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Jesus in the Old Testament  

Why Israel Needed Jesus  

Lesson 13 

 

Key Verse 

Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.   

—2 Timothy 3:5  

  

Key Verse Thought: Read today’s key verse. You may understand it better with the 

following definitions:  

 form: the process or activity of forming or shaping; specifically in reference to the 

Law as the source of knowledge and truth. This refers to the godliness, which is 

only a form and an external appearance.  Such godliness is a sham and devoid 

of any real power to break the power of sin.   

 power: true nature of something as opposed to just talking about something. 

From this verse, we can understand that just because someone acts like they are “godly” 

does not actually make them godly if they do not have Jesus in their heart. For someone to act 

“godly” and not have Jesus, is someone who has denied the power (true nature of something) of 

Jesus in one’s life.  It may look and sound real, but it is not. We read in our key verse that we are 

to “turn away” from someone, or even things, like that. 

 

Emphasis: We are to know that it does not matter what anyone thinks, only what God’s 

Word says: Jesus was the one promised from the beginning of time — the only one who could 

restore our relationship with God. 

 

Lesson Summary: We have been studying the history of the Northern Kingdom, Israel. 

We found they never had a good king. Each king followed in the steps of King Jeroboam I, for we 

read the kings “took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD God of Israel with all his heart: for 

he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, which made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 10:31). Because 

each king led the nation to continue in the worship of idols (remember the golden calves at Dan 
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and Bethel), the nation never was what God intended it to be. We also studied the prophets Amos 

and Hosea as they warned Israel to seek God and correct their worship. 

In this lesson, we will see why Israel needed Jesus. As we have learned, Israel had the 

form of worship (a religion) without the power (true nature) of that worship of God (remember 

today’s memory verse). They still performed sacrifices, but they were to idols — not to God. 

Those sacrifices were to remind them of their sin, and that God would send One to remove that 

sin. Without the correct worship, they would never seek for their Messiah (which was Jesus). 

 We will remember many times God promised for their Messiah (which was Jesus) to 

come, if only the people had remembered to watch for Him. We will then look at the revealing of 

Jesus as the Promised One who would take away man’s sin. Even in Jesus’ day, the people 

misunderstood who he was, so Jesus told them to remember the sign of Jonah. Just as Jonah was a 

witness to a lost city, Nineveh, Jesus was a witness to an evil generation. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 Monday: Hebrews 10    

 Tuesday: Luke 11  

 Wednesday: Jonah 1-2 

 Thursday: Jonah 3 

 Friday: Hebrews 10   

 Saturday: Luke 11 

 

Jesus in the Old Testament 

Why Israel Needed Jesus  

1. The Law was a Shadow 

 Hebrews 10:1-6  

2. The Mystery Revealed — It’s Jesus  

 Hebrews 10: 7-10  

 Hebrews 10:12  

 Hebrews 10:16-18 

3. Have Faith in Jesus 

 Hebrews 10:23  

4. Remember the Sign of Jonah: 

 Luke 11: 29-32  
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Note: Remember for a minute what we have learned about Israel. Once the kingdom 

divided, they had the form of godliness but denied the power of it (remember today’s key verse). 

Think back for a minute about how King Jeroboam I established two places of worship, Dan and 

Bethel, with golden calves in each city. They “practiced” their religion as they always had, but 

they were denying the “power” of God because they replaced Him with the idols; they had the 

form, but not the power. Because of this, they never had a good king. We learned that each king 

“took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD God of Israel with all his heart: for he departed not 

from the sins of Jeroboam, which made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 10:31). Even with the prophets’ 

warnings of which we read, the nation did not return to the Lord, nor did they obey His 

commands. If the nation had only remembered the promise God made to Abraham: “And in thy 

seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice” (Genesis 

22:18). Many individuals looked forward to that promise’s fulfillment; the nation of Israel as 

whole did not. If they had remembered that promise made to Abraham, they would have 

recognized the need they had for that One — the One revealed in the New Testament — Jesus. 

 

1. The Law was a Shadow: Hebrews 10:1-6 

When man sinned against God, there was an immediate separation (remember Genesis 3). 

However, God promised from Genesis 3:15 that He would send One to restore that relationship (it 

was Jesus). God promised Abraham that all the nations of the earth would be blessed in his seed 

(it was a promise of Jesus). God told Moses to establish the sacrificial system where the people 

saw a shedding of blood to cover their sins. This was to help them remember that not only is the 

penalty for sin death, but God remembered His promise to send One to die once and for all 

removing that sin (that One was Jesus). In obeying God through the sacrificial system, it was not 

only a time to remember what God would one day do for them; it was also a time of worship.  

According to the dictionary, worship means “the act of paying divine honors to God; reverence 

and homage paid to Him in religious exercises.” 

