
1 Chronicles 11-20: 

David Becomes King 

Lesson 3 

 

Key Verse 

And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to 

whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a 

man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will. 

—Acts 13:22 

Key Verse Thought: After learning of King Saul’s death last week, we must remember 

that God removed Saul from being king for his disobedience. We then read that God made David 

king. This verse helps us understand why God chose David – for David wanted to please God 

with all of his heart. In this lesson, we will see some ways David wanted to do things God’s way 

– pleasing Him. 

 

Emphasis: We are to learn that in order to please God we must learn to seek God first.  

God demands obedience, and then He blesses. Just as David sought after God’s heart, so too 

should we! 

 

Lesson Summary: In our last lesson, we learned that God removed the kingdom from 

Saul and gave it to David. In this lesson, we begin to remember King David. Once the people 

came together making David their king, he then sets his eye upon Jerusalem – where the Jebusites 

lived. David’s first act as king was to take Jerusalem and make it the city of David. 

God gave David many mighty men who helped bring in David as the next king of Israel.  

Not only will we learn things about those mighty men, but about the events that led David from 

being the king of two tribes to the king of the entire nation of Israel. We will then remember 

David’s failed attempt at bringing the Ark of the Lord (Ark of the Covenant) by a new cart into 

Jerusalem. The procession halted when Uzza was struck dead (for touching the Ark).  David 

recognized God’s anger, became fearful of God, and left the Ark of the Lord at the home of 

Obededom. 
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Once the Philistines, enemies of Israel, heard that David was king, they came out against 

Israel. Before entering into battle, David sought God. He obeyed God, and God gave David 

victory over the enemy.  

David learned (by seeking God’s Word to find the answer) the proper way to bring the 

Ark of the Lord into Jerusalem, and he successfully brought it into the tent made specifically to 

house the Ark of the Lord. This time it was brought into Jerusalem with much rejoicing – in the 

order God demanded it be done. David organized the priests and Levites in their different 

ministries in the house of the Lord, and he even organized the music and the musicians that were 

to play before the Lord. 

David recognized that he lived in a beautiful house, but the Lord’s house was only a tent.  

David wanted to build a house for the Lord. Instead, God promised to build David an everlasting 

house (descendants to remain upon the throne – ultimately leading to Jesus). We will see how 

God blessed David’s kingdom when David sought to please God first. God allowed David’s 

kingdom to be extended, and the enemies around defeated.  

When King Nahash died, David wanted to show kindness to his son, Hanun. We will read 

what happened when that kindness was rejected. David continued to extend his kingdom, 

conquering the enemies around. 

 

Remember: The books of the Chronicles do not dwell upon the wrongdoings of the kings, 

but what good they accomplished for Judah. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

• Monday: 1 Chronicles 11-12  

• Tuesday: 1 Chronicles 13-14   

• Wednesday: 1 Chronicles 15-16   

• Thursday: 1 Chronicles 17-18   

• Friday: 1 Chronicles 19  

• Saturday: 1 Chronicles 20 
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1 Chronicles 11-20:  

David Becomes King 

1. David Becomes King of Israel (1 Chronicles 11-12)  

• David made king and takes Jerusalem 

• David’s mighty men 

2. David Established as King (1 Chronicles 13-16) 

• David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

• Conquering of the Philistines 

• David blessed the people, appointed the Levites to minister, and his Psalm of 

Thanksgiving 

3. God’s Promise (1 Chronicles 17) 

• David wants to build a house for God 

• God promises to build a house for David  

4. King David (1 Chronicles 18-20)  

• David’s kingdom extended by defeating enemies around 

• Kindness shown to Nahash’s son, Hanun  
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Note: In our last lesson, we learned more of the genealogies, understanding the importance 

of remembering what God did for His people. We then looked back to Saul, the first king of Israel, 

remembering why God removed the kingdom from his family and gave it to another – one who 

sought after God’s own heart – David. 

