
1 Chronicles 3-10: 

The Beginning of the Kings - Saul 

Lesson 2  

  

Key Verse 

Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting 

you in remembrance. 

—2 Peter 1:13 

 

Key Verse Thought: Read today’s key verse. Realize that tabernacle means “the body as 

a frail tenement of the soul” and stir you up means “of the mind; to excite.” A good Bible 

teacher’s job, as teachers (in our frailty), is to stir up students (excite them) by putting them in 

remembrance (to help them remember the heroes of our faith). We should be excited about 

learning of these great men and women in the Bible. In this lesson, we will continue with our 

remembrance of some of the people in the Old Testament – even learning of a few new people 

along the way.  

Anyone who learns something exciting from God’s Word can share it with someone else! 

 

Emphasis: It is important to remember (with excitement) the people and events of the Old 

Testament. Recognize God’s blessings upon those who called out to Him, and especially those 

who sought God with the whole heart. 

Lesson Summary: In this lesson, we continue our study of the genealogies listed in the 

book of First Chronicles. While reading the descendants of David, recognize the listing of the 

kings of Judah. As we read through more of the genealogies, notice the interesting pieces of 

information sandwiched into them – events that many overlook as they skip over the seemingly 

boring, non-eventful, genealogies (as we discover how exciting they can be!). We will also see 

where the rest of the sons of Judah are listed. After that, time will be spent remembering the kings 

and their lives in greater detail. 

The first king of Israel was Saul, from the tribe of Benjamin. Remember again, why God 

removed the kingdom from his family and gave it to another – one who sought after God’s own 

heart. “And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom 
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also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own 

heart, which shall fulfil all my will” (Acts 13:22).   

 

Remember: The Chronicles do not dwell upon the wrongdoings of the kings, but what 

good they accomplished for Judah.  

  

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

• Monday: 1 Chronicles 3-4  

• Tuesday: 1 Chronicles 5-6  

• Wednesday: 1 Chronicles 7  

• Thursday: 1 Chronicles 8  

• Friday: 1 Chronicles 9  

• Saturday: 1 Chronicles 10 

 

1 Chronicles 3-10 

The Beginnings of the Kings – Saul  

 

1. The Lineage of the Kings (1 Chronicles 3) 

• David and his son Solomon 

• The kings of Judah after the kingdom divided 

2. More Genealogies (1 Chronicles 4-9)  

• Judah (1 Chronicles 4) 

• 2 ½ tribes on the other side of the Jordan (1 Chronicles 5) 

• Levites (1 Chronicles 6) 

• Tribe of Benjamin until Saul (1 Chronicles 8 & 9:39-44) 

3. King Saul (1 Chronicles 10) 

• Saul as king 

• Why Saul lost the kingdom 
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Note: In our last lesson, we remembered those from Genesis through the sons of 

Abraham. We considered the great faith it took for them to believe in a promise God made of One 

who was to come (remember that was Jesus). One important thing into which we looked: “These 

all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 

persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on 

the earth” (Hebrews 11:13). They all looked forward to the promise of Jesus, who was to come. 

“And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise” (Hebrews 

11:39). 

In this lesson, we will begin by remembering the kings of Israel. 

 

1. The Lineage of the Kings (1 Chronicles 3)  

David’s sons are listed in I Chronicles 3:1-9. See that David did not make his oldest son 

the next king, but he chose the son God told him would be the next king of Israel, Solomon. “And 

of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon 

the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel” (1 Chronicles 28:5). 

Solomon’s son is in 1 Chronicles 3:10.  

In 1 Chronicles 3:10-16, we read the lineage which can be compared to a listing of the 

kings of Judah (for they were all sons of David – except for wicked Queen Athaliah who took the 

throne after trying to destroy the kingly seed).  

 

Note: The listing of the kings on the left is a listing of the kings of Judah. Notice that the 

good kings are listed in blue type. The listing on the right is from 1 Chronicles 3:10-16, but 

clarification was added in the parenthesis (i.e. different spellings of names and the omission of 

Queen Athaliah in 1 Chronicles – for she took the throne by force). Also, notice that the verses 

are in order, but the numbering is different toward the end to show the correct order the kings 

reigned.  

 

 

 

 

Compare the following: 
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Kings of Judah 
 

1. Rehoboam:  I Kings 12:1 

2. Abijam:  I Kings 15:1 

3. Asa:  I Kings 15:9  

4. Jehoshaphat:  I Kings 22:41 

5. Jehoram: I Kings 22:50; II Kings 8:16 

6. Ahaziah:  II Kings 8:24 

7. Athaliah (queen):  II Kings 11:1-3 

8. Jehoash (Joash):  II Kings 11:1-12; 12:1-2 

9. Amaziah:  II Kings 14:1 

10. Uzziah (Azariah):  II Kings 15:1 

11. Jotham:   II Kings 15:32 

12. Ahaz:  II Kings 15:38 

13. Hezekiah:  II Kings 18:1 

14. Manasseh:  II Kings 21:1 

15. Amon:  II Kings 21:19 

16. Josiah:  II Kings 22:1 

17. Jehoahaz:  II Kings 23:31 

18. Jehoiakim:  II Kings 23:36 

19. Jehoiachin:  II Kings 24:6 

20. Zedekiah:  II Kings 24:17  

 
 