During the time of Israel, the Northern Kingdom’s reign, we saw how erroneous the 

worship of God had become. They no longer worshiped God; they practiced a religion. To help us 

better understand this read Hebrews 10:1–6:  
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1. For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very 

image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered 

year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 2. For then 

would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers 

once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. 3. But in those 

sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 4. For it 

is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 

5. Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and 

offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 6. In burnt 

offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. (Hebrews 10:1-

6) 

  

We just read that the Law was but a shadow of good things to come. However, it was 

meant, also, to be a reminder of that good thing that was to come; and the need for that “good 

thing” to come. Good things means “blessings.” Remember again what God told Abraham — “in 

thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed …” (Genesis 22:18). That good thing was the 

once and for all perfect sacrifice that would not cover sins, but take away sins. Jesus was that 

once and for all perfect sacrifice. In the Old Testament’s sacrificial system, they had a shadow of 

what was to come. We can clearly read what that “to come” was. It was the blessing God 

promised Abraham; it was Jesus. But when Israel distorted their worship of God, they missed the 

anticipation of Jesus. 

Reading the warnings in Amos, we can better understand what he preached. “25. Have ye 

offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel? 26. But 

ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of your god, which 

ye made to yourselves. 27. Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith 

the LORD, whose name is The God of hosts” (Amos 5:25-27). Once upon a time (when they 

were in the wilderness), they offered sacrifices and offerings to God. They remembered to wait 

for that “good thing”, Jesus. But at some point in time they forgot and worshiped idols instead. 

Remember also the message God sent by Hosea. “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; 

and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings” (Hosea 6:6). Remember that mercy means 

“the reciprocation of the mercy (kindness, love, or mercy shown. Even when men may prove 
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unfaithful to this relationship, God’s mercy to His people is everlasting.) that God had showed his 

people.” God wanted to see that reciprocation (a mutual giving and returning) of the kindness and 

love that God had shown his people — the reciprocation that God required. He wanted His people 

to know Him. Once again, they were reminded what was important. However, they forgot that 

promise made to Abraham; that Jesus would come. For that, they were carried captive into enemy 

territory and were no longer the nation, Israel, God had established. 

 

2. The Mystery Revealed – It’s Jesus: Hebrews 10:7-10, 12, 16-18 

Remember that in the Old Testament the Messiah (Jesus) was written about often. We just 

did not know His name. As we have been studying Israel’s history, we have read quite often that 

God promised to send One to deliver mankind from their sin. We have also read that God 

occasionally sent His Angel (the pre–incarnate Christ) to His people. We, as all of the Old 

Testament believers did, must study and pay attention to what God was saying. However, we 

have something the Old Testament believers never had — the Bible. As we look at it all together, 

we can understand what God was trying to teach the Israelites. That is one reason we are trying to 

learn more about God’s Word in this Bible study. Read the following to see what is now revealed 

to us in the New Testament.   

 

7. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) 

to do thy will, O God. 8. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and 

burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst 

pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9. Then said he, Lo, I 

come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may 

establish the second. 10. By the which will we are sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all…  12. But this man, 

after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 

hand of God…  16. This is the covenant that I will make with them after 

those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in 

their minds will I write them; 17. And their sins and iniquities will I 

remember no more. 18. Now where remission of these is, there is no 

more offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:7-10, 12, 16-18) 
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 We understand that Jesus was written about “in the volume of the book.” We can also 

learn that as God’s people offered sacrifices, those sacrifices could never take away their sin. We 

can then realize that they forgot it was to be a time of remembrance of that promise of their 

Messiah (Jesus). Jesus came to do God’s will. He came to take away the stringency of the law, 

replacing the Law with God’s Grace (Hebrews 10:9). We now know that Jesus was that perfect 

sacrifice, so we do not have to perform those ritualistic sacrifices we learned of in Leviticus.  

Now, we find God’s Laws written in our heart (remember Psalm 119:11: “Thy word have I hid in 

mine heart, that I might not sin against thee”). According to these verses in Hebrews 10, we 

understand that because Jesus obeyed His Father, God, all of our sins can be cleansed, forgiven, 

and forgotten. That means that no more offerings are needed. 

 

3. Have Faith in Jesus: Hebrews 10:23  

Now we know and understand that Israel failed by practicing a religion instead of truly 

worshiping God. We, today, must be very careful. Read Hebrews 10:23. “Let us hold fast the 

profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised)” (Hebrews 10:23).  

Faith means “salvation through Christ; eternal life.” Wavering means “steady; without giving 

way; to have a testimony of unwavering hope because one’s faith is certain.” We cannot allow 

our salvation in Jesus to appear (or be) unsteady, or become uncertain. When God makes a 

promise, we can be sure He will fulfill that promise. 