 

1. David Becomes King of Israel (1 Chronicles 11-12)  

After Saul’s death, we must remember that David was made king and ruled in Hebron for 

seven and a half years first (2 Samuel 2-4). It was after this time that David was then made king 

over the entire nation of Israel for 33 years, bringing the total number of years he ruled Israel to 

40 (2 Samuel 5:1-5). This is where we begin First Chronicles chapter eleven: the people of 

Hebron came together and made David their king over all of Israel. “Therefore came all the elders 

of Israel to the king to Hebron; and David made a covenant with them in Hebron before the 

LORD; and they anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of the LORD by Samuel” 

(1 Chronicles 11:3). (Remember that Samuel anointed David to become the next king of Israel 

once Saul had been rejected for his transgressions – see 1 Samuel 16:1, 12-13.) 

David’s first order of business: “And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem …” (1 

Chronicles 11:4). Remember that Jerusalem is about five miles from Bethlehem where David 

grew up. The Jebusites inhabited Jerusalem. “And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou 

shalt not come hither. Nevertheless David took the castle of Zion, which is the city of David” (1 

Chronicles 11:5). Notice what else happened during the taking of Jerusalem. “And David said, 

Whosoever smiteth the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. So Joab the son of Zeruiah went 

first up, and was chief” (1 Chronicles 11:6). Joab then became King David’s chief and captain 

throughout his reign. 

“And David dwelt in the castle; therefore they called it the city of David” (1 Chronicles 

11:7).  David then secured the area around Jerusalem. “So David waxed greater and greater: for 

the LORD of hosts was with him” (1 Chronicles 11:9).   

It is after this that we read a listing of David’s mighty men. These were men that God 

gave to David, “… who strengthened themselves with him in his kingdom, and with all Israel, to 

make him king, according to the word of the LORD concerning Israel” (1 Chronicles 11:10). 

Many of these mighty men joined David and began to help him as he fled from King Saul; 
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remember King Saul wanted David dead (I Chronicles 12:1). David fought with these men 

against the Philistines many times. They saw and recognized God’s deliverance in these battles.  

During the listing of these mighty men, an event is recalled.  

 

16. And David was then in the hold, and the Philistines' garrison was 

then at Bethlehem. 17. And David longed, and said, Oh that one would 

give me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, that is at the gate! 

18. And the three brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew 

water out of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and 

brought it to David: but David would not drink of it, but poured it out to 

the LORD, 19. And said, My God forbid it me, that I should do this 

thing: shall I drink the blood of these men that have put their lives in 

jeopardy? for with the jeopardy of their lives they brought it. Therefore 

he would not drink it. These things did these three mightiest. (1 

Chronicles 11:16-19) 

  

These three of David’s mightiest men wanted to grant this longing desire of David’s: a 

drink of water from his homeland, Bethlehem. David recognized the great sacrifice (the risking of 

their own lives) these men had made in trying to please him. For that great sacrifice of their lives, 

David would not partake of the gift they brought (the water from Bethlehem) for himself, but 

poured it out unto the Lord for the great friends God had given him. (See 2 Samuel 23:8-39 as 

another listing of David’s mighty men, including this event of the water from Bethlehem.) 

We can read of more mighty men that first helped David become the king over Judah (the 

tribe to which David belonged) in I Chronicles 12:1-22. Many people in Israel helped David 

reach the throne. We particularly remember those who helped David as he fled from King Saul, 

and as he made the slow ascent as the king of Israel in this chapter (also, see 1 Samuel 27).    

Notice how great of fighters these mighty men were: “They were armed with bows, and could use 

both the right hand and the left in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a bow, even of Saul's 

brethren of Benjamin” (1 Chronicles 12:2). Especially notice: “And of the Gadites there separated 

themselves unto David into the hold to the wilderness men of might, and men of war fit for the 



Y2Q2 – Lesson 3 © The Biblical Path of Life 6 

battle, that could handle shield and buckler, whose faces were like the faces of lions, and were as 

swift as the roes upon the mountains” (1 Chronicles 12:8). These men were fierce warriors!  

