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Nahum:  

Nineveh’s Destruction Foretold 

Lesson 11  
 

Key Verse 

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves … Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 

the Lord. 

—Romans 12:19 

 

Key Verse Thought: After reading the key verse, understand that vengeance means “to 

execute justice; penal retribution; execution of right.” Think about a time that you have known 

someone who may have wanted to get back at someone for something that was done to them. We 

often call this revenge — or getting even. After learning of Israel’s captivity by Assyria last 

week, do you think the Israelites wanted to take revenge? They had been taken from the land God 

had promised them — by their enemy! As we read our memory verse today, we must remember 

that it is not our place to get back at anyone. God has reserved that right for Himself. He will 

repay — He said so! 
 

Emphasis: We are to know that God is a stronghold for those who trust in Him — and to 

live with that in mind! 
 

Lesson Summary: We have been studying and learning about the history of Israel, God’s 

chosen people. Remember that this was only ten of the twelve tribes, the Northern Kingdom. We 

read how after many warnings, God’s people were carried captive out of the land God had 

promised to them. They were carried into an enemy land and scattered (see 2 Kings 17:6). After 

reading of the prophets’ many cries for Israel to repent and turn back to God, we learned of God’s 

discipline that fell upon Israel for disregarding that call to repentance. As we enter into our study 

of Nahum today, we should remember back for a minute to Jonah. God sent Jonah to warn 

Nineveh of destruction for their wickedness. “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry 

against it; for their wickedness is come up before me” (Jonah 1:2). In addition, he told them, “… 

Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (Jonah 3:4b). We also learned of the repentance 

that city showed. “So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on 

sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them” (Jonah 3:5). Because of that 
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repentance, God spared the city. “And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; 

and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not” 

(Jonah 3:10). 

The book of Nahum takes place over 100 years after Jonah. Nineveh was the world’s 

greatest city at this time in history. Although the nation repented in Jonah’s time, they had 

reverted back to their sin, falling even deeper. See what we will learn. “The LORD is slow to 

anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked …” (Nahum 1:3a). (Another verse 

to consider is Psalm 9:17: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget 

God.”)  Today we will read the words Nahum preached against the nation of Assyria — the same 

nation that carried God’s people, Israel, away from their homeland. 

The book of Nahum takes place about the time of 2 Kings 21. Nineveh, the capital city of 

Assyria, was utterly destroyed around 612 B.C. 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 Monday: Nahum 1    

 Tuesday: Nahum 2   

 Wednesday: Nahum 3   

 Thursday: Proverbs 8  

 Friday:  Proverbs 9 

 Saturday: Proverbs 10 

 

Nahum:   

Nineveh’s Destruction Foretold 
 

1. God is Jealous: Nahum 1:1-8 

 God’s revenge: Nahum 1:1-6  
 God is good — the wicked shall no more pass through: Nahum 1:7 

2. The Destruction of Nineveh: Nahum 2:1-10, 13  

 The enemy will come: Nahum 2:1-5  
 Nineveh will fall: Nahum 2:6-10   
 Why: Nahum 2:13   

3. Nineveh’s Guilt: Nahum 3:1-4  

 The bloody city: Nahum 3:1-3  
 The wickedness: Nahum 3:4  

4. Many Desolations: Nahum 3:5-19 

 Other nations who were against God: Nahum 3:8-10  
 Nineveh’s fate: Nahum 3:5-7, 11-19 
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Note: In our last lesson, we read how Israel was taken captive out of the land promised to 

them by God into the land of Assyria. They were removed for the great apostasy in the land, and 

for the people’s refusal to hear the prophets of the Lord to return and seek God. God’s discipline 

fell upon Israel for disregarding that call to repentance. As we enter into our study of Nahum 

today, we should remember back for a minute to Jonah. God sent Jonah to warn Nineveh (the 

capital of Assyria) of destruction for their wickedness. “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 

cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me” (Jonah 1:2). Jonah walked throughout 

the city and proclaimed, “… Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (Jonah 3:4b). We 

also learned of the repentance that city showed. “So the people of Nineveh believed God, and 

proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them” 

(Jonah 3:5). Because of that repentance, God spared the city. “And God saw their works, that they 

turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto 

them; and he did it not” (Jonah 3:10). 

The book of Nahum takes place over 100 years after Jonah. Nineveh was the world’s 

greatest city at this time in history. Although the nation repented in Jonah’s time, they had 

reverted back to their sin, falling even deeper. Last week we learned that Assyria took Israel 

captive from their land. In our next quarter we will learn they had also become an oppressive 

enemy to Judah. Today we learn of “The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum 

…” (Nahum 1:1). 

