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2 Kings 14-16; 2 Chronicles 25-28: 

Amaziah, Uzziah (Azariah), Jotham, and Ahaz 

Lesson 11  

 

Key Verse 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in 

his mercy. 

—Psalm 33:18 

Key Verse Thought: Read the key verse. What does it mean to fear the Lord? (A good 

example is Job. “… Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and 

eschewed evil” Job 1:1. He showed his fear by turning from evil.) To fear God is to obey His 

word. Church is a good place to learn God’s Word.  

Emphasis: To recognize the importance of frequenting the house of the Lord often, 

knowing that it is there we will learn the fear of the Lord, seeking his mercy upon our lives. 

Lesson Summary: In the lesson before Joel, we remembered the last two who reigned in 

Judah: Athaliah (an illegitimate queen), and Joash (a good king). Although King Joash made 

great reformations, he forgot God after Jehoiada (his uncle the priest) died.       

So far, we have learned of the first eight kings of Judah, with only three good kings so far. 

In this lesson, we continue in our study of the kings of Judah. We will look at the next four kings 

of Judah. When Joash was killed, his son Amaziah became king. He reigned for 29 years and was 

a good king. After killing the servants who killed his father, he began his reign relying upon God. 

Nevertheless, like many kings before him, he forgot God. It was then that God’s anger was 

kindled against Amaziah. When Amaziah challenged the king of Israel, Joash, and they fought, he 

lost the battle. Amaziah turned away from following the Lord, and conspirators killed him in 

Lachish. His son, Uzziah, became king.   

Uzziah reigned for 52 years, did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and did 

much good for Judah. Moreover, God blessed him. Uzziah defeated enemies around, built up the 

cities, the army, and the defenses of the cities in Judah. However, when he was strong, his heart 

was lifted up. He went to the temple to perform the duty of the priest (he could not because he 

was not a priest). When rebuked by the priests, he rejected that rebuke, and God struck him with 

leprosy. His son, Jotham, judged the people until he died.   



Y2Q2 – Lesson 11 © The Biblical Path of Life 2 

After Uzziah’s death, Jotham became king. He did right in the eyes of the Lord, but he 

never entered the house of the Lord. When he died, his son Ahaz became king. He was a very bad 

king – for he did not right in the eyes of the Lord, but walked in the ways of the kings of Israel. 

He made images for Baalim and burnt his children in the fire to false idols. God delivered him 

into the hand of Syria. When rebuked by God’s prophet, not only did he reject the rebuke, but he 

also sought help from another enemy nation. Instead of helping, that enemy nation took more. 

Ahaz shut up the house of the Lord and made altars in every corner of the city – provoking the 

anger of God. When he died, his son, Hezekiah, became king. We will learn about him in our next 

lesson. 

  

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

• Monday: 2 Kings 14-15 

• Tuesday: 2 Kings 16  

• Wednesday: 2 Chronicles 25  

• Thursday: 2 Chronicles 26  

• Friday: 2 Chronicles 27  

• Saturday: 2 Chronicles 28

•  

2 Kings 14-16; 2 Chronicles 25-28 

Amaziah, Uzziah (Azariah), Jotham, and Ahaz 

1. King Amaziah (2 Kings 12:21; 14:1-20; 2 Chronicles 25) 

• Amaziah did that which was right in the eyes of the lord, but not with a perfect 

heart: 29 years 

• Amaziah challenged Joash, king of Israel, but lost 

2. King Uzziah (Azariah) (2 Kings 14:21-22; 15:1-7; 2 Chronicles 26) 

• Uzziah (Azariah) did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord: 52 years 

• Uzziah’s prosperous reign, until his heart was lifted up to his destruction 

3. King Jotham (2 Kings 15:7, 32-38; 2 Chronicles 27)  

• Jotham did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord: 16 years 

• Became mighty because he prepared his ways before the Lord his God  

4. King Ahaz (2 Kings 15:38 – 16:20; 2 Chronicles 28) 

• King Ahaz did not that which was right in the sight of the Lord: 16 years 

• King Ahaz’s trespasses against the Lord 
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Note: Remember what we have learned about Judah so far: after King Jehoshophat, the 

nation of Judah had a time of bad kings. King Jehoram (King Jehoshaphat’s son) married wicked 

King Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah. He was a wicked king. Jehoram’s son, Ahaziah, was also a 

wicked king. He only reigned one year when Jehu killed him (when he was visiting the king of 

Israel, Jehoram). When King Ahaziah’s mother, Athaliah, heard her son was dead, she made 

herself queen – killing all of the seed royal (except for one that was hidden – Jehoash). During 

this time of wicked kings, we learned that the house of God had become in great disrepair. When 

Jehoiada the priest revealed Jehoash as king of Judah, wicked Queen Athaliah was killed, and the 

house of God was repaired. Although Jehoash made great reformations, he forgot God after 

Jehoiada (his uncle the priest) died. We took a break from the history of the kings to study the 

book of Joel, because this is most likely the timeframe in which it took place. 

