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Isaiah 40-66: 

Grace and Salvation 

Lesson 3 

  

Key Verse 

I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall 

salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

—Romans 11:11 

 

Key Verse Thought: Read the key verse for this lesson. We learned in our last lesson 

that God’s people, as a whole, failed miserably at keeping God’s Law. Because of that, there 

would be judgment. However, in this lesson, we will find that because they failed to be the 

people God intended for them to be (“they stumbled”), which allowed a time where God opened 

the gift of salvation to the Gentile people. Understand that this was to show the Israelite people 

what God had intended for them – so that they would become jealous of Christians today! We 

will learn in our lesson today just what it was that the Israelite people missed.  

Emphasis: We are to understand that even though Israel failed in being a light to the 

world, this became an opportunity for Gentiles to become Christians. Christians must be the light 

to the world to show them Jesus! 

Lesson Summary: Remember what we have learned so far: Isaiah examined the sins of 

Judah, speaking to the kings in their courts. He spoke during the days of Uzziah (Azariah, a good 

king), Jotham (a good king), and during the days of King Ahaz (a very bad king). He also 

strongly influenced King Hezekiah, a very good king.  

In our last lesson, we saw the reality of a world apart from God, all those who do not 

obey God’s Law. There were ten burdens of destruction upon the nations, and six woes upon 

Jerusalem and Judah. Nevertheless, even with the words of destruction, there was a hope of 

restoration for God’s people.   

In this lesson, we understand that there is a hope of Grace and Salvation pictured in the 

book of Isaiah. We discovered that the first thirty-nine books deal mainly with the judgments of 

God and the history of His people (remember this is the theme of the Old Testament). In this 

lesson, we will look at the last twenty-seven chapters understanding they deal with the grace of 
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God as it is extended through His Messiah, and the promise of restoration (much like the theme 

of the New Testament). Not only this, but we understand that because Israel would never fully 

commit to God, God set them aside for a period of time. However, during that period of time, 

God opened the door for the Gentile people (an extension of grace) to have an opportunity to 

believe in Jesus (Salvation) – if only they would believe. Isaiah chapters 40-66 can easily be 

divided into three sections. Interestingly enough, right in the middle of the second section is 

Isaiah chapter 53. This chapter deals with the Messiah, Jesus. It is a vivid description of Jesus’ 

atoning death on the cross. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

• Monday: Isaiah 40-44  

• Tuesday: Isaiah 45-49  

• Wednesday: Isaiah 50-54  

• Thursday: Isaiah 55-58  

• Friday: Isaiah 59-62  

• Saturday: Isaiah 63-66  

 

 

Isaiah 40-66: Grace and Salvation 

 

1. The Greatness of God (Isaiah 40-48)  

• Words of comfort 

• Good tidings of God 

2. God’s Servant (Isaiah 49-57) 

• A message to the Gentiles 

• God’s Servant exalted 

• A promise of restoration 

3. The Glory of God Revealed (Isaiah 58-66) 

• A failing, sinful people 

• Salvation opened to Gentiles 

• Future hope of Jerusalem 
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Note: After looking at the book of Isaiah as a whole, we began to look at some interesting 

things about the book of Isaiah. We learned that the first thirty-nine books deal mainly with the 

judgments of God and the history of His people (think of the theme of the Old Testament). In this 

lesson, as we look at the last twenty-seven chapters, we will find they deal with the grace God 

will extend through His Messiah and the promise of restoration (think of the theme of the New 

Testament). Something else interesting to consider: right in the middle of the last twenty-seven 

chapters (dealing with the Messiah) is chapter fifty-three. This chapter is a description of Jesus’ 

atoning death on the cross.   

