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2 Kings 15:14-31; and 16-17   

Shallum — Hoshea   

Lesson 10  

 

Key Verse 

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

—1 Corinthians 10:12 

 

Key Verse Thought: Read the key verse. Can you think of a time when you have bragged 

about doing something, only to mess up the next time you tried to do it? Sometimes we think too 

highly of ourselves. It is then that we should watch out — because we are probably about to fall 

flat on our face. We claim that keeps us humble, but it is a Biblical principle. God wants us to be 

humble — not proud. When we get too proud, He will remind us just who we are, His servants 

here on this earth. In our lesson today, see what happens to the nation that forsakes God.  

Emphasis: In today’s lesson, we will learn to recognize the progression of sin, and not 

allow it to destroy our life. 

Lesson Summary: In today’s lesson, we will end our study of Israel’s history. We have 

learned that God is merciful — He does not want any to perish. We have read the prophets words 

of warning as to what would happen if they did not seek God, repent, and turn back to Him. We 

even read an invitation extended by God at the end of Hosea that we studied in our last lesson. 

Nevertheless, as we will learn today, Israel did not heed the warnings they were given. They did 

not respond to God’s call for repentance. Instead, the kings continue to be wicked and continually 

“… did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed not all his days from the sins of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 15:18). These wicked kings led the 

people to sin against God. 

Israel never had a good king. Keeping that in mind, we will learn about the last four kings 

of Israel:  Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea. 

Take note of the listing of things we find in 2 Kings 17. This list tells of what Israel was 

guilty of in their sin, their idolatry, and the refusal to turn back to God. Especially notice the 

turning place that led to the rejection of God’s Word. Be sure that you recognize the parallel of 
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the nation Israel’s refusal to obey God’s Word, and the fact that most people today know the right 

thing to do after hearing God’s Word, yet people often choose to do wrong instead. 

As we study this lesson, realize that God did not allow His people to be taken into 

captivity without first telling them how they had failed Him. After many attempts to draw Israel 

back to Himself, God had no choice but to discipline His people. 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 Monday: 2 Kings 15 

 Tuesday: 2 Kings 16 

 Wednesday: 2 Kings 17   

 Thursday: Proverbs 1 

 Friday: Proverbs 2   

 Saturday: Proverbs 3

 

 

2 Kings 15:14-31; and 16-17 

Shallum — Hoshea   

1. Wicked King Menahem 

 Menahem killed King Shallum: 2 Kings 15:14 

 King Menahem’s ten year wicked reign: 2 Kings 15:16-22   

2. More Wicked Kings 

 Pekahiah: 2 Kings 15:23-26 

 Pekah: 2 Kings 15:25, 27-31 

 Hoshea: 2 Kings 15:30; 17:1-6 

3. Why God Allowed Israel to be Led Captive 

 Sin: 2 Kings 17:7-9 

 Idolatry: 2 Kings 17:10-12 

 Refusal to turn back to God: 2 Kings 17:13-17 

4. Assyria Carried Israel Away Captive  

 All but Judah taken: 2 Kings 17:1-23 

 A remnant left became Samaritans: 2 Kings 17:24-41 
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Note: In our last lesson we learned of Hosea’s life example revealing the progressive sin 

of Israel. We ended our study in the history of Israel in the lesson before with Shallum conspiring 

against King Zachariah. Shallum rose up, killed King Zachariah, and reigned in his stead. He 

reigned only one month (2 Kings 15:13). 

 

1. Wicked King Menahem: 2 Kings 15:14-22 

“For Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and smote 

Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew him, and reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 15:14).  

Menahem was a wicked king. When he became king, he began to war with those around. When 

Tirzah would not open their coasts to him, “… because they opened not to him, therefore he 

smote it; and all the women therein that were with child he ripped up” (2 Kings 15:16b). Wicked 

King Menahem reigned for ten years, and he “… did that which was evil in the sight of the 

LORD: he departed not all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel 

to sin” (2 Kings 15:18). 

When Pul, the king of Assyria, came up against King Menahem, King Menahem taxed the 

wealthy people of Israel and paid King Pul a thousand talents of silver to help confirm (means “to 

strengthen or support; make firm”) the kingdom of Menahem. So, King Pul received the bribe and 

withdrew from Israel. 

 

A Deeper Path: Just because it appears mankind has given someone approval, it doesn’t 

mean God approves. King Menahem sought the favor and help of an enemy king instead of 

seeking his favor from God. See what Proverbs 29:26 tells us: “Many seek the ruler's favour; but 

every man's judgment cometh from the LORD.” It does not matter what man may think, our 

validation should come from God. How can we obtain God’s favor? “For whoso findeth me 

findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD” (Proverbs 8:35). At any point in Israel’s 

history, the king could have sought God (remember the prophets constantly preached for the 

people to seek God!). Instead, we read that they continued in the sin of Jeroboam I, who made 

Israel to sin. 