Joel prophesied to Judah during the reign of Jehoash (Joash) that began in Second Kings 

chapter twelve. God spoke, and Joel relayed God’s message to the people. After seeing a plague 

of locust, Joel warned of a coming invasion that he compared to that plague of locusts. Just as a 

plague of locusts completely destroys everything in its path, so the enemies of God would do to 

His people unless they repented of their sins against God. Joel called for the people to repent. 

God’s people would be taken captive, but when they repented, God would restore the years that 

the locust had eaten. God’s judgment would fall upon the enemy nations, hope would once again 

be restored, and Judah will dwell forever. 

We last ended our study in Judah’s history with the following. “And his servants arose, 

and made a conspiracy, and slew Joash (Jehoash) …” (2 Kings 12:20a).  “… and Amaziah his son 

reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 12:21b). 

 

1. King Amaziah (2 Kings 12:21; 14:1-20; 2 Chronicles 25) 

Remember that the servants of Joash (Jehoash), king of Judah, conspired against him and 

killed him. “20. And his servants arose, and made a conspiracy, and slew Joash (Jehoash) in the 

house of Millo, which goeth down to Silla. 21. For Jozachar the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad 

the son of Shomer, his servants, smote him, and he died; and they buried him with his fathers in 

the city of David: and Amaziah his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 12:20-21). Amaziah, King 

Joash’s (Jehoash’s) son, became king of Judah. Read the following to find out what kind of king 

he was. “And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, yet not like David his father: 
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he did according to all things as Joash (Jehoash) his father did” (2 Kings 14:3). However, read 

how he was like his father. “Howbeit the high places were not taken away: as yet the people did 

sacrifice and burnt incense on the high places” (2 Kings 14:4). He did not completely remove the 

high places, but allowed those who wanted to continue with their idol worship – just as King 

Jehoash had done (see 2 Kings 12:3). This helps us understand the way Second Chronicles 

worded it. “And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, but not with a perfect 

heart” (2 Chronicles 25:2). Once again, we see that it is a heart issue. Remember that God sees 

the heart. 

He then organized the people, establishing the army. “6. He hired also an hundred 

thousand mighty men of valour out of Israel for an hundred talents of silver. 7. But there came a 

man of God to him, saying, O king, let not the army of Israel go with thee; for the LORD is not 

with Israel …” (2 Chronicles 25:6-7). God was not with Israel, so King Amaziah was not to 

include them in his army. “8. But if thou wilt go, do it, be strong for the battle: God shall make 

thee fall before the enemy: for God hath power to help, and to cast down. 9. And Amaziah said to 

the man of God, But what shall we do for the hundred talents which I have given to the army of 

Israel? And the man of God answered, The LORD is able to give thee much more than this” (2 

Chronicles 25:8-9). If he used the army of Israel, it would be in his own strength, and God would 

allow them to be defeated. Instead, he was to rely upon God. “Then Amaziah separated them, to 

wit, the army that was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again: wherefore their anger was 

greatly kindled against Judah, and they returned home in great anger” (2 Chronicles 25:10). 

Amaziah trusted God, and God allowed them to be victorious in their battle against the children 

of Seir (in the valley of salt), killing 10,000 in battle and then another 10,000.  

As we continue, we see another great tragedy of a king who forgot God. “Now it came to 

pass, after that Amaziah was come from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the gods of 

the children of Seir, and set them up to be his gods, and bowed down himself before them, and 

burned incense unto them” (2 Chronicles 25:14). Also, see the following: “Wherefore the anger 

of the LORD was kindled against Amaziah, and he sent unto him a prophet, which said unto him, 

Why hast thou sought after the gods of the people, which could not deliver their own people out 

of thine hand?” (2 Chronicles 25:15). Amaziah had just defeated the Edomites in battle, yet notice 

that King Amaziah worshiped those false gods he took which could not even deliver the people 

who worshiped them. When God was angry for his insolence, He sent His prophet to rebuke the 
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king – to reason with him. However, instead of receiving the reproof, King Amaziah rejected it. 