  

1. God is Jealous: Nahum 1:1-8 

Israel had forsaken God and would not return to Him even though we have learned of 

many prophets that called for them to seek God. Because of Israel’s continual sin, God had 

allowed them to be taken captive by an enemy nation, Assyria. Remembering today’s Key Verse, 

read Nahum 1:2: “God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; 

the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.” As we 

continue, read Nahum 1:3–6. In those verses we can understand more about God’s justice and 

even the wrath of God against His enemy — the wicked. Read the following question. “Who can 

stand before his indignation?…” (Nahum 1:6a). According to the dictionary, indignation means 

“the anger of a superior; extreme anger; particularly, the wrath of God against sinful men; the 

dreadful effects of God's wrath.” 
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Knowing God is jealous, will take revenge, and no one can stand before His indignation, 

see the comfort that can be found in Nahum 1:7: “The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of 

trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.” The word trust means “to take refuge; confide in; 

a figurative sense of seeking spiritual refuge; putting one’s trust in God.” 

What kind of destruction is God declaring against Nineveh? “But with an overrunning 

flood he will make an utter end of the place thereof …” (Nahum 1:8). 
 

A Deeper Path: “For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the 

ungodly shall perish” (Psalm 1:6). 

We read in Nahum that God’s wrath would fall upon the wicked, sinful men. We also read 

that the Lord knows those that trust in Him. Read the following verses to help us understand just 

how we can escape the wrath of God. “6. For when we were yet without strength, in due time 

Christ died for the ungodly. 8. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 

saved from wrath through him.” (Romans 5:6, 8-9). The only way to escape the wrath of God is 

by the blood of God’s Son, Jesus. 

 

2. The Destruction of Nineveh: Nahum 2:1-10, 13 

Read Nahum 2:1–5 to see the enemy’s attack upon Nineveh: 

 “1. He that dasheth in pieces is come up before thy face: keep the munition, watch the way, 

make thy loins strong, fortify thy power mightily” (Nahum 2:1).   

 keep the munition:  to guard or protect the fortification;   

 make thy loins strong:  a word frequently used to describe battle scenes; be 

courageous; be valiant;   

 fortify:  be alert; strengthen. 

 “2. For the LORD hath turned away the excellency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel: for 

the emptiers have emptied them out, and marred their vine branches.” God had used Assyria to 

end the excellency of Israel. Remember that Israel had been taken out of their land by Assyria — 

they had been spread out, and their land depopulated.  

 excellency: arrogance; pride.   

 emptied: spread out; depopulated.   
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 “3. The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in scarlet: the chariots 

shall be with flaming torches in the day of his preparation, and the fir trees shall be terribly 

shaken.” Understand that this is a description of the army. 

“4. The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against another in the broad 

ways: they shall seem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.” 

 “5. He shall recount his worthies: they shall stumble in their walk; they shall make haste to 

the wall thereof, and the defence shall be prepared.” Notice how grand the army was that 

besieged Nineveh. Then read what happened next.  

“6. The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and the palace shall be dissolved” (Nahum 2:6).  

“7. And Huzzab shall be led away captive …” (Nahum 2:7). Huzzab was most likely the 

queen of Nineveh.  

“8. But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water: yet they shall flee away. Stand, stand, shall 

they cry; but none shall look back” (Nahum 2:8). To understand the “gates of the rivers shall be 

opened” one must know the city of Nineveh was situated on the bank of the Tigris river. God was 

going to utterly destroy Nineveh. 

“She is empty, and void, and waste: and the heart melteth, and the knees smite together, and 

much pain is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather blackness” (Nahum 2:10). Great terror 

would be felt when that great city Nineveh was destroyed. 

Why would Nineveh be destroyed?  “Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts 

…” (Nahum 2:13a). 
 

A Deeper Path: We have looked at the following verses before. However, as we look at 

them again today, think of Nineveh. God warned He would send complete and utter destruction 

upon Nineveh because they were against His people and because of their wickedness. They saw 

complete physical destruction. But there is another kind of judgment that we must consider as 

well. Each person will be accountable for his or her own actions; good or evil. After we die, we 

will all stand before the Lord and He will pass eternal judgment upon each individual according 

to what that person has done with his or her life. “10. For we must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath 

done, whether it be good or bad. 11. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men 

…” (2 Corinthians 5:10–11a). These verses are written as a warning to Christian people.  Terror 

in this verse means “a deep and reverential sense of accountability to God or Jesus.” How many 
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Christians are living their life with a deep and reverential sense of accountability to God; or are 

most just living a life pleasing self? In this lesson, we saw the wrath of God fall upon a nation that 

had wronged His people. Each person must consider the things done in his body, whether they are 

good or bad, knowing God is a perfect and righteous judge. Not only are we to be accountable, 

but we should live a life that persuades others to have a reverential fear as well. God had spared 

the city of Nineveh once before. Nevertheless, when they returned to sin, forsaking God and His 

people, there was a price to pay.  