 

1. The Greatness of God (Isaiah 40-48) 

As we look at the last twenty-nine chapters of Isaiah, recognize that they begin with 

words of comfort. “1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2. Speak ye 

comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her …” (Isaiah 40:1-2a). No matter what happened to 

God’s people, they were never to forget the promise that He made to them. What was to comfort 

them? “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God” (Isaiah 40:3). God wanted His people to prepare 

(open their hearts) so they could receive Jesus (the One promised from the beginning). He would 

come one day, and they must be ready. By now, they were to understand they could not rely 

upon man to deliver them. They could not rely upon fulfilling the Law to save them. God’s 

people must understand, and be ready for, the One that God would send to deliver them from the 

judgment that came when the Law was broken (we learned of this in our last lesson). They were 

to be looking forward to God sending someone to cry out and declare the day that He had 

promised – the day He would send the Messiah. We know that day was when John the Baptist 

came on the scene in Matthew 3:1-3: “1. In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 

wilderness of Judaea, 2. And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 3. For this 

is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” Why were they to prepare the way of 

the Lord? A hardened heart cannot receive the things of God. God wanted them to be in a 

condition to receive the message. “And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh 

shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it” (Isaiah 40:5). Their hearts had to 

be prepared to see Jesus and understand this was the glory of the Lord revealed to them. No 
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matter what happened to this people, God promised something very important. “The grass 

withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever” (Isaiah 40:8). If they 

would only believe in and trust God’s Word, they could receive the Lord that had been promised 

to them. Notice that we can compare the beginning of this section of Isaiah to the beginning of 

the New Testament. Jesus declared to be God’s Messiah, the glory of the Lord revealed. 

They were not only to receive God’s Word, believing that God would send the Messiah, 

they were to declare this message from the mountain to the whole world. What message? “O 

Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest 

good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 

Behold your God!” (Isaiah 40:9). The “good tidings” is the message that Jesus would come to 

take away the sins of the world (“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, 

but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 2:2). Who is the God they were to declare to the 

world? Read of the great majesty of our God in Isaiah 40:10-31. Note especially how he 

compares with our whole earth. “Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and 

meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and 

weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?” (Isaiah 40:12). See also: “It is he 

that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that 

stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in” (Isaiah 

40:22). Who can compare to our God?! Moreover, He never gets tired! “Hast thou not known? 

hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 

fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding” (Isaiah 40:28). God 

never gets tired, so He needs no sleep. Anytime we need Him, He is there – if we will only wait 

upon Him. “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 

with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isaiah 

40:31). 

See the help that God promises to His people. “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not 

dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 

with the right hand of my righteousness” (Isaiah 41:10). In addition, see the following: “For I the 

LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee” (Isaiah 

41:13). He will restore the land bringing water into the wilderness and planting trees. Why is 
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this? “That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the 

LORD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it” (Isaiah 41:20).    

Isaiah chapter forty-two tells of God’s Servant, Jesus (compare to Matthew 12:15-21).  

Read the great words of encouragement in Isaiah 43:1-2: “1. But now thus saith the 

LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have 

redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 2. When thou passest through the 

waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou 

walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” No 

matter what or where, they were to remember that God was the one who made them into the 

people that they were. No matter what would happen to them, God would always be with them – 

no matter the dangers they may face! We cannot help but see the similarity of circumstances that 

Daniel’s three friends would face one day found in these verses. Remember? After they refused 

to bow down to the idol that Nebuchadnezzar made when the music was played, they were cast 

into the fiery furnace (see Daniel 3:1-30).  Not only were they not burned nor had the smell of 

fire on them, but the Son of God was there in the fire with them!  Just like God promised. (If you 

do not remember, we will look at this further when we come to the book of Daniel.)  

God chose the people Israel and made them a great nation (see Isaiah 44:1-8). God once 

again declared He was the only God, and He reminded them of the folly of idolatry (see Isaiah 

44:9-20). The same message is declared in Isaiah chapter forty-five (see especially Isaiah 45:5-6:  

“5. I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou 

hast not known me: 6. That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that 

there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else”). In addition, see the following: 

“9. Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and 

there is none like me, 10. Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the 

things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure” (Isaiah 

46:9-10). Only God knows the beginning from the end and everything in between. All in the 

world is according to His plan. 