See what was said when the prophet understood this. “… Then the prophet forbare, and said, I 

know that God hath determined to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and hast not 

hearkened unto my counsel” (2 Chronicles 25:16). It is at this point that King Amaziah 

challenged the king of Israel, Joash, to a fight (see 2 Chronicles 25:17-19). He sent a messenger 

to Jehoash, king of Israel saying, “… Come, let us look one another in the face” (2 Kings 14:8b). 

It appears that Amaziah was a little proud of his victory over Edom, so he wanted to prove 

himself greater than King Jehoash in Israel as well. Nevertheless, read King Jehoash’s response. 

“9b. … The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, Give thy 

daughter to my son to wife: and there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trode down 

the thistle. 10. Thou hast indeed smitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee up: glory of this, 

and tarry at home: for why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even thou, 

and Judah with thee?” (2 Kings 14:9b-10). King Jehoash compared himself to a cedar of 

Lebanon, and he called King Amaziah a thistle in Lebanon. A thistle was just a weed. How dare 

he ask for King Jehoash to join together (give thy daughter to my son to wife). He took it a step 

further when he compared a wild beast that “trode down” the thistle. Trode down means, “to 

stamp upon; to trample underfoot.” He acknowledged that King Amaziah had defeated Edom, but 

that his heart was too proud. He should enjoy the victory – not push the matter by trying to 

conquer another with no real cause. Not only would the king be hurt, but the nation Judah would 

be hurt as well.   

Although King Joash (Jehoash) did not want to fight him, King Amaziah insisted. “But 

Amaziah would not hear …” (2 Kings 14:11a) and also, “But Amaziah would not hear; for it 

came of God, that he might deliver them into the hand of their enemies, because they sought after 

the gods of Edom” (2 Chronicles 25:20). Notice the words “for it came of God.” Because 

Amaziah would not hear, see God’s plan: King Jehoash, king of Israel, went up and “… he and 

Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in the face at Bethshemesh …,” and they fought. 

Israel defeated Judah. King Jehoash took King Amaziah back to Jerusalem, the capital of Judah, 

broke the wall, took all the gold and silver, took all of the vessels from the house of the Lord, and 

the treasures of the king’s house. He even took hostages from Judah back to Israel. 

Very little is recorded about the last 15 years of King Amaziah’s life, except for the 

following: “Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away from following the LORD they made 
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a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to Lachish: but they sent to Lachish after him, 

and slew him there” (2 Chronicles 25:27).   

 “And all the people of Judah took Azariah, which was sixteen years old, and made him 

king instead of his father Amaziah” (2 Kings 14:21). 

 

A Deeper Path: At one point, King Amaziah believed God would provide for him, but 

then he forgot. Never forget the following verse: “But my God shall supply all your need 

according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). We are to trust Jesus. “Now 

unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 

power that worketh in us” (Ephesians 3:20).     

After reading this account of King Amaziah and his challenge to King Jehoash of Israel, 

can you think of anything he did wrong? See the following verses to help: “It is an honour for a 

man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling” (Proverbs 20:3). He should have been 

content with the victory he had instead of stirring up a fight over nothing. It was foolish to 

meddle.    

What does the Bible say about pride? Does God like man to become proud? “Though the 

LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off” (Psalm 

138:6). See also: “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but 

giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6).   

If one does become proud, what usually happens? See what Jesus said in Matthew 23:12: 

“And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be 

exalted.” How about the following verse? “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 

lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). More often than not, the proud person will fall flat on their 

face.  

Worse yet, he was considering something wrong – a mistake his great-grandfather, King 

Jehoram, made (remember he married wicked King Ahab’s daughter). The marriage of King 

Jehoram and King Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah, caused the nation much grief. Yet he wanted his 

son to marry the daughter of the king of Israel. (“… Give thy daughter to my son to wife …” 2 

Kings 14:9.) Remember again the verse we have already learned. “Be ye not unequally yoked 

together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 

communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14).   
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2. King Uzziah (Azariah) (2 Kings 14:21-22; 15:1-7; 2 Chronicles 26) 

“Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah … and made him king …” (2 Chronicles 26:1). 