The list of these mighty men continues until 1 Chronicles 12:15. Notice David’s caution 

as the men of Benjamin and Judah came to him. “And David went out to meet them, and 

answered and said unto them, If ye be come peaceably unto me to help me, mine heart shall be 

knit unto you: but if ye be come to betray me to mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in mine 

hands, the God of our fathers look thereon, and rebuke it” (1 Chronicles 12:17). Take note of 

what happened next. “Then the spirit came upon Amasai, who was chief of the captains, and he 

said, Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse: peace, peace be unto thee, and 

peace be to thine helpers; for thy God helpeth thee. Then David received them, and made them 

captains of the band” (1 Chronicles 12:18). Those men were there to help David – for they 

recognized that God helped David. “For at that time day by day there came to David to help him, 

until it was a great host, like the host of God” (1 Chronicles 12:22). God was giving David these 

mighty men to help establish him as the king over all of Israel.  

For the rest of 1 Chronicles 12:23-40, we learn how David was made king over all of 

Israel – not just Judah (remember that the captain of King Saul had taken the son of King Saul, 

Ishbosheth, and made him king of Israel – see 2 Samuel 2:8-11. Also, remember that two of his 

own captains eventually killed Ishbosheth). “And these are the numbers of the bands that were 

ready armed to the war, and came to David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, 

according to the word of the LORD” (1 Chronicles 12:23). After reading the numbers from each 

tribe (1 Chronicles 12:24-37), read 1 Chronicles 12:38: “All these men of war, that could keep 

rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel: and all the rest also 

of Israel were of one heart to make David king.” After they had joined together, they had a great 

celebration (see 1 Chronicles 12:39-40). 

A Deeper Path: Notice the kind of men that had come to David previously.  “And every 

one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented, 

gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about 

four hundred men” (1 Samuel 22:2). 

As we just read, God began to send him mighty, fighting, men. Notice the kind of army 

God built for David over time – an army that brought him in as a mighty, conquering king. These 

men were willing to die for their king. 
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2. David Established as King (1 Chronicles 13-16) 

Read First Chronicles chapter thirteen to recall the familiar events of David’s first attempt 

at bringing the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.  

Now that David was king of Israel: “And David consulted with the captains of thousands 

and hundreds, and with every leader” (1 Chronicles 13:1). Even though David was the king of 

Israel, he sought counsel. [Note: Do you recognize whose counsel he forgot to consult? (God’s.) 

Notice that although David wanted to do a great thing, consulting God should never be forgotten. 

If he had consulted God first, he may have saved himself much heartache. Take note of the things 

David learned through this process.] Read the following to remember what it was that he wanted 

to do. “2. And David said unto all the congregation of Israel, If it seem good unto you, and that it be 

of the LORD our God, let us send abroad unto our brethren every where, that are left in all the land of 

Israel, and with them also to the priests and Levites which are in their cities and suburbs, that they 

may gather themselves unto us: 3. And let us bring again the ark of our God to us: for we enquired not 

at it in the days of Saul” (1 Chronicles 13:2-3). King David acknowledged that the Ark of the Lord 

(the Ark of the Covenant) belonged in the midst of the people. If you remember, that is where 

God told Moses that the tabernacle with the Ark of the Covenant belonged – in the center of 

the camp. David recognized that it had been of no importance during King Saul’s reign. Read the 

people’s response in 1 Chronicles 13:4: “And all the congregation said that they would do so: for the 

thing was right in the eyes of all the people.” 

“5a. So David gathered all Israel together … 7. And they carried the ark of God in a new 

cart out of the house of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio drave the cart” (1 Chronicles 13:5a, 7). 

There is something very important to realize as we come to this place in the recollection (because 

we have heard this before, and we know what happens!). None of the people, not even the priests 

or Levites, recognized that they were doing anything wrong. Keep in mind that just because we 

do not “know” something is wrong, does not make it any less wrong. It was the responsibility 

of God’s people, especially the leaders, to know the right way to move the Ark of the Covenant.  

However, because they did not know when they should have known, a man lost his life.   

