and fight, they would die. If they submitted to 

the enemy and go willingly, they would live. Regardless of what they chose, the city would be destroyed.    

Knowing Babylon would come against them, and even God would be with the enemy, Jeremiah 

warned King Zedekiah.   

 

12. I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, 

Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his 

people, and live. 13. Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the 

famine, and by the pestilence, as the LORD hath spoken against the nation that will 

not serve the king of Babylon? 14. Therefore hearken not unto the words of the 

prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for 

they prophesy a lie unto you. 15. For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet 

they prophesy a lie in my name; that I might drive you out, and that ye might 

perish, ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto you. 16. Also I spake to the priests 

and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Hearken not to the words of 

your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the LORD'S 

house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie 

unto you. 17. Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: 

wherefore should this city be laid waste? (Jeremiah 27:12-17) 

  

If King Zedekiah would surrender to Babylon, lives would be preserved. He was not to listen to the 

false prophets – for they were lying to him! Nevertheless, see that King Zedekiah did not surrender to 

Babylon. “3. For through the anger of the LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had cast 

them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 4. And it came to pass in 

the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of 

Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it, and built forts against it round 

about. 5. So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah” (Jeremiah 52:3-5).   

 

 Reinforcement: Try to understand the burden that Jeremiah had for his people. The message God 

gave him was extremely difficult for him to deliver, but as we read from God’s Word, Jeremiah was always 

faithful. He delivered messages calling Judah to repent and return to God – for God promised to allow the 

enemy to destroy their city and take them captive. He was not even afraid to speak the words of God to the 
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kings of the land. Even today, we are to understand the call God has upon our lives and remain faithful to 

Him and the commands He gives us through His Word, the Bible. God will probably never give us a task as 

difficult as Jeremiah’s, yet we are still to be faithful. Be encouraged to make it your goal to one day hear 

God say to you:  “… Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 

will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:21). 

   

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always include 

any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will hear and understand the call of God upon our 

life. Pray that we will faithfully do what God wants and expects of us – no matter how difficult it may seem! 