After the conspiracy against King Amaziah and then his death, the people made his son Azariah 

(also called Uzziah) king of Judah.   

 

1. In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel began 

Azariah son of Amaziah king of Judah to reign. 2. Sixteen years old was 

he when he began to reign, and he reigned two and fifty years in 

Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem. 3. And he 

did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that 

his father Amaziah had done. (2 Kings 15:1-3)  

 

Read the additional insight we find in Second Chronicles.   

 

4. And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according 

to all that his father Amaziah did. 5. And he sought God in the days of 

Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God: and as long as 

he sought the LORD, God made him to prosper. (2 Chronicles 26:4-5)  

 

Notice the important part of this verse – as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to 

prosper. (Remember that Joash also sought the Lord all the days that Jehoiada lived.) The same is 

true today. Instead of having to rely upon men like Zechariah (or Jehoiada), we have the words 

recorded by men of God through the centuries – the Bible. We have it readily available – if we 

will only seek God and His Word. 

We continue with the third good king in a row, but he failed in the same area his father 

and grandfather failed. “Save that the high places were not removed: the people sacrificed and 

burnt incense still on the high places” (2 Kings 15:4). Second Kings does not tell much about 

King Azariah, Uzziah, (remember that the good the kings did for Judah was emphasized in the 

Chronicles), so we will read more about him from Second Chronicles.  

As he was seeking God, he was able to do much for Judah. King Uzziah went against the 

enemies of Judah. “7. And God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians … 
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and the Mehunims. 8. And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his name spread abroad even 

to the entering in of Egypt; for he strengthened himself exceedingly” (2 Chronicles 26:7-8). God 

blessed. See many of the things King Uzziah did for Judah:   

2 Chronicles 26:9-15:      

 “9. Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at the valley gate, and 

at the turning of the wall, and fortified them.   

  10. Also he built towers in the desert,   

 and digged many wells: for he had much cattle, both in the low country, and in the plains: 

husbandmen also, and vine dressers in the mountains, and in Carmel: for he loved 

husbandry.   

  11. Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting men, that went out to war by bands, according 

to the number of their account … 12. The whole number of the chief of the fathers of the 

mighty men of valour were two thousand and six hundred. 13. And under their hand was 

an army, three hundred thousand and seven thousand and five hundred, that made war 

with mighty power, to help the king against the enemy.   

  14. And Uzziah prepared for them throughout all the host shields, and spears, and helmets, 

and habergeons, and bows, and slings to cast stones.   

  15. And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning men, to be on the towers and 

upon the bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great stones withal.   

  And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously helped, till he was strong.”   

 

King Uzziah fortified the city and became famous throughout the land. He was a great and 

mighty king. Nevertheless, we see a great tragedy in his life. Do you remember who made King 

Uzziah strong? We can understand that King Uzziah forgot. As we continue, remember, “God 

made him to prosper” (2 Chronicles 26:5b). “But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to 

his destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the 

LORD to burn incense upon the altar of incense” (2 Chronicles 26:16). We read that when King 

Azariah (Uzziah) was strong, his heart was lifted up. Notice it also tells us in the same verse (2 

Chronicles 26:16) that was what led to his destruction. When his heart was lifted up, it caused 

him to “transgress against the LORD his God.” Remember the following verse to help you 

understand what was wrong with the king entering into the temple to burn incense upon the altar.  
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“Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest's office for every thing of the altar, 

and within the vail; and ye shall serve: I have given your priest's office unto you as a service of 

gift: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death” (Numbers 18:7). Only the Levites 

were to offer the incense offering – not the kings (who were of the tribe of Judah). Did you catch 

what would happen to “the stranger that cometh nigh?” According to that verse, they were to be 

put to death. As soon as King Uzziah went into the temple to offer the incense, over 80 priests 

followed him. “17. And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests of the 

LORD, that were valiant men: 18. And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It 

appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of 

Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; 

neither shall it be for thine honour from the LORD God” (2 Chronicles 26:17-18). Only the sons 

of Aaron were supposed to burn the incense – not the king. The priests told the king to leave. 

They understood that he was not doing it to bring honor unto God, but to bring honor unto 

himself. Instead of listening to godly counsel (who quoted the Word of God), read what 

happened.   