The men carried the Ark of God on a new cart, singing and playing musical instruments 

with all of their might. But, when the oxen stumbled, “9b. … Uzza put forth his hand to hold the 

ark; for the oxen stumbled. 10. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzza, and he 

smote him, because he put his hand to the ark: and there he died before God” (1 Chronicles 
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13:9b-10). We read that David was displeased (1 Chronicles 13:11), but more importantly: “And 

David was afraid of God that day, saying, How shall I bring the ark of God home to me?” (1 

Chronicles 13:12). David immediately recognized there was a problem. Instead of continuing on, 

trying to finish what he had started, David knew to stop. He understood there was something 

wrong, so he left the ark for three months in the house of Obededom. “14b. … And the LORD 

blessed the house of Obededom, and all that he had” (1 Chronicles 13:14b).            

The King of Tyre sent messengers, timbers, masons, and carpenters to build a house for 

David. David realized that God had not quit him. Moreover, notice that David did not quit God. 

David recognized that God was still blessing him and establishing his kingdom. “And David 

perceived that the LORD had confirmed him king over Israel, for his kingdom was lifted up on 

high, because of his people Israel” (1 Chronicles 14:2).  

Next, we read an accounting of the sons born to David while he was in Jerusalem (1 

Chronicles 14:3-7). 

When the Philistines, an enemy of God’s people, heard that David had been made king, 

they sought David. David went out against them. “And the Philistines came and spread 

themselves in the valley of Rephaim” (1 Chronicles 14:9). Notice something different here: David 

did not consult with his captains or with his leaders (as he had when he wanted to move the Ark 

of the Lord). Although it is very good to seek counsel, David learned that the first counsel he 

should seek was God’s counsel. “And David enquired of God, saying, Shall I go up against the 

Philistines? and wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto him, Go up; for 

I will deliver them into thine hand” (1 Chronicles 14:10). David asked God before he went into 

battle, and God answered him. God allowed David to defeat the Philistines in battle, and David 

destroyed all of the Philistines’ gods with fire. “13. And the Philistines yet again spread 

themselves abroad in the valley. 14. Therefore David enquired again of God; and God said unto 

him, Go not up after them; turn away from them, and come upon them over against the mulberry 

trees. 15. And it shall be, when thou shalt hear a sound of going in the tops of the mulberry trees, 

that then thou shalt go out to battle: for God is gone forth before thee to smite the host of the 

Philistines” (1 Chronicles 14:13-15). See that David continued to trust God. When the Philistines 

came out against them again, David once again asked God what to do. God told David to turn 

away from them, heading toward the mulberry trees. Once David heard a sound in the tops of the 

mulberry trees, then go to battle.  That would be when God would go before David and win the 
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battle for him. What was David’s response to God’s Word? “David therefore did as God 

commanded him: and they smote the host of the Philistines from Gibeon even to Gazer” (1 

Chronicles 14:16). Because David obeyed God, God went before them and allowed them to win 

the battle. But more than that, see what else God did for David. “And the fame of David went out 

into all lands; and the LORD brought the fear of him upon all nations” (1 Chronicles 14:17).      
 

David had not forgotten about the Ark of the Covenant that he wanted to bring into 

Jerusalem. However, David did spend more time in preparation this time, “… and prepared a 

place for the ark of God, and pitched for it a tent” (1 Chronicles 15:1b). David had also learned 

the correct way to move the Ark of the Lord. “Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of 

God but the Levites: for them hath the LORD chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister unto 

him for ever” (1 Chronicles 15:2). David made plans this time and organized the procession. “3. 

And David gathered all Israel together to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD unto his 

place, which he had prepared for it. 4. And David assembled the children of Aaron, and the 

Levites” (1 Chronicles 15:3-4). In reading 1 Chronicles 15:5-12, we see a listing of the 

organization of the priests and Levites and their preparation to bring the Ark of the Lord to 

Jerusalem. Why did David make so many preparations this time? See what he learned: “For 

because ye did it not at the first, the LORD our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought 

him not after the due order” (1 Chronicles 15:13). God is a God of order. Things must be done 

His way. (For a thought on this see 1 Corinthians 14:40: “Let all things be done decently and in 

order.” This verse is a reminder to make sure the worship of the Lord is done without disorder 

and confusion, but in order and peace. If things are done God’s way, people are able to be drawn 

to Him.) David did not want to displease God a second time.   

