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Isaiah: The Lord Saves 

Lesson 1 

 

Key Verse 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto 

him Jesus. 

—Acts 8:35 

 

Key Verse Thought: Have you ever told anyone about Jesus, and what he has done in 

your life? Is it an important thing to do?  Today we will look at Isaiah.  Not only did he speak 

God’s Words to the kings of Judah, but he also wrote about Jesus.  We will learn of a time 

recorded in the Bible that someone was saved by reading the book of Isaiah.    

Emphasis: Just as Isaiah wrote about Jesus, we are to tell everyone that Jesus came to 

save the lost.   

Lesson Summary: The name Isaiah means the Lord saves; or the Lord is Savior. Isaiah 

was called to be a prophet the year King Uzziah (Azariah) died (Isaiah 6). He saw God upon His 

throne. God asked, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” and Isaiah answered, “Here am 

I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8).   

Isaiah examined the sins of Judah, speaking to the kings in their courts. He spoke during 

the days of King Ahaz, a very bad king, who made himself and the nation of Judah servants to 

their enemy, Assyria (2 Kings 16:7-9). Isaiah warned against such alliances in Isaiah chapters 

seven through nine. He also strongly influenced King Hezekiah, a very good king, (see Isaiah 36-

37) encouraging him to hold out against the Assyrian threat, and God supernaturally won the 

battle for them. He prophesied about 40 years (or more), and lived into the reign of Manasseh, 

one of the worst kings that ruled Judah. Tradition says that Manasseh had Isaiah “sawn asunder” 

(see Hebrews 11:37). He was a prophet to Judah before they were carried into captivity into 

Babylon and he warned them of that pending captivity. He saw Israel, the Northern Kingdom, 

carried away into captivity by Assyria. 

Many comparisons can be made from other places in the Bible to the book of Isaiah. We 

will look at a few of those comparisons along with some interesting things referred to in the book 

of Isaiah. Isaiah is often quoted in the New Testament, and Jesus quoted from the book of Isaiah 
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often. Remember, the Ethiopian Eunuch was reading the book of Isaiah when Philip showed him 

how to be saved. We can read much about Jesus in the book of Isaiah. 

Isaiah records many specific prophecies concerning the coming Messiah (Jesus) and his 

suffering death – more than any other book in the Old Testament.  

We will take three lessons to look at the book of Isaiah. 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

• Monday: Isaiah 1-4  

• Tuesday: Isaiah 5-8  

• Wednesday: Isaiah 9-12  

• Thursday: Isaiah 13-15  

• Friday: Isaiah 16-18  

• Saturday: Isaiah 19-20 

 

Isaiah: The Lord Saves 

1. Isaiah’s Call 

• The vision 

• God’s call, and Isaiah’s commission 

2. Isaiah Involved in Judah’s History 

• King Ahaz 

• King Hezekiah 

• Isaiah warned of Babylon’s invasion 

3. Interesting Things in the Book of Isaiah 

• The fall of Lucifer revealed: Isaiah 14 

• Isaiah quoted in the New Testament often 

• Ethiopian Eunuch was reading Isaiah  

4. Distinctive Prophecies 

• Jesus’ first coming: selected verses 

• Jesus’ sufferings: selected verses 

• Jesus, the promised light to the Gentiles: selected verses 
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Note: We have been studying the kings of Judah. We have learned of the first thirteen 

kings of Judah, with only seven good kings so far. One of the last kings we studied was King 

Ahaz, and he was a very bad king. God allowed the enemies to come in and defeat them in battle, 

carrying away many as captives. The next king was Ahaz’s son, Hezekiah, and he was a good 

king. Remember how good of a king he was: “And he did that which was right in the sight of the 

LORD, according to all that David his father did” (2 Kings 18:3). We find he was not only a 

good king but also, “5. He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none like 

him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. 6. For he clave to the LORD, 

and departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which the LORD 

commanded Moses” (2 Kings 18:5-6). He was the best king Judah had, because he obeyed God 

and His commandments. Because he obeyed God’s commands, God blessed him and caused him 

to prosper. 

In this lesson, we will learn more about Isaiah, God’s prophet. He spoke to the last kings 

of whom we have learned.  In the next three lessons, we will learn more about the book of Isaiah. 