  

A Deeper Path: God does just what He promises to do. We can recognize this in this 

study by understanding His promise in the fulfillment of Jesus. God will be faithful to His people 

even today. “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil” (2 

Thessalonians 3:3).   

 

4. Remember the Sign of Jonah: Luke 11:29-32  

While Jesus was living among mankind, God established His ministry through the 

preaching of God’s Word and miracles (Acts 2:22). Often times, people would come to see the 

miracles. “And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on 

them that were diseased” (John 6:2). As Jesus was teaching and performing miracles, we can read 
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the people were gathering in great crowds, wanting to hear and see more. Read what Jesus said to 

them:     

 

29. And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, 

This is an evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be 

given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet. 30. For as Jonas was a sign 

unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation. 31. 

The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with the men of this 

generation, and condemn them: for she came from the utmost parts of the 

earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than 

Solomon is here. 32. The men of Nineveh shall rise up in the judgment 

with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the 

preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. (Luke 

11:29–32)  

 

Jesus wanted the people to understand something. He was not there to give them signs.  

Signs means “a token to the unbelieving of God’s presence and power.” Many of the people that 

followed to see these miracles already claimed to be believers of God. What they did not 

recognize was that their belief in God was incomplete unless they believed also in Jesus. Jesus 

later reiterated this to His disciples before He was arrested. “Let not your heart be troubled: ye 

believe in God, believe also in me” (John 14:1). 

 Remember back for a minute. In this study, we recognized that Israel had ceased to 

worship God. They had been practicing a religion. God could not be recognized in that empty 

religion. When God could not be seen in the lives of Israel, His people, by the people of Nineveh, 

God sent Jonah to be a testimony to them. God was vividly seen in the life of Jonah as he was in 

the belly of the whale for three days and three nights. Jesus called the people’s remembrance back 

to the recollection of Jonah. Jesus was letting them know that God was going to give this “evil 

generation” the same sign God sent to that wicked city, Nineveh. Jesus also took their 

remembrance back further when he reminded them of the “queen of the south” (the Queen of 

Sheba — see 1 Kings 10). When she heard of the great wisdom of King Solomon, she went to 

talk to him for herself instead of relying upon hearsay. Jesus let the people know that there would 
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be two great witnesses against this generation because they did not recognize Jesus as the Christ.  

He said these two witnesses would “rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall 

condemn it.” Condemn means “to show by one’s good conduct that others are guilty of 

misconduct and deserve to be punished.” When the Queen of Sheba met with King Solomon, she 

recognized God (1 Kings 10:9). When the people of Nineveh saw Jonah and heard his testimony, 

they believed God (Jonah 3:5). 

 Jesus was greater than Solomon in all of his wisdom. 

 Jesus was greater than Jonah who survived three days and three nights in the belly of the 

whale. 

 The nation of Israel rejected Jesus. Jesus was crucified, but on the third day, He rose from 

the dead. Jesus was greater than Jonah. But only those who believe Jesus is the Christ, that once 

and for all sacrifice for sins, will be saved. “4. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 

every one that believeth... 9. That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10. For with 

the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 

salvation... 13. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:4, 

9–10, 13).   

 A Deeper Path: We learned that when Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead, he 

set us free from the law that bound us. Read that Hosea told the people that one day God would 

do this for His people. “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from 

death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid 

from mine eyes”  (Hosea 13:14). Also read the fulfillment of this in the New Testament. “55. O 

death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56. The sting of death is sin; and the 

strength of sin is the law. 57. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:55–57). 

 

Reinforcement: The most important thing we should understand about what we have 

learned in this lesson is summed up in 1 Corinthians 2:5: “That your faith should not stand in the 

wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”  It really does not matter what one thinks, it matters 

what God has said in His Word. Once we understand this, we have a hope the world does not 

have. Although it was hidden somewhat from those who lived in Old Testament times in that they 
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did not know who it would be, we know that Jesus was that one promised from the beginning of 

time. “12. Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: 13. And not as 

Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the 

end of that which is abolished: 14. But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the 

same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ” (2 

Corinthians 3:12–14). Just as they could not understand in the Old Testament, we today can 

understand because it has been written in “great plainness of speech.” Why doesn’t everyone in 

the world understand? “3. But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4. In whom the 

god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 

gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Corinthians 4:3-4). Satan 

doesn’t want anyone to know the simplicity of the truth. That is why it is important for us to first 

live a life that reveals Jesus, and then tell the world what Jesus has done — so that they, too, may 

be saved. 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today pray that we will know that it doesn’t matter 

what anyone says or believes, it only matters what God’s Word teaches. Pray we will have a 

desire to know for ourselves what the Bible says about Jesus. 