Read the following verses to understand the approval we are to seek, and how to receive 

it: “1. My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 3. Let not mercy 

and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 4. So 
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shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man” (Proverbs 3:1, 3–4). 

At any point, the kings of Israel could have remembered God’s laws and commandments — and 

kept them. Because they did not, they were not in favor with God. 

As we continue reading through the history of Israel, keep in mind that none of the kings 

of Israel were considered good because they led Israel to sin against God. Read what is recorded 

in Proverbs that they should have known: “He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but 

he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him” (Proverbs 11:27). Because they sought mischief, 

they got it. (Mischief means: “bad; wicked; evil; of inferior quality.”) 

 We should always follow Jesus’ example. “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 

and in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:52). 

 

2. More Wicked Kings: 2 Kings 15:23-30; 17:1-6 

King Pekahiah: 

“And Menahem slept with his fathers; and Pekahiah his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 

15:22). Pekahiah, King Menahem’s son, reigned for 2 years. “And he did that which was evil in 

the sight of the LORD: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 

Israel to sin” (2 Kings 15:24). One of King Pekahiah’s captains, Pekah, conspired against him and 

killed him in the palace at Samaria. 

King Pekah: 

Pekah became king of Israel and reigned for 20 years. “And he did that which was evil in 

the sight of the LORD: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 

Israel to sin” (2 Kings 15:28). It was during King Pekah’s reign that we see Tiglathpileser 

(Tiglath–Pileser III in 732 B.C.) the king of Assyria, as he carried some of the people of Israel 

captive — into the land of Assyria. 

Once again, we read of another conspiracy against the throne of Israel. “And Hoshea the 

son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him, and slew him, 

and reigned in his stead …” (2 Kings 15:30). 

King Hoshea: 

Hoshea became the next king of Israel. He reigned from Samaria for 9 years. “And he did 

that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, but not as the kings of Israel that were before him” 

(2 Kings 17:2). Notice that this verse describing this king, King Hoshea, was different. This king 
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of Israel made himself a servant to the enemy, Shalmaneser the king of Assyria. The word servant 

means “indentured servitude; became a slave, or subject.” King Hoshea indentured himself to the 

king of Assyria and “gave him presents” (2 Kings 17:3). The words gave him presents means “to 

turn to; and to pay tribute.” However, see what happened. “And the king of Assyria found 

conspiracy in Hoshea: for he had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and brought no present to 

the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and 

bound him in prison” (2 Kings 17:4). It appears that King Hoshea was tired of being the servant 

to the king of Assyria, giving him “presents” and sought help from the king of Egypt, King So. 

For that, King Hoshea was thrown in prison. Read what the king of Assyria did next. “Then the 

king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three 

years” (2 Kings 17:5). After those three years, Israel was taken captive out of their land into the 

land of Assyria — just as the prophets of God had warned the people. 

 “7. For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God, 

which had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of 

Egypt, and had feared other gods, 8. And walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom the LORD 

cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made” (2 

Kings 17:7–8). 

  

3. Why God Allowed Israel to be Led Captive: 2 Kings 17:7-17  

We just read 2 Kings 17:7–8 telling us that the children of Israel had sinned against the 

Lord their God. They had feared other gods (false ones), and walked in the statutes (laws) of the 

heathen (wicked; idolatrous people), whom God had cast out from before them. Yet they walked 

in their ways in spite of God casting them away. 

 See the listing of some of the things they had done wrong; things God was holding them 

accountable for now, found in 2 Kings 17:7–17: 

Notice the sin:   

 “7. For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God:   

 … and had feared other gods,  

 8. And walked in the statutes of the heathen …   

 9. And the children of Israel did secretly those things that were not right against the LORD 

their God,  
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 and they built them high places in all their cities …”     

Notice the idolatry:   

 “10. And they set them up images and groves in every high hill, and under every green 

tree:  

 11. And there they burnt incense in all the high places …   

 12. For they served idols, whereof the LORD had said unto them, Ye shall not do this 

thing.”     

Notice the refusal to turn back to God:    

 “13. Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by 

all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my 

statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you 

by my servants the prophets.”    

Notice the turning point:   

 “14. Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of 

their fathers, that did not believe in the LORD their God.  

Notice the rejection of God’s Words:   

 15. And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, and his 

testimonies which he testified against them;  

 and they followed vanity, and became vain,  

 and went after the heathen that were round about them, concerning whom the LORD had 

charged them, that they should not do like them.  

 16. And they left all the commandments of the LORD their God,  

 and made them molten images, even two calves,  

 and made a grove,  

 and worshipped all the host of heaven, 

 and served Baal.  