David found out the correct way to move the Ark of the Covenant by seeking the Word of 

God. Any question we have, even today, we must seek God’s Word to find the answer. Not only 

can we find answers to our questions, but seeking God’s Word will also show us the correct way 

God wants us to live our lives and do things that please Him. “And the children of the Levites 

bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses commanded according 

to the word of the LORD” (1 Chronicles 15:15). David then organized the singers and musicians 

(notice that even the music had to have order!).  

When they carried the Ark of the Covenant, knowing they were doing it according to 

God’s plan, they “… went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the house of 
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Obededom with joy” (1 Chronicles 15:25b). Recognize that there was joy in the procession when 

they did it God’s way. Also, notice that God helped them. “And it came to pass, when God helped 

the Levites that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, that they offered seven bullocks and 

seven rams” (1 Chronicles 15:26). Something important to remember: “My help cometh from the 

LORD, which made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:2). Our help is to come from the Lord.               

“So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tent that David had pitched 

for it: and they offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings before God” (1 Chronicles 16:1). 

After placing the Ark of God in the tent and offering sacrifices, David blessed the people and 

gave them food to eat. Once again, David appointed Levites with certain jobs of ministry to 

perform before the Ark of the Covenant.   

“Then on that day David delivered first this psalm to thank the LORD into the hand of 

Asaph and his brethren” (1 Chronicles 16:7). For the rest of the chapter, we read the Psalm that 

David gave to Asaph (the chief Levite who was to minister before the Ark of the Lord in music). 

We can compare the verses of 1 Chronicles 16:8-22 with Psalm 105:1-15 and then compare 1 

Chronicles 16:23-29 with Psalm 96:1-9. These verses were a reminding of the history of what 

God had done for His people – so the people would never forget. (Read 1 Chronicles 16:7-36 and 

recognize a few of these verses that help you understand the joy felt by King David.) 

 “So he left there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD Asaph and his brethren, to 

minister before the ark continually, as every day's work required” (1 Chronicles 16:37).   

 

A Deeper Path: King Saul had only enquired of the Ark of the Lord once (see 1 Samuel 

14:18). He did not even wait to go to it, or have it brought to him.  

There was a time that God would overlook the ignorance of man – but that time has 

passed. God’s Word is available to any and all. “27. That they should seek the Lord, if haply they 

might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: 28. For in him we 

live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also 

his offspring. 29. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the 

Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 30. And the times 

of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 31. 

Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that 
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man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised 

him from the dead” (Acts 17:27-31).       

Read how they were to suppose to move the Ark of the Covenant. “And when Aaron and 

his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the 

camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not 

touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the 

tabernacle of the congregation” (Numbers 4:15) and see: “And thou shalt put the staves into the 

rings by the sides of the ark, that the ark may be borne with them” (Exodus 25:14).   

Some believe Psalm 24 was written and sung by David upon the moving of the Ark of the 

Covenant into Jerusalem. 

 

3. God’s Promise (1 Chronicles 17) 

We have before learned how David sat in his house and realized that while he had a 

beautiful house; God’s house was just a tent. However, as we come to First Chronicles chapter 

seventeen, we see into the heart of King David and even the heart of God as the two converse 

(partly through the prophet Nathan). Read First Chronicles chapter seventeen and understand 

what an important conversation it was. Especially see the intent of David’s heart (remember:  he 

was known as the man after God’s own heart – see Acts 13:22). “Now it came to pass, as David 

sat in his house, that David said to Nathan the prophet, Lo, I dwell in an house of cedars, but the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD remaineth under curtains” (1 Chronicles 17:1). After reading I 

Chronicles 17:4-9 where God revealed that David was the first man to even acknowledge this 

need, and after reminding David of God’s continual presence, making David the king that he had 

become, God adds even more blessing.  