Even though the Israelites would be taken into Babylon as captives, God would deliver 

His people. Once again, God declared judgment and destruction upon Babylon (see Isaiah 47). 

Nevertheless, God would call His people back to Himself (see Isaiah 48). 

In chapters forty through forty-eight of Isaiah, we are to recognize just how great God is. 
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Notice how this section ends. “There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked” 

(Isaiah 48:22). Even with God declaring His greatness, His willingness to always help His 

people, and the promise to never forsake them, there would still be those people who refuse the 

message of “good tidings” (the salvation by Jesus). Among those who chose to remain wicked, 

there would be no peace. 

 

A Deeper Path: As we read of the coming of John the Baptist, we saw he was the 

appointed one to reveal the Messiah, Jesus. All of the Jewish people had the opportunity to see 

that God had kept His promise to send the Messiah. We know that they rejected Jesus. 

Nevertheless, that opened the opportunity for the Gentile world to receive Jesus as their Savior. 

We are to recognize God come in the flesh, Jesus. “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 

among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 

and truth” (John 1:14).   

 

2. God’s Servant (Isaiah 49-57) 

Take note as to whom this message is directed: “Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye 

people, from far; The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath 

he made mention of my name” (Isaiah 49:1). Compare this to Genesis 10:5: “By these were the 

isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their 

nations.” By comparing these verses, we can understand this message, to “O isles”, is directed to 

the Gentile people. Remember again that a Gentile is anyone who is not a Jew. In addition, we 

can understand the Servant here is Jesus, Himself (“And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O 

Israel, in whom I will be glorified” Isaiah 49:3), by comparing this to John 13:31: “Therefore, 

when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him.”  

See how this is declared even more clearly. “And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be 

my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give 

thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth” 

(Isaiah 49:6). Remember what Simeon declared when he saw Jesus, at only eight days old, in the 

Temple: “A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel” (Luke 2:32). From 

these verses we can understand that not only was Jesus God’s Servant, but he was to bring the 

message of Salvation to the Jew and Gentile alike. God had called Israel to be a light to the 
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Gentile nations, but they had failed miserably. Here we find that God would send Jesus to do the 

job that they had not. Understand that God sent Jesus first to the Jew – and then to the Gentiles. 

Jesus has called the Christian people today to be a light to the world (remember Matthew 5:16:  

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven.”). It appears that the Christian people today are failing just as miserably at 

letting the light shine as the Israelite people did in the Old Testament times. But remember that 

Jesus was also rejected by both Jew and Gentile alike. “Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of 

Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a 

servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that 

is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee” (Isaiah 49:7). However, not 

everyone rejected Jesus.  

If God’s people were having troubles, it was their own fault. They left God; God did not 

leave them (see Isaiah 50:1-3). However, remember what God promised in Isaiah 50:4-9. 

Especially notice the following: “For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be 

confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed” 

(Isaiah 50:7).   

They were to remember what God had done for them (see Isaiah 51-52). They were to 

“hearken”, “awake, awake”, and “depart ye, depart ye”. And once again, we are reminded to 

bring good tidings – share the good news of Jesus. “How beautiful upon the mountains are the 

feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, 

that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (Isaiah 52:7).   

We read again of the Servant. “Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be 

exalted and extolled, and be very high” (Isaiah 52:13). Jesus would be exalted, and lifted up. But 

not in the way an average person would think. As we continue to read these verses, they lead us 

to the atoning death of Jesus on the cross. It begins with Isaiah 52:14: “As many were astonied at 

thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men.”  