The following verses were recorded by Isaiah in relation to the coming destruction of 

Nineveh (the same destruction of which Nahum warned).  
 

5. O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine 

indignation. 6. I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against 

the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to 

take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets. 7. 

Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his 

heart to destroy and cut off nations not a few. 8. For he saith, Are not my 

princes altogether kings? 9. Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath 

as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus? 10. As my hand hath found the 

kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel them of 

Jerusalem and of Samaria; 11. Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria 

and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols? 12. Wherefore it shall 

come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon 

mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of 

the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. (Isaiah 10:5-12)  
  

We can catch a glimpse of the behind the scenes events that Assyria, and even Israel and 

Jerusalem (Judah), could not see. God revealed these truths to Isaiah, and he recorded them for 

any who would hear. In Isaiah 10:5, we understand that God was using Assyria as the “rod of 

mine anger” (rod means “a rod of punishment”). God was using the enemy nation to inflict God’s 

punishment on His people. Notice God called his people “an hypocritical nation”, telling us they 

were living opposed to God and His ways. Notice that it was God that gave the enemy permission 

to “take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.” But 
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notice that Assyria didn’t recognize that God had given them permission. They were very proud 

of themselves — thinking they were conquering under their own power (Isaiah 10:7–10). Assyria 

was so proud, remembering their victory over Israel in taking them captive out of their land that 

they planned to do the same thing to Jerusalem, Judah (Isaiah 10:11). However, God did not 

intend for Assyria to defeat Judah — for Judah still held the true worship of God, not golden 

calves like Israel. Nevertheless, we will learn that God would allow them to oppress Judah for a 

time (Isaiah 10:12). Then we see what God had planned for Assyria. “… I will punish the fruit of 

the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks” (Isaiah 10:12b). This is 

ultimately the same message with which Nahum began. 

  

3. Nineveh’s Guilt: Nahum 3:1- 

Read the many areas God listed that Nineveh was guilty before God in Nahum 3:1–4 (take 

note of some thoughts and a few definitions added in the brackets): 

“1. Woe to the bloody city!  

 it is all full of lies         

 and robbery;      

 the prey departeth not;” [they never know when they have lied, robbed and 

taken enough from the nations around. Their appetite for these things is not 

satisfied].  

 “2. The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the 

pransing horses, and of the jumping chariots.          

 3. The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear:         

 and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcases; and there is 

none end of their corpses; they stumble upon their corpses:” [the armies are 

proud and continually brandishing their conquest over the many victims they 

have killed].            

 “4. Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the well–favoured harlot,” 

[whoredoms means “adultery;” well-favoured means “delightful; good; 

preference; charm; preciousness;” harlot means “to play the harlot; commit 

adultery; to seduce.” This implies that the multitude of adultery committed by 

the women was “delightful” or “preferred”; making it sound like this kind of a 

lifestyle was preferred.]        
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 “the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, and 

families through her witchcrafts.” [mistress means “deals with occultic 

nuances;” through her whoredoms here means “business dealings with 

foreigners. Think a minute — what does one of the most popular series today 

deal with? There is one which deals entirely with witchcraft and sorceries.] 

How many of us can read the newspaper or watch the news and find every one of these 

things, daily, happening in our own country. Doesn’t our own country propagate the lifestyle of 

adultery? (Just think of the many “stars” that make the headlines almost daily.) And what about 

the approval of witchcraft in our reading materials, movies, and TV shows? Consider the TV 

programs that are the most popular; and what about the movies today? What do these portray 

about the world we live in today? Do they have any affect upon our lifestyles?  
 

A Deeper Path: In the New Testament, we can read pictures of a life apart from Christ. 

These are then comparisons to a life with Christ. Be encouraged to compare your own life to 

these verses and see what kind of a life you live in comparison to God’s Word, and the kind of 

witness you are. 

Christians are not to live like the world. “17. This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, 

that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18. Having the 

understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in 

them, because of the blindness of their heart: 19. Who being past feeling have given themselves 

over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness” (Ephesians 4:17–19). 

We must understand the law reveals the sinner (remember that all are sinners according to 

Romans 3:23). “9. Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless 

and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers 

and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10. For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves 

with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that 

is contrary to sound doctrine” (1 Timothy 1:9–10).   