 

“10b. … Moreover I will subdue all thine enemies. Furthermore I tell 

thee that the LORD will build thee an house. 11. And it shall come to 

pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with thy fathers, 

that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I 

will establish his kingdom. 12. He shall build me an house, and I will 

stablish his throne for ever. 13. I will be his father, and he shall be my 

son: and I will not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from him 
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that was before thee: 14. But I will settle him in mine house and in my 

kingdom for ever: and his throne shall be established for evermore.” (1 

Chronicles 17:10b-14) 

 

As we read those verses, we can understand that this is not only a promise of David’s 

kingdom, but that God will allow his descendants to rule and reign forever. We will learn in the 

coming weeks that the sons of David remained on the throne of Judah until they were carried 

away captive. However, this promise of God’s runs even deeper:  this is a promise of Jesus – that 

One God promised, who would become king and rule and reign forever.        

   How did David respond to this great promise? Read I Chronicles 17:16-27 to hear the 

prayer of David unto God for the great promise God made. Especially see how his humble prayer 

of thanks turned to a prayer of praise. 

 

A Deeper Path: In reading I Chronicles 17:16-17, we can almost see why David wrote 

Psalm 8:3-6: “3. When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which thou hast ordained; 4. What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that 

thou visitest him? 5. For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him 

with glory and honour. 6. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou 

hast put all things under his feet.”   

Then compare that to the following: “6. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What 

is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him? 7. Thou madest 

him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him 

over the works of thy hands: 8. Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he 

put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet 

all things put under him. 9. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death 

for every man” (Hebrews 2:6-9). Jesus was that One. 

  

4. King David (1 Chronicles 18-20)  

Read the following: “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 

these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). After what we have learned about King 
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David, see how this was lived out in his life years before it was recorded in the New Testament.  

Read the following to see how God subdued David’s enemies (just as He promised in 1 

Chronicles 17:8, 10.):   

1 Chronicles 18:1-3, 5-6, 12-13: 

• “1. Now after this it came to pass, that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them, and 

took Gath and her towns out of the hand of the Philistines. 

• And he smote Moab; and the Moabites became David's servants, and brought gifts.  

• And David smote Hadarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he went to stablish his 

dominion by the river Euphrates …  

• And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, David slew of 

the Syrians two and twenty thousand men. 6. Then David put garrisons in Syriadamascus; 

and the Syrians became David's servants, and brought gifts. Thus the LORD preserved 

David whithersoever he went … 

• 12. Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah slew of the Edomites in the valley of salt 

eighteen thousand. 13. And he put garrisons in Edom; and all the Edomites became 

David's servants. Thus the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went.”   

 

During all of the subduing of the enemy nations, the nation of Israel was becoming 

wealthy (and much of it was dedicated to the house of the Lord: “10b. … and with him all manner 

of vessels of gold and silver and brass. 11a. Them also king David dedicated unto the LORD, 

with the silver and the gold that he brought from all these nations …” 1 Chronicles 18:10b-11a). 

 “So David reigned over all Israel, and executed judgment and justice among all his 

people” (1 Chronicles 18:14).   

Read what happens as we enter the next chapter. “1. Now it came to pass after this, that 

Nahash the king of the children of Ammon died, and his son reigned in his stead. 2. And David 

said, I will shew kindness unto Hanun the son of Nahash, because his father shewed kindness to 

me. And David sent messengers to comfort him concerning his father. So the servants of David 

came into the land of the children of Ammon to Hanun, to comfort him” (1 Chronicles 19:1-2). 

Nevertheless, the princes of Hanun gave him bad counsel. They told him that David was trying to 

search, overthrow, and spy out the land. So: “Wherefore Hanun took David's servants, and shaved 

them, and cut off their garments in the midst hard by their buttocks, and sent them away” (1 
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Chronicles 19:4). When David heard, he met them and sent them to Jericho to stay until their 

beards were grown back (for they were greatly ashamed). 