Moreover, the next verse helps us understand why what we are about to read in Isaiah chapter 

fifty-three would have to happen. “So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their 

mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not 

heard shall they consider” (Isaiah 52:15). The world will know what Jesus did for them, and 

people must consider this. “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
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own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). Each person must 

recognize they are a sinner and make a decision to receive or reject the atoning death of Jesus on 

the cross – for God laid the sins of the world upon Jesus. (We will look at Isaiah 53 in more 

depth at the end of this quarter.)   

Because of the unfaithfulness of the nation Israel as a whole, they would have to be 

restored to their rightful place. 

 

1. I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am 

an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 15. For if 

the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 

receiving of them be, but life from the dead? (Romans 11:1, 15) 

 

Jesus will one day restore them. In the meantime, it leaves an open invitation to the 

Gentile people – until the time of the Gentiles is fulfilled.  

 

25. For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 

lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 

happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 26. And 

so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion 

the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. (Romans 

11:25-26) 

 

In Isaiah chapters 54-55, we see a picture of the restoration of Israel, and a calling of the 

Gentile people. “4. Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and 

commander to the people. 5. Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations 

that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of 

Israel; for he hath glorified thee” (Isaiah 55:4-5). The following verses are a great invitation. “6. 

Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7. Let the wicked 

forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and 

he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7).   

Notice the urgency in calling upon the Lord while He may be found. One cannot delay!  
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Why do we need to turn to the Lord for forgiveness? 

8. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways, saith the LORD. 9. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 

are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

10. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 

returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 

bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater. (Isaiah 

55:8-10) 

 

When a person understands they are a sinner and that they need a Savior, they hear the 

Word from God (about Jesus’ atoning death), and that Word goes into the heart much as a seed 

enters the soil. The watering of God’s Word causes the seed to bud. A person is saved. It does 

not make sense to the average person (God’s ways are higher), but when they only believe, God 

can do His work! See what we understand just happened. “So shall my word be that goeth forth 

out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and 

it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11). How does one feel after they have 

asked Jesus into their heart? “For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the 

mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field 

shall clap their hands” (Isaiah 55:12).  The whole earth will rejoice! 

In Isaiah chapter 57, we are reminded again of the idolatry of God’s people that caused 

them to be taken captive out of their land. But for those who would trust in the Lord: “… but he 

that putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy mountain” (Isaiah 

57:13b).  

Notice how this section ends. “There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked” (Isaiah 

57:21).   

 

A Deeper Path: Read of the mighty task that Jesus was called to do. “5. Let this mind be 

in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6. Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 

to be equal with God: 7. But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 

servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8. And being found in fashion as a man, he 

humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9. Wherefore 
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God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10. That at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 

under the earth; 11. And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father” (Philippians 2:5-11). 

See the importance of the message from Isaiah chapter forty-nine to the Gentile nation as 

given by Jesus, Himself, as it is declared again by Paul to the church at Ephesus. “11. Wherefore 

remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that 

which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12. That at that time ye were 

without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 

of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13. But now in Christ Jesus ye who 

sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14. For he is our peace, who hath 

made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15. Having 

abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 

make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16. And that he might reconcile both 

unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17. And came and preached 

peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18. For through him we both have 

access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 

but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God” (Ephesians 2:11-19).  

Compare Isaiah 52:7: (“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 

good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; 

that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!”) with the following: “11. For the scripture saith, 

Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12. For there is no difference between the 

Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13. For 

whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14. How then shall they call on 

him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 

heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15. And how shall they preach, except they 

be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 

bring glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:11-15).   

Read of the importance of God’s Word. “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 

mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 

prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11). Isaiah was one of many men chosen by God 
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to deliver many great messages. See how John put it in Revelation. “And he said unto me, These 

sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto 

his servants the things which must shortly be done” (Revelation 22:6). Remember that all of 

God’s Words will come true.  