 

1. Isaiah’s Call (Isaiah 6) 

Read Isaiah chapter six. It is in that chapter we read the call of Isaiah to become a prophet 

of God. God allowed Isaiah to see a vision (vision means “in Scripture, a revelation from God; 

an appearance or exhibition of something supernaturally presented to the minds of the prophets 

…”).  Isaiah saw God sitting upon His throne. When he saw God, he recognized just what a sinful 

man he was and how sinful of a people among which he lived. After one of the seraphim (angelic 

beings) around God’s throne touched Isaiah’s lips with a coal and told him that his sins were 

forgiven, God asked a question. “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 

and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8). Did you notice his 

response? Isaiah was willing to go and speak for God to that sinful people among whom he dwelt. 

When God called Isaiah, God told him what the people’s response would be. “9. And he 

said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive 

not. 10. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they 

see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 

healed” (Isaiah 6:9-10). God said that the people would neither hear, nor would they understand, 

the words spoken to them from God. But later, God let Isaiah know that one day He would send 
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One to His people that would turn them from their “transgression” (transgression means “a 

willful deviation from the path of righteousness; sin; faithlessness; apostasy”), and that until He 

came, God would not be left without a witness (one to speak God’s Word to the people). “20. 

And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith 

the LORD. 21. As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon 

thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of 

the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth 

and for ever” (Isaiah 59:20-21). We know the One promised was Jesus. We also know God will 

forgive those who asked for forgiveness, and read on to see that God promised He would put His 

Words in our hearts. “10. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I 

will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people” (Hebrews 8:10). Today, we are to be a 

witness with God’s Words written in our hearts. 

 

A Deeper Path: Today, we are called to do the same thing Isaiah was called to do. Before 

Jesus ascended into heaven, He left a task, or a commission for all Christians to do. (Commission 

means “something entrusted or delivered, from proper authority, given to a person for the 

performance of a certain duty; a charge or order given”) “19. Go ye therefore, and teach all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20. 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19-20). Just as Isaiah was sent, all 

Christians are sent.   

If you read Matthew 13:10-17, you will find that Jesus revealed things to His disciples that 

others would not understand (which is a prophecy fulfilled from Isaiah chapter six as well). Jesus 

often revealed things to His people through parables. 

 

2. Isaiah’s Involvement in Judah’s History 

“The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in 

the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah” (Isaiah 1:1).  

To quickly understand the main message of the book Isaiah, we must first notice that 

Isaiah wanted the people to understand their sin (Isaiah 1-6), and then the sins of the leaders 
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(Isaiah 7-12). In these chapters, he warned of judgment, pleading for repentance. He then wrote 

about the sins of the Gentile nations around, warning of God’s judgment (Isaiah 13-23). Even 

though these messages warned of sin and judgment for sin, God provided hope for His people of 

God’s mercy and a future for His people. Isaiah saw a day when Israel and Judah would be 

reunited in the land and into that promised kingdom (Isaiah 24-27). However, before that day, 

Assyria would invade and destroy Israel and the ten tribes would be assimilated in to the Assyrian 

Empire. Judah would be invaded, but God would deliver Jerusalem (Isaiah 28-35).  

We can see references to King Ahaz in Isaiah chapter seven as Isaiah warned King Ahaz.  

In Isaiah chapters 36-39, we can read Isaiah had many dealings with King Hezekiah. Not only did 

Isaiah have specific dealings with the kings in their courts, Isaiah had messages from God for the 

nation of Judah as a whole that can be found throughout the book of Isaiah. Isaiah saw the 

captivity of Israel, and Judah sell herself as a subject of Assyria (who carried Israel away captive) 

under the kingship of Ahaz. Judah remained under Assyria’s thumb until King Hezekiah. With 

the encouragement of Isaiah, King Hezekiah rebelled against the Assyrian oppression. Especially 

remember what we learned about King Hezekiah: After Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went up 

against Judah, he proceeded to demand money. Hezekiah paid him, sending silver and gold (2 

Kings 18:15). Nevertheless, that was not enough. Sennacherib proceeded to send an army to 

Jerusalem, and he sent Rabshakeh with a message. 

After receiving the message, King Hezekiah went to the house of the Lord and sent a 

message to Isaiah, God’s prophet (2 Kings 19:1-4). Isaiah responded to King Hezekiah’s 

messengers (2 Kings 19:6-7). God promised that He would take care of the enemy for King 

Hezekiah (see also Isaiah 37). 

Meanwhile, Rabshakeh returned to the king of Assyria where he was warring against 

another land. However, he heard that the king of Egypt was coming. After he heard that “rumor”, 

he sent a written message to King Hezekiah (2 Kings 19:10-11). When King Hezekiah received 

the message he went back to the house of the Lord and prayed (2 Kings 19:14-15). God used His 

prophet, Isaiah, to answer King Hezekiah. God would take care of him (2 Kings 19:20-34).  