See what happened once the children of Ammon realized their error. “6. And when the 

children of Ammon saw that they had made themselves odious to David, Hanun and the children 

of Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver to hire them chariots and horsemen out of 

Mesopotamia, and out of Syriamaachah, and out of Zobah. 7. So they hired thirty and two 

thousand chariots, and the king of Maachah and his people; who came and pitched before 

Medeba. And the children of Ammon gathered themselves together from their cities, and came to 

battle” (1 Chronicles 19:6-7). Then David sent Joab and all of the army against them. Read 1 

Chronicles 19:8-19 for the complete battle – but know the following: “18. But the Syrians fled 

before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians seven thousand men which fought in chariots, and 

forty thousand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain of the host. 19. And when the servants 

of Hadarezer saw that they were put to the worse before Israel, they made peace with David, and 

became his servants: neither would the Syrians help the children of Ammon any more” (1 

Chronicles 19:18-19).         

Special Note:  As we come to First Chronicles chapter twenty, we must recognize 

something very important: God is a forgiving God who removes our sins as far as the east is from 

the west. “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us” 

(Psalm 103:12), and He casts them into the deepest part of the sea. “He will turn again, he will 

have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the 

depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19) where they will be not only forgiven, but forgotten. This is the 

time of David’s life when he did not go to war as the other kings but sent Joab (remember Second 

Samuel chapter eleven and David’s sin with Bathsheba). This event was not recorded in the book 

of First Chronicles; remember that God is a forgiving God.  

David’s kingdom is furthered. “… Joab led forth the power of the army, and wasted the 

country of the children of Ammon, and came and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried at 

Jerusalem. And Joab smote Rabbah, and destroyed it” (1 Chronicles 20:1). In verse three, it tells 

that King David made these people do labor (cut with saws, harrow with iron, and axes). Again, 

the kingdom is furthered. “And it came to pass after this, that there arose war at Gezer with the 

Philistines; at which time Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Sippai, that was of the children of the 

giant: and they were subdued” (1 Chronicles 21:4). We read in 1 Chronicles 20:5-8 that even all 
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of the giants of Gath were killed by David and his servants (remember this also in 2 Samuel 

21:18-22). This even included the brother of Goliath — the giant David killed long before he 

became king of Israel. This ended the days of the giants. 

 

1 Chronicles 11-20 at a Glance: 

Chapter 11: David made king of Israel; took Jerusalem; made Joab his captain; three mightiest men 

retrieved water from Bethlehem for David (that David refused to drink); a listing of 

David’s mighty men 

Chapter 12: A listing of the men who helped David while Saul was chasing him; the army of men 

who helped turn the kingdom of Saul to David  

Chapter 13: David wanted to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem; did it wrong – Uzza died; 

left it at Obed-edom’s home  

Chapter 14: David’s kingdom established; David’s sons; David enquired of God before entering into 

battle with the Philistines  

Chapter 15: David made himself a house & pitched a tent for the Ark of God; brought the Ark 

correctly to Jerusalem   

Chapter 16: The Ark placed in tent; offerings; David blessed the people; Levites appointed; David’s 

Psalm of thanksgiving  

Chapter 17: David’s desire to build a house for God; God’s promise to David; David’s prayer to God 

for His blessings  

Chapter 18: David defeats enemies around and extends his kingdom; tells of leaders in David’s 

kingdom 

Chapter 19: David showed kindness to Hanun; kindness rejected; Israel defeated Syrians and the 

children of Ammon 

Chapter 20: Joab led the men into battle, continuing to conquer; the giants in Gath fell by the 

hands of David & his servants 

 

Reinforcement: Even King David made mistakes. Nevertheless, we watched as he 

learned from his mistakes, discovering that he must find the answers as to how to please God by 

seeking God’s Word. Once King David did things God’s way (according to God’s Word), his 

heart was right in wanting to please God in other areas. Even though David  was not allowed to 
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build a house for the Lord like he wanted, because of David’s desire to please God, God blessed 

him by promising that his descendants would remain upon the throne – never to be removed as 

King Saul (remember that promise was to be fulfilled in Jesus). Not only that, but God extended 

David’s kingdom, allowing the enemies around Israel to be defeated – just as He promised. 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will learn the importance of doing 

things God’s way – the way it teaches in the Bible. Pray that we will recognize God taking care of 

us.  