 

 

I Chronicles 3:10-16:    
 

1.  “3:10. Rehoboam, 

2. Abia his son, 

3. Asa his son,  

4. Jehoshaphat his son, 

5. 3:11. Joram his son, 

6.  Ahaziah his son, 

7. (Notice Queen Athaliah was omitted)  

8. Joash his son, 

9.  3:12. Amaziah his son, 

10.  Azariah his son, 

11.  Jotham his son, 

12.  3:13  Ahaz his son, 

13.  Hezekiah his son, 

14.  Manasseh his son, 

15.  3:14. Amon his son, 

16.  Josiah his son. 3:15. And the sons of Josiah … 

18. the second Jehoiakim  

20. the third Zedekiah, 

17. the fourth Shallum (Jehoahaz – see Jer. 22:11). 

19. 3:16. And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah 

(Jehoiachin) his son …” 

 

 From 1 Chronicles 3:17-24, there is a listing of the remnant of the king’s lineage that 

returned from the Babylonian captivity (events we will study in greater detail later). Do you 

remember why the genealogy of the kings is so important? Remember the lineage of Jesus in 

Matthew 1:1-17. It was very important that the lineage be remembered, written down even, to 

prove to any and all that Jesus was the rightful heir to the throne of David – the One God 

promised to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13: “12. And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep 

with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will 
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establish his kingdom. 13. He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of 

his kingdom for ever.” 

   

2. More Genealogies (1 Chronicles 4-9)  

As we read First Chronicles chapter four, understand that it continues with the tribe of Judah 

– in addition to the kingly descendants. As we found in our last lesson, sometimes when we read 

through the genealogies there is an interesting interjection. Today we will look at one in 1 

Chronicles 4:9-10:  “9. And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called 

his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. 10. And Jabez called on the God of 

Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand 

might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God 

granted him that which he requested.” 

Notice that this child was born in sorrow. In his name, Jabez, his mother doomed him to 

remember that fact for all of his life. It would behoove all children to remember that it is in much 

pain and sorrow that each and every child is brought into this world. (Remember Genesis 3:16a:  

“Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou 

shalt bring forth children …”) In that remembrance, due respect and honor should be given. (See 

Deuteronomy 5:16: “Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded 

thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the 

LORD thy God giveth thee.”) In addition, read what Jesus said: “For God commanded, saying, 

Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death” 

(Matthew 15:4). 

 Jabez took an important step that changed his life: he called upon the God of Israel. Over 

and over we have read where God wanted people to call upon Him – for He promised that He 

would answer. See: “For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the 

LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for?” (Deuteronomy 4:7) and “The LORD is 

nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth” (Psalm 145:18). Knowing 

these truths, see what Jabez asked of God:  

 “…  Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed,  

 and enlarge my coast,  

 and that thine hand might be with me,  
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 and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!” (1 Chronicles 

4:10) 

The word grieve means “the same as the great sorrow God felt when He looked down upon 

sinful man in Genesis 6 – just before He destroyed the earth by a flood. It also comes from the 

same word as ‘sorrow’ in which his mother bore him.” From this definition, we can understand 

that Jabez wanted no more sorrow in his life. Instead, he wanted God’s blessings to be upon his 

life.  

“… And God granted him that which he requested” (1 Chronicles 4:10b).  

As we continue, see that First Chronicles chapter five tells of the 2 ½ tribes on the other side 

of the Jordan – Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh and how they were conquered 

because they forsook God (1 Chronicles 5:25-26). Something special to notice: “1. Now the sons 

of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the firstborn; but, forasmuch as he defiled his 

father's bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel: and the genealogy 

is not to be reckoned after the birthright. 2. For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him 

came the chief ruler; but the birthright was Joseph's)” (1 Chronicles 5:1-2). Even though Reuben 

was the oldest, he forfeited his right as the firstborn, missing out on the privileges that come with 

it. Not only that, but he ruined it for all of the future generations as well. Instead, the privileges 

went to the sons of Joseph. Also, note that God chose Judah to rule them all.  

In First Chronicles chapter six, we see a list of the sons of Levi, the priests, whom God set 

apart for himself. Notice especially 1 Chronicles 6:31-32: “31. And these are they whom David 

set over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after that the ark had rest. 32. And they 

ministered before the dwelling place of the tabernacle of the congregation with singing, until 

Solomon had built the house of the LORD in Jerusalem: and then they waited on their office 

according to their order.” Not only did they have specific jobs, David appointed certain Levites to 

be in charge of the service of song in the house of the Lord. (Those appointments are revealed in 

greater detail in 1 Chronicles 16.) 

First Chronicles chapter seven contains the genealogies of 6 other sons of Jacob (Israel).  