 

3. The Glory of God Revealed (Isaiah 58-66) 

This section begins with a pointing out of the people’s sin. “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up 

thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their 

sins” (Isaiah 58:1). Especially notice what the people had been doing. “Yet they seek me daily, 

and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance 

of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God” 

(Isaiah 58:2). They had been seeking God and His ways – daily. Moreover, they were going to 

the Temple when required and performing their duties. We can understand that outwardly it 

appeared they were doing everything right: they were seeking after God, wanting to know His 

ways, going to the Temple, and doing what they were supposed to do. But from God’s 

perspective, they were sinners who needed their sin declared aloud. Knowing what sin is was not 

enough. Going through the motions of religion was not enough. There was a serious problem!!  

God was not pleased. “4b. … ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard 

on high. 5. Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow 

down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a 

fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD?” (Isaiah 58:4b-5). 

 See what God expected.  

 

6. Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of 

wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, 

and that ye break every yoke? 7. Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 

and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou 

seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from 

thine own flesh? (Isaiah 58:6-7) 
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God wanted to see a people humbled before Him, seeking forgiveness for their sins. This 

would change their whole outlook. “Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine 

health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the 

LORD shall be thy rereward” (Isaiah 58:8). Then God would hear them and answer them (see 

Isaiah 58:9-14).  

 God’s people had not yet learned how to do it correctly. However, that could not stop God 

from doing all he planned. “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; 

neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear” (Isaiah 59:1). It was God’s people in the error. “But 

your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from 

you, that he will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2). They were a sinful people, and everything they tried to 

do to become a righteous people failed.  God was warning them again that because of their 

sinfulness, the enemy would come in and take them away from their homeland. But one day, in 

the distant future, God gives hope, again, of one who can take their sin from them. “And the 

Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the 

LORD” (Isaiah 59:20). Moreover, this verse introduces us to what the rest of the book of Isaiah 

is all about. 

 Remember back for a minute. We read that God’s glory filled the Tabernacle when Moses 

completed it in the wilderness (see Exodus 40:34). God’s glory also filled the Temple that King 

Solomon built (see 2 Chronicles 5:14). We will read in Ezekiel how God’s glory departed before 

the coming invasion of the Babylonians to carry God’s people out of the land. Do you remember 

why the glory of the Lord departed? The people sought idols instead of watching for Jesus to 

come. Remember what we can read in John 1:14: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 

among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 

and truth.” Jesus came. He was God’s glory. Nevertheless, the world (as a whole) rejected Him. 

As we read Isaiah chapter sixty, we find a promise. “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the 

glory of the LORD is risen upon thee” (Isaiah 60:1). One day, Jesus will come again. And at that 

time, God will turn His attention back to His people, the Israelites. But before that day comes, 

see what will happen. “For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the 

people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee” (Isaiah 60:2). 

The world will become a very dark place before the Lord returns to rule and reign. At that time, 

God will make Jerusalem what He had always intended for it to be – and the whole world will 
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want to come and see it! (“… And they shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the 

Holy One of Israel” Isaiah 60:14b.)   

Read the following:   

 

1. The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath 

anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to 

bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 

opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2. To proclaim the 

acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 

comfort all that mourn. (Isaiah 61:1-2) 

 

Then compare it to the following:   

 

16. And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his 

custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood 

up for to read. 17. And there was delivered unto him the book of the 

prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place 

where it was written, 18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 

hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to 

heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19. 

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20. And he closed the book, 

and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all 

them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21. And he began 

to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. (Luke 

4:16-21) 

 

These verses help us understand the reason Jesus came. He came to preach the Gospel 

message – that they were a sinful people who needed the Saviour to deliver them. He declared 

that He was the Saviour that God sent – if only they would believe. Notice that Jesus stopped 

reading before he came to the final part of Isaiah 61:2, “… and the day of vengeance of our God; 
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to comfort all that mourn.” We can now understand that because they rejected Jesus as their 

Messiah, one day the world will see that “day of vengeance of our God.” After Jesus returns to 

take the church out of the world in the rapture, there will be a great day of vengeance (see Isaiah 

63:1-6). Nevertheless, God would save Jerusalem. “For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and 

for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the 

salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth” (Isaiah 62:1).   