 

19. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn 

incense: and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose 

up in his forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, from 

beside the incense altar. 20. And Azariah the chief priest, and all the 

priests, looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, 

and they thrust him out from thence; yea, himself hasted also to go out, 

because the LORD had smitten him. 21. And Uzziah the king was a leper 

unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for 

he was cut off from the house of the LORD: and Jotham his son was 

over the king's house, judging the people of the land. (2 Chronicles 

26:19-21)  

 

See that he was not only a leper until his death, but he no longer lived in the palace, ruling 

as king. He lived separated from the rest of the people because of his leprosy. His son, Jotham, 

judged the people of the land until King Uzziah died.    
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 “So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the field of the 

burial which belonged to the kings; for they said, He is a leper: and Jotham his son reigned in his 

stead” (2 Chronicles 26:23).   

 

A Deeper Path: Toward the beginning of King Uzziah’s life, he saw something about 

which we can read. “But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if 

thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul” (Deuteronomy 4:29). Nevertheless, we also 

see how he failed. “6. Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is 

near: 7. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 

unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 

pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7). Instead of forsaking the wrong he was about to do, he did what he 

wanted – and God struck him with leprosy until his death.   

See the following words of encouragement for any who are not sure what God wants for 

His people. “11. For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of 

peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 12. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall 

go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 13. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when 

ye shall search for me with all your heart. 14. And I will be found of you, saith the LORD …” 

(Jeremiah 29:11-14a). While King Uzziah sought God, God blessed. When he forgot God, God 

dealt with him.  

Read one of the most vivid accounts of pride and the consequences of that pride found in 

the Bible. “12. How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut 

down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13. For thou hast said in thine heart, I will 

ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount 

of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I 

will be like the most High. 15. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit” 

(Isaiah 14:12-15). This is an accounting of the fall of Lucifer (renamed by God as Satan – which 

means, “enemy; arch-enemy of all that is good”). When he lifted his heart up thinking of himself 

greater than God, he fell. He became God’s enemy.   

Even today, we are to be warned not to think of ourselves better than we ought. “For I say 

… to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think …” 

(Romans 12:3). In addition, another warning we should remember. “Wherefore let him that 
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thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Remember, once King Uzziah’s 

heart was strong and lifted up, he thought more of himself than he should have – trying to do the 

job that was only for the priest. It was then that God struck him with leprosy. He could not have 

fallen any further than to lose his position as king, separated from all of his people, while he was 

still alive. He had to spend the rest of his life with his son judging the people because he could no 

longer function as the reigning king.   

 

3. King Jotham (2 Kings 15:7, 32-38; 2 Chronicles 27) 

Read 2 Kings 15:32-38. Jotham officially became king of Judah after his father, King 

Azariah (Uzziah), died (but remember that Jotham judged the people while his father was still 

alive because of his father’s leprosy). Once Jotham became king, he reigned for 16 years. He was 

a good king. “And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD: he did according to all 

that his father Uzziah had done” (2 Kings 15:34). But, notice that he did the same as his father, 

grand-father, and great-grandfather before him. “Howbeit the high places were not removed: the 

people sacrificed and burned incense still in the high places …” (2 Kings 15:35). See an 

interesting note in Second Chronicles. “And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, 

according to all that his father Uzziah did: howbeit he entered not into the temple of the LORD. 

And the people did yet corruptly” (2 Chronicles 27:2). Notice the additional information – he did 

not enter into the temple of the Lord. In addition, notice that the people did yet corruptly. 

Recognizing the placement of this information, one could assume that the people doing corruptly 

was probably because the king never went to the temple. There is much to be said of leading by 

example! Personally, he was able to do right in the sight of the Lord even though he did not enter 

into the temple. However, as we will continue to learn, it could not possibly be worth the 

disastrous results upon a people (and even the king’s own family) because of a king who did not 

“go to church.” Yet at the same time, he did do a few good things for the temple. “… He built the 

higher gate of the house of the LORD” (2 Kings 15:35b).   

Remembering the Chronicles tells of much good the kings did for Judah, see what is 

recorded about King Jotham. “He built the high gate of the house of the LORD, and on the wall 

of Ophel he built much” (2 Chronicles 27:3). He also built cities in the mountains of Judah and 

castles and towers in the forests. He defeated the Ammonites in battle, making them his paying 

subjects. “So Jotham became mighty, because he prepared his ways before the LORD his God” (2 



Y2Q2 – Lesson 11 © The Biblical Path of Life 12 

Chronicles 27:6). Read what God allowed to happen during King Jotham’s reign. “In those days 

the LORD began to send against Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah” 

(2 Kings 15:37). He reigned for 16 years. “And Jotham slept with his fathers, and they buried him 

in the city of David” (2 Chronicles 27:9).   