Remember what God did for Judah and King Hezekiah: the angel of the Lord killed the army that 

besieged Jerusalem (185,000 soldiers), and when Sennacherib returned to Nineveh, two of his 

sons killed him. Everything God had promised King Hezekiah, God did.  
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Do you remember when Hezekiah was sick unto death? Isaiah came to him and told him 

to set his house in order. Hezekiah was going to die and not live (2 Kings 20:1). We find these 

events recorded in Isaiah 38 also. But in the book of Isaiah, we have, “The writing of Hezekiah 

king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness” (Isaiah 38:9). We have 

a recording of King Hezekiah’s writings, showing us his heart in this time of his life. However, it 

is also right after this that we read of him revealing all of his kingdom to the Babylonians (Isaiah 

39). Because of this, and even before Babylon became great, Isaiah warned they would carry 

Judah captive. Remember what Isaiah had to say to King Hezekiah. “5. Then said Isaiah to 

Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 6. Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine 

house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: 

nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. 7. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou 

shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon” 

(Isaiah 39:5-7). (Compare these verses back to 2 Kings 20:16-18.)  Isaiah told him what a foolish 

thing that was for him to do – to show another king all of his great wealth. God would allow that 

same kingdom to come and steal not only all of his treasures, but the sons of the land as well. 

After that captivity, Isaiah recorded words of comfort to those who would return to the 

land (Isaiah 40-66). 

Isaiah prophesied about 40 years (probably more), and lived into the reign of Manasseh, 

one of the worst kings of Judah. Tradition says that Manasseh had Isaiah “sawn asunder” (see 

Hebrews 11:37). 

Although Isaiah mostly spoke to Judah, like many other prophets, he referred to Israel as 

well.  He too, saw the destruction of many of the nations around – the enemies of God’s people. 

 

3. Interesting Things in the Book of Isaiah 

The Fall of Lucifer Revealed:  Isaiah 14:   

 “11. Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is 

spread under thee, and the worms cover thee. 12. How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son 

of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13. For 

thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 

God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14. I will ascend 

above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 15. Yet thou shalt be brought down 
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to hell, to the sides of the pit. 16. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider 

thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms” (Isaiah 

14:11-16). In the preceding verses, we can understand that this is a prophecy against an earthly 

king that was also a revelation about Satan (Lucifer) the power behind that earthly king. There is 

another such recording in Ezekiel 28:12-19 (we will look at when we study Ezekiel). Can you 

picture the fall of Lucifer in these verses? Can you understand that it was his pride that brought 

him down? He wanted to be greater than God, his Creator. Notice where God said He would 

bring Lucifer down to hell. Moreover, notice the reaction all would have one day when they will 

see just who it was that brought them great fear all of those years (“narrowly look upon thee, and 

consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms”).  

There will be no fear of Satan any more. 

Isaiah Quoted in the New Testament Often:   

Remember when Jesus read in the Synagogue at Nazareth.  

 

16. And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his 

custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood 

up for to read. 17. And there was delivered unto him the book of the 

prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place 

where it was written, 18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 

hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to 

heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19. 

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20. And he closed the book, 

and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all 

them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21. And he began 

to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” (Luke 

4:16-21)  

 

The book “Esaias” is the Old Testament book Isaiah. Jesus read Isaiah 61:1-2a: “1. The 

Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings 

unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
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and the opening of the prison to them that are bound. 2. To proclaim the acceptable year of the 

LORD …” He was revealing to all that He was that One Isaiah had told them would come.  

The book of Isaiah is referred to many times in the New Testament:   

Matthew 3:3 

Matthew 8:17 

Matthew 15:7 

Mark 7:6 

Luke 3:4 

John 12:38 

Romans 9:27 & 29    

Romans 10:15-16 

Romans 15:12

   

However, most of the time, Isaiah is just directly quoted (see the following great example 

with Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch). 

Ethiopian Eunuch was Reading Isaiah:   

Remember the events in Acts 8:26-39. An angel of the Lord sent Philip to a desert area.  

When he got there, he met an Ethiopian Eunuch who had just left Jerusalem where he had gone to 

worship. When Philip saw him, the eunuch was reading the book of Isaiah (Esaias) in his chariot. 

The spirit told Philip to join this chariot. He heard the Ethiopian Eunuch reading the book of 

Isaiah, so Philip asked him if he understood what he was reading. The Ethiopian Eunuch asked 

how he could understand unless someone “guide” him. He asked Philip to join him in his chariot.   