We read about a time of remembering of what God had done for His people in Isaiah 63:7-

14. We read that the prophet cries out for God to do a mighty work among His people as in the 

days past (Isaiah 64:1-4). See the recognition of sin:   

 

5. Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that 

remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we have sinned: 

in those is continuance, and we shall be saved. 6. But we are all as an 

unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all 

do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 

(Isaiah 64:5-6) 

 

Recognize the condition of the people, and the absence of God’s presence. “And there is 

none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy 

face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities” (Isaiah 64:7). See the prayer for 

help:   

 

8. But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our 

potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. 9. Be not wroth very sore, O 

LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, 

we are all thy people. (Isaiah 64:8-9) 

 

What is the question they then ask? “Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O LORD? 

wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore?” (Isaiah 64:12).   

As we begin Isaiah chapter 65, we understand God’s heart. He had so many plans for His 

people and Jerusalem. Nevertheless, their sin against God and rejection of Him was too great. 
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We find that He opened His gift of Salvation to a people who didn’t ask for it, nor sought after it. 

“I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, 

Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name” (Isaiah 65:1). This is great 

news for us today!! For because of this, Gentiles have the opportunity to receive the gift of 

Salvation extended by God, Himself! We then read in Isaiah 65:2-16, a remembering of the sin 

of God’s people, the fact of discipline, but also a reminder of a remnant of people that God 

would allow to be spared for a better day.   

Finally, we find the promise of new heavens and a new earth. “For, behold, I create new 

heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind” (Isaiah 

65:17). We are in anticipation of this day! God gives us a glimpse into the future. He will not 

only restore Jerusalem, but all of the world will revolve around God’s great city! Gentiles will 

come to see it, bringing gifts.   

Nevertheless, God leaves a picture for us to consider. Notice how this section ends. “And 

they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for 

their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto 

all flesh” (Isaiah 66:24). The end of an unconverted sinner’s life has not changed – for a life 

apart from Jesus will spend an eternity in hell. Remember how Jesus described it three times in 

Mark chapter nine: “43b. … into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 44. Where their 

worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark 9:43b-44). 

 

A Deeper Path: We have just read the condition of the people, and considered what God 

thought of it. This should remind us of a parable Jesus taught in Luke chapter 18. “9. And he 

spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

despised others: 10. Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a 

publican. 11. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not 

as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12. I fast twice in the 

week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up 

so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a 

sinner. 14. I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every 

one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke 
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18:9-14). We are always to remember: God does not look upon the outward like man, but God 

looks upon the heart. 

Also, see a comparison of what God will make the world like one day when Jesus is upon 

the throne in Jerusalem. “The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall 

the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God 

thy glory” (Isaiah 60:19). See also: “And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 

shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof” (Revelation 

21:23).   

 

Reinforcement: As we have looked into the book of Isaiah, we have found so much 

information! Hopefully our study has helped us to grasp the importance of the book of Isaiah. 

Seeing it in comparison to the whole Bible should help us understand that the message found in 

the Old Testament is the same as in the New Testament. “The Lord is not slack concerning his 

promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 

should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Just as the people were to 

look forward to Jesus’ coming and atoning death in the Old Testament, the people in the New 

Testament (and even today!) are to look back to Jesus’ coming and His death upon the cross for 

man’s sin. When the Israelites failed to be the light unto the Gentile, God turn his attention from 

them to the Gentile people. For God sent His Son, Jesus, to seek and save that which is lost. He 

does not want anyone to perish. God wants all people to turn from their sin and seek Him. It is 

the job of each Christian to be a light in the world – so that all recognize the need to come to 

repentance!  

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will remember the importance of 

God sending His Son, Jesus. Pray we will be a light unto the world, so that all may come to know 

Jesus!  