First Chronicles Chapter eight gives a more specific listing of the tribe of Benjamin that 

brings us to Saul, the first king of Israel. “And Ner begat Kish, and Kish begat Saul, and Saul begat 

Jonathan, and Malchishua, and Abinadab, and Eshbaal” (1 Chronicles 8:33). The chapter continues 

with the rest of the King Saul’s lineage. 
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First Chronicles chapter nine helps us understand where the Israelites lived once they 

returned from captivity. (We will study the return from captivity and the events that transpired 

later.) It also tells about the priests once they returned. Once again, we can read the lineage of 

King Saul (1 Chronicles 9:39-44).  

 

A Deeper Path: Just as Jabez called upon God, making the desire of his heart known in 

his wanting to please God, we are to do the same. “4. Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he 

shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 5. Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; 

and he shall bring it to pass” (Psalm 37:4-5).   

Also remember: “6. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7. And the peace of God, which 

passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 

4:6-7).   

 

3. King Saul (1 Chronicles 10) 

Now that we have completed the genealogies, we will go back and remember the history 

of the kings that God gave Israel. The first king of Israel was King Saul from the tribe of 

Benjamin. 

As we remember King Saul in First Chronicles chapter ten, we jump right into the heat of 

battle – the Philistines fighting against King Saul and the Israelites. We read that Israel fled from 

the Philistines, and the Philistines followed hard after Saul and his sons. “2b. … and the 

Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchishua, the sons of Saul. 3. And the battle went 

sore against Saul, and the archers hit him, and he was wounded of the archers” (1 Chronicles 

10:2b-3).  When Saul was seriously wounded, he wanted his armor bearer to finish him off, “… 

lest these uncircumcised come and abuse me” (1 Chronicles 10:4). Because his armor bearer 

would not kill him, King Saul fell upon his own sword. Once the armor bearer saw his king was 

dead, he too, fell upon his sword and died. Once the Israelites saw their king and his sons dead, 

they fled. The Philistines took possession of the cities and dwelt in them. 

As we continue reading, we find that King Saul was right in his assumption that the 

“uncircumcised” (the Philistines) would have abused him — for they abused his body after his 

death. “8. And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that 
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they found Saul and his sons fallen in mount Gilboa. 9. And when they had stripped him, they 

took his head, and his armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines round about, to carry 

tidings unto their idols, and to the people. 10. And they put his armour in the house of their gods, 

and fastened his head in the temple of Dagon” (1 Chronicles 10:8-10). Read what happened after 

the Israelites heard what had been done to their king. “They arose, all the valiant men, and took 

away the body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, and brought them to Jabesh, and buried their 

bones under the oak in Jabesh, and fasted seven days” (1 Chronicles 10:12).   

Why would God allow the king of His people, the Israelites, to be killed in battle? The 

following verses give us a couple of answers: “13. So Saul died for his transgression which he 

committed against the LORD, even against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also 

for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it; 14. And enquired not of the 

LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the son of Jesse” (1 Chronicles 

10:13-14). To remember those events, reread 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-28 and 1 Samuel 28:1-20. 

Saul disobeyed God’s commands, and then lied about it, and he sought counsel from a witch 

instead of the Lord before he entered into battle. 

Once King Saul was dead, God “… turned the kingdom unto David the son of Jesse” (1 

Chronicles 10:14b). 

 

1 Chronicles 3-10 at a Glance: 

Chapter 3: The sons of David, Solomon, and the kings of Judah; continues with the lineage after the 

return from captivity  

Chapter 4: The sons of Judah (1-23) and Simeon (24-38); a sidebar about Jabez is recorded in 

verses 9-10 

Chapter 5: The sons of Reuben and Gad and their possession of land; also the half tribe of 

Manasseh and their dwellings  

Chapter 6: The sons of Levi; David established the priestly order (their jobs); included the cities of 

the Levites 

Chapter 7: Six more of Jacob’s sons genealogies listed: Issachar, Benjamin, Naphtali, Manasseh & 

Ephraim (the sons of Joseph – for he received a double portion of the inheritance from his 

father: Genesis 48:15-22), & Asher  

Chapter 8: A more detailed genealogy of Benjamin, leading us to the first king of Israel, Saul (8:34)  
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Chapter 9: A listing of the Levites and their dwelling places in Jerusalem and the surrounding land; 

the priests charge  

Chapter 10: Israel in battle with the Philistines; Saul wounded in battle & fell upon his sword (as 

did his armor bearer); all three of King Saul’s sons were killed in this battle; tells again 

why God turned the kingdom to David 

 

Reinforcement: Just as we have discovered, genealogies can be quite interesting – if you 

recognize the people! Not only is it important to remember the lineage of God’s people, it is 

imperative that we learn from their examples – good or bad (see I Corinthians 10:6: “Now these 

things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted”).  

We should learn the importance of calling out to God for His blessings upon our lives, being 

willing to obey His commands (think of Jabez). We are to remember what will happen if we 

disobey God’s commands, and then lie about that disobedience (think of King Saul).  Each person 

we study should cause us to look into our own hearts and lives – to see if we measure up to the 

faithfulness required of a godly, Christ-like, life. It is only then that we can grow in our walk with 

the Lord. 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will be excited to learn about 

people in the Bible, so we can be better Christians. We should also pray asking for God’s blessing 

to be upon our lives. 

 