 “… and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 15:38b). 

 

A Deeper Path: Attending church is proper and right according to Hebrews 10:25: “Not 

forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 

another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” It is not only good for us, but it is 

an encouragement to others when we go to church.       

Notice that King Jotham did not enter the temple of the Lord. Moreover, see the reflection 

of that in the people’s actions (“the people did yet corruptly”). Nevertheless, remember, he did 

things for the temple. Is it good enough to do good things for God’s house if you never enter to 

worship therein? Notice what kind of a son he had in our next king. 

 

4. King Ahaz (2 Kings 15:38 – 16:20; 2 Chronicles 28) 

Jotham was a good king, but see what kind of a king his son was. 

 

2. Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, and reigned 

sixteen years in Jerusalem, and did not that which was right in the sight 

of the LORD his God, like David his father. 3. But he walked in the way 

of the kings of Israel, yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, 

according to the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out 

from before the children of Israel. 4. And he sacrificed and burnt incense 

in the high places, and on the hills, and under every green tree. (2 Kings 

16:2-4) 

 

Ahaz reigned over Judah for sixteen years, and he was like the kings of Israel (remember 

– none of them were good!). This king is another exception to most others recorded in the 

Chronicles of the kings – for King Ahaz did nothing to better Judah (also remember Jehoram and 

Ahaziah from our previous study of the kings). Instead, he made things worse. After just learning 
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about four good kings in a row, we come to King Ahaz. He was a bad king – and not just because 

he did not right in the sight of the Lord. He also walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and 

because he made images for Baalim. Second Kings told us he “made his son to pass through the 

fire.” See also what we read in Second Chronicles. “Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of 

the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom 

the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel” (2 Chronicles 28:3). We read in Second 

Kings as it told us he sacrificed his son to the false god, Molech. However, Second Chronicles 

said it was his children (notice children is more than one son). Read of what God had warned 

them. “And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou 

profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 18:21). This is something they were 

specifically told to not do.   

As we read more about King Ahaz, we find he made himself and the nation of Judah 

servants to their enemy, Assyria (2 Kings 16:7-9). Note: Isaiah warned against such alliances in 

Isaiah 7-9.         

Because he killed his own children, offering them as burnt sacrifices to idols, and he 

worshiped false idols everywhere, see what we learn. “5. Wherefore the LORD his God delivered 

him into the hand of the king of Syria; and they smote him, and carried away a great multitude of 

them captives, and brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered into the hand of the 

king of Israel, who smote him with a great slaughter. 6. For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in 

Judah an hundred and twenty thousand in one day, which were all valiant men; because they had 

forsaken the LORD God of their fathers” (2 Chronicles 28:5-6). The king’s son was killed. Israel 

took 200,000 people captive and much spoil from Judah (2 Chronicles 28:7-8). Nevertheless, God 

sent a prophet, Oded, to rebuke Israel, warning them to return the captives “for the fierce wrath of 

the LORD is upon you” (2 Chronicles 28:11). Men of Israel rose up, wanting to obey God, and 

returned the captives to Judah (2 Chronicles 28:12-15). 

King Ahaz asked Assyria for help because the Edomites had come taking captives, and the 

Philistines had invaded taking many cities. “For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz 

king of Israel; for he made Judah naked, and transgressed sore against the LORD” (2 Chronicles 

28:19). Instead of helping, Assyria took more. Another tragic thing King Ahaz did is recorded in 

2 Kings 16:10-18. When King Ahaz visited the king of Assyria, Tiglath-pileser, he saw an altar 

they used in worship of idols. King Ahaz sent plans to Urijah, the priest, to make an altar just like 
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it. When he did, King Ahaz used that altar to offer different offerings upon it. He then began to 

take things from the temple of the Lord and implemented them in his false worship. Still yet, 

King Ahaz did not seek God, but sinned more. “For he sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus, 

which smote him: and he said, Because the gods of the kings of Syria help them, therefore will I 

sacrifice to them, that they may help me. But they were the ruin of him, and of all Israel” (2 

Chronicles 28:23).   