 The longer this world is in existence, the worse mankind becomes. “1. This know also, 

that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 

covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3. Without 

natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are 

good, 4. Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5. Having a 
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form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6. For of this sort are they 

which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 

7. Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:1–7). 

How are Christians to live? “22. That ye put off concerning the former conversation the 

old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23. And be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind; 24. And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and 

true holiness. 25. Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for 

we are members one of another. 26. Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your 

wrath: 27. Neither give place to the devil. 28. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him 

labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that 

needeth. 29. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 

the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 30. And grieve not the holy Spirit 

of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 31. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 

anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 32. And be ye kind 

one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 

you” (Ephesians 4:22–32). 

 Read the warning Jesus gave to those who claimed to be righteous apart from Christ. 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which 

indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness” 

(Matthew 23:27).   

Stop and think about these verses. (If you have students, ask them to think and do the 

same.) Then look into your heart and see if the following verse is a picture of your life. (Ask your 

students to consider if the following verse to see if it is a picture of their life.) “They profess that 

they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every 

good work reprobate” (Titus 1:16). If it is, be encouraged to correct the course of life (remember 

Ephesians 4:22–32 we just read).   

 

4. Many Desolations: Nahum 3:5-19  

First, we read God’s proclamation against this wicked city, Nineveh. “5. Behold, I am 

against thee, saith the LORD of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I will shew 

the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame. 6. And I will cast abominable filth upon 
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thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock. 7. And it shall come to pass, that all 

they that look upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is laid waste: who will bemoan 

her? whence shall I seek comforters for thee?” (Nahum 3:5–7). 

God was against this city. He would reveal every intimate detail about this city to the 

entire world (think about the verses in Nahum 3:1–4 we just read.)   

 Cast abominable filth upon means a tearing down and removal of idols and 

idolatrous practices;   

 make thee vile means dishonor; disgrace; to be foolish or wicked;   

 gazingstock means a spectacle. (Everyone that even thought of that great city 

Nineveh would see the great spectacle it had become in its destruction.)   

 Bemoan means to console or to take pity.   

There would be no one who would console or take pity upon Nineveh. 

As you read Nahum 3:8–10, we can understand that it is a continuation of other nations 

who were against God. Even though they were fortified, and thought they were greatly protected, 

God destroyed them. Was Nineveh any better than those fortified cities? 

Read Nahum 3:11–19. No matter how well Nineveh prepared to survive, God would 

devour and destroy them. There would be no one willing to help them. What would be the end of 

Nineveh? “There is no healing of thy bruise; thy wound is grievous: all that hear the bruit of thee 

shall clap the hands over thee: for upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually?” 

(Nahum 3:19). They would never recover; all who heard the news would rejoice because of the 

wickedness Nineveh had caused so many. 
 

A Deeper Path: The following should be the righteous person’s prayer: “9. Help us, O 

God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy 

name's sake. 10. Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is their God? let him be known among 

the heathen in our sight by the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed” (Psalm 79:9–

10). 

 

Nahum 1-3: 

Chapter 1: “God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth”; Nahum tells of God’s revenge against 

Israel’s adversary, Nineveh; “The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not 

at all acquit the wicked”; God knows them that trust him, and he will take vengeance 
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Chapter 2: God will utterly destroy Israel’s enemy, Nineveh  

Chapter 3: The city of Nineveh is guilty of much sin; just as other nations have been destroyed for 

their sin, Nineveh will not go unpunished for their sin; God will defeat each thing they 

consider to be a stronghold of protection 

 

Reinforcement: In this lesson, we read about a very prosperous city, Nineveh. God 

allowed them, in spite of their wickedness, to oppress His people. We learned that God allowed 

that oppression because of Israel’s sin against God. Israel had worshiped golden calves (never 

forsaking them) instead of worshiping the one true God. Even though God warned them 

repeatedly of pending discipline, Israel did not seek God. Therefore, God allowed Nineveh to 

carry Israel captive. However, we read that God is a jealous God. He “will take vengeance on his 

adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies” (Nahum 1:2). Woe to the enemy of God! 

God listed many areas that Nineveh was guilty before God. In that listing, we should recognize 

our own country is guilty of many of the same sins. Where Nineveh did not repent this time 

(remember they did when Jonah preached), instead, they would see utter destruction. What does 

that tell us we should do today? Remember the encouragement we can find in Nahum 1:7: “The 

LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.” 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Remember: “9. Help us, O God of our salvation, for 

the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy name's sake. 10. 

Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is their God? …” (Psalm 79:9-10a).Today pray 

that we will live a Christ-like life, so the world cannot ask, “Where is our God?” Pray that God 

will show us how to better please Jesus with our lives everyday.  

 