 

32. The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a 

sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so 

opened he not his mouth: 33. In his humiliation his judgment was taken 

away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the 

earth.” (Acts 8:32-33) 

 

This is a quote from Isaiah 53:7-8: “7. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 

opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers 

is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 8. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who 

shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression 

of my people was he stricken.” This scripture is speaking of Jesus and His suffering death for 

man’s sin. As we continue to read in Acts chapter eight, we understand that the Ethiopian Eunuch 

was saved after reading about Jesus in Isaiah. 
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34. And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom 

speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 35. Then 

Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached 

unto him Jesus. 36. And as they went on their way, they came unto a 

certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder 

me to be baptized? 37. And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine 

heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ 

is the Son of God. 38. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and 

they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he 

baptized him.” (Acts 8:34-38)  

 

 Philip was able to teach the Ethiopian Eunuch about Jesus by reading the book of Isaiah. 

When the Ethiopian Eunuch heard the verses, he wanted to be saved from his sin by Jesus.  

 

4. Distinctive Prophecies  

Isaiah has many prophecies about Jesus.  See just a very few of the following: 

Jesus’ first coming:   

Compare: “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).   

 And: “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 

his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us” (Matthew 1:23). Isaiah told of 

Jesus’ birth. 

Compare: “6. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 

be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7. Of the increase of his government and peace there 

shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 

with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever …” (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

And: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 

Lord” (Luke 2:11). Jesus would be born in the city of David, a king: God’s Son, the king who 

would reign forever.   
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Compare:  “1. And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 

shall grow out of his roots: 2. And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear 

of the LORD; 3. And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he 

shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 4. But with 

righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he 

shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the 

wicked” (Isaiah 11:1-4).   

And: “46. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting 

in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 47. And all that heard 

him were astonished at his understanding and answers” (Luke 2:46-47). Jesus would be the 

perfect, righteous, judge – who would have the “the spirit of knowledge”, and even all of the 

doctors were astonished at his understanding. 

Jesus’ sufferings and death:   

Compare: Isaiah chapter 53 with what is recorded about Jesus death in the four Gospels 

(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John). (We will look at this more in the last lesson of this quarter.) 

Compare:  “He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears 

from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the 

LORD hath spoken it” (Isaiah 25:8).  

And: “54. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 

have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is 

swallowed up in victory. 55. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56. The 

sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:54-57). When Jesus died on the 

cross and rose from the dead, He conquered death for eternity, winning the victory. 

Jesus, the promised light to the Gentiles:   

Compare:  “And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up 

the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the 

Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6).  

And: “25. And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon … 26. 

And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen 
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the Lord's Christ. 27. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus … 28. Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29. Lord, now 

lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 30. For mine eyes have seen thy 

salvation, 31. Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 32. A light to lighten the 

Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel” (Luke 2:25-32). Jesus not only came to save His 

people, the Jews, but the whole world (Gentiles included). 

 

Reinforcement: There is so much information found within the book of Isaiah – one 

could study their entire life and never fully understand it all. For this lesson, the idea is to allow 

one to grasp the importance of the book of Isaiah. As with all of the books of the Old Testament, 

Jesus is the subject. But unlike many of the Old Testament books, Isaiah gives many prophecies 

of His birth, life, death, burial, resurrection, and even His future eternal kingdom. Be encouraged 

to recognize that the central theme of the Bible has always been Jesus, and it is vividly displayed 

in the book of Isaiah. 

Especially remember that when God called Isaiah, he was willing to go. He had a very 

difficult task in speaking to the kings – good and bad kings. Nevertheless, he was faithful – even 

unto death. Be encouraged to listen for what God expects from your life (by reading your Bible, 

attending church regularly, and praying). However, even more importantly, to act upon what God 

has called you to do. The events in the Old Testament were written as examples for us to follow.  

Isaiah is an excellent example of one who was willing to obey God, not fearing the kings to 

whom he spoke, but faithfully speaking God’s Words to them. God also gave Isaiah imperative 

information to record as a reminder that God had not forgotten His promise to send One (Jesus) to 

take away man’s sin ‒ information that we can still read today.  

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will recognize when God calls us 

– and be willing to respond to that call, obeying Him. Help us remember that God sent Jesus to 

the whole world; but that the world needs someone to tell them about Jesus and help the to 

understand (just as Philip helped the Ethiopian Eunuch understand). 