 “24. And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the house of God, and cut in pieces the 

vessels of the house of God, and shut up the doors of the house of the LORD, and he made him 

altars in every corner of Jerusalem. 25. And in every several city of Judah he made high places to 

burn incense unto other gods, and provoked to anger the LORD God of his fathers” (2 Chronicles 

28:24-25). He replaced the worship of God with idolatry, and then finally “… and shut up the 

doors of the house of the LORD …” (2 Chronicles 28:24b); “… and provoked to anger the LORD 

God of his fathers” (2 Chronicles 28:25b). 

“And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city, even in Jerusalem: but 

they brought him not into the sepulchres of the kings of Israel: and Hezekiah his son reigned in 

his stead” (2 Chronicles 28:27). Because of King Ahaz’s great wickedness, the people would not 

even bury him with the kings. 

 

2 Kings 14-16 at a Glance: 

Chapter 14: Joash (Jehoash) was king of Israel and Amaziah was king of Judah; Jehoash fought 

against Judah and took all the gold and silver and all the vessels found in the house of the 

Lord, and took the treasures of the king’s house and hostages; Jehoash died and Jeroboam 

reigned over Israel; Azariah became king of Judah; Jeroboam died and his son, Zachariah, 

reigned       

Chapter 15: Azariah, king of Judah, was struck with leprosy and when he died his son, Jotham, 

became king of Judah;; Shallum conspired against Zachariah and killed him, becoming 

king of Israel; Menahem killed Shallum and reigned in his stead; when Menahem died, 

Pekahiah became king; Pekah conspired against him, killed him and reigned in his stead; 

Hoshea conspired and killed Pekah and reigned in his stead;Jotham died and Ahaz his 

son reigned over Judah 
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Chapter 16: Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel, came up against Judah but could not 

overcome Ahaz; Ahaz took of the treasures of God’s house and sent them to the king of 

Assyria; Ahaz had Urijah, the priest, to build an altar like the one in Damascus and had 

Urijah offer upon it     

 2 Chronicles 25 – 28 at a Glance: 

Chapter 25: Amaziah became king; killed men who killed his father; gathered army in Judah and 

hired 100,000 men from Israel; warned by prophet to send Israel’s men home – for 

God had the power to help in battle; smote the children of Seir and brought their gods 

back and worshiped them & God was angry; Amaziah challenged Joash of Israel to 

fight; lost because Amaziah sought false gods; killed by a conspiracy  

Chapter 26: Uzziah (Azariah) became king; as long as he sought God, God made him to prosper; 

won many battles, strengthened Judah; but when he became strong, his heart became 

lifted up; went to perform the duties of the priest – God struck him with leprosy; his 

son judged the people until his death (Uzziah no longer ruled)  

Chapter 27: Jotham became king; never entered the Temple (and the people did yet corruptly), but 

became mighty because he prepared his ways before the Lord his God  

Chapter 28: Ahaz became king; walked in the ways of the kings of Israel; worshiped idols and 

God delivered him into the hands of Syria and Israel; Israel took captives and were 

warned by a prophet to let them go – and they did; enemies invaded Judah for the 

Lord brought Judah low because of Ahaz  

  

Reinforcement: As we have continued in our study of the kings of Judah, we must notice 

and learn some things. Each good king was compared back to King David, the man after God’s 

own heart. In addition, each good king we studied today failed in the same area that their fathers 

had; they did not remove the extra worship in the land – the worship of false gods.   

Two of the three good kings we studied (Amaziah and Uzziah) both allowed themselves 

to become too proud. Amaziah fought and lost a battle with Israel (causing some of the people to 

be carried captive), and Uzziah entered into the Temple to do the priests’ job, and God struck him 

with leprosy so that he could no longer serve as king (his son judged the people). Jotham did right 

before God, and although he never entered into the Temple, God blessed him mightily. Each king 

became just a little bit worse until we read about King Ahaz. There was nothing good about him. 

He was compared back to the kings of Israel (none of them were good). He blatantly worshiped 
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false gods – not the God of Israel. When he did, God allowed the enemies to begin to overcome 

the land. Ahaz rejected everything about God, which caused much damage to the nation, Judah. 

Not only that, King Ahaz shut up the doors to the house of the Lord. Looking back, we cannot 

help but notice the relationship between the king’s departure from the house of the Lord and the 

departure of the people’s relationship deteriorating away from God. If nothing else, this should 

help us see the importance of frequenting the house of the Lord – often. It is there that man 

remembers to fear God and seek for His mercy. 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will recognize the difference in a 

life that pleases God (one with God’s blessings) as opposed to a life that does not please God 

(one without the blessings of God). 

 