 17. And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire,  

 and used divination and enchantments,  

and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger” (2 

Kings 17:7-17). 
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A Deeper Path: As we have learned, the Israelites sinned against God when they forsook 

Him and worshiped creatures (golden calves, Baal, etc.). They also walked in the ways of the 

heathen (the wicked and idolatrous nations around) instead of walking in God’s Laws and statutes 

they had been taught. Notice that in the New Testament, Paul preached to people in the same 

condition. He warned that the wrath of God would fall upon those who knew the truth, but did not 

live it out in their lives: “18. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19. Because that which may 

be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 21. Because that, when 

they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their 

imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22. Professing themselves to be wise, they 

became fools, 23. And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 

corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24. Wherefore God also 

gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 

between themselves: 25. Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 

creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen” (Romans 1:18–19, 21–25). 

Search your heart to see if you are guilty of knowing the way of righteousness, yet not 

living in the truth of it. This is an important question for each Christian to consider! 

 

4. Assyria Carried Israel Away Captive: 2 Kings 17:18-41  

 “Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there 

was none left but the tribe of Judah only” (2 Kings 17:18). The Northern Kingdom was carried into 

Assyria, captive. We can read further to see that God rejected all the seed of Israel, afflicted them, 

and delivered them into the hands of the spoilers (2 Kings 17:20). Remember back for a minute. 

When the nation of Israel divided and the Northern Kingdom rejected the house of David, they 

made Jeroboam their king (1 Kings 12). “… [A]nd Jeroboam drave Israel from following the 

LORD, and made them sin a great sin” (2 Kings 17:21). In addition, Israel walked in all the sins of 

Jeroboam “… they departed not from them” (2 Kings 17:22), until God removed His people out of 

His sight (2 Kings 17:23). 

The Assyrians carried Israel captive out of their land. To keep the land from becoming a 

land of desolation, they took people from their own countries and placed them in the land of Israel 

that they had conquered (2 Kings 17:24). These people did not fear the Lord, so God sent lions 
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among them that killed many (2 Kings 17:25). See what the Assyrian people recognized, “… The 

nations which thou hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the 

God of the land: therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay them, because they 

know not the manner of the God of the land” (2 Kings 17:26). The people understood God was 

against them, so they asked the king of Assyria to send back a priest that had been taken out of that 

country to teach them about the God of the land. “Then one of the priests whom they had carried 

away from Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD” (2 

Kings 17:28). Do you remember what kind of priests had been in the land? Did they fear God, or 

teach God’s commandments to the people? This priest taught the enemy that moved into the land 

no better than he had taught the Israelites. Instead of learning to worship the one true God, they 

added the worship of God to the worship of all of their idols (read 2 Kings 17:28–32). See what the 

people did. “They feared the LORD, and served their own gods, after the manner of the nations 

whom they carried away from thence” (2 Kings 17:33). All they did was add God to their other 

gods. See what God reveals to us. “… [T}hey fear not the LORD, neither do they after their 

statutes, or after their ordinances, or after the law and commandment which the LORD commanded 

the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel” (2 Kings 17:34b).   

 We then see a remembrance of what should have been.  

 

35. With whom the LORD had made a covenant, and charged them, 

saying, Ye shall not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor 

serve them, nor sacrifice to them: 36. But the LORD, who brought you 

up out of the land of Egypt with great power and a stretched out arm, 

him shall ye fear, and him shall ye worship, and to him shall ye do 

sacrifice. 37. And the statutes, and the ordinances, and the law, and the 

commandment, which he wrote for you, ye shall observe to do for 

evermore; and ye shall not fear other gods. 38. And the covenant that I 

have made with you ye shall not forget; neither shall ye fear other gods. 

39. But the LORD your God ye shall fear; and he shall deliver you out of 

the hand of all your enemies. (2 Kings 17:35-39) 
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But read what we know God’s people did. “Howbeit they did not hearken, but they did after 

their former manner” (2 Kings 17:40). 

We have a sad conclusion to the history of Israel’s kingdom. Because they did not heed to 

the word of the Lord, seeking Him, they were carried away captive, in their sin, by an enemy 

nation. 

 

A Deeper Path: What should we learn from Israel’s obstinacy? Jesus should be our 

ultimate example. “21. … [B]ecause Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 

should follow his steps: 22. Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 24. Who his 

own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 

righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” (2 Peter 2:21–22, 24).   

When we know what is right, we should do it. “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, 

and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). Seek God if one is not sure — remember Amos’ 

plea, “Seek the LORD, and ye shall live …” (Amos 5:6). We should never sin away our lives — 

as Israel did. For, “… There is a sin unto death …” (1 John 5:16). 

 

2 Kings 15:14-31; and 16-17 at a Glance: 

Chapter 15:14-31: Menahem killed King Shallum and reigned in his stead; He killed all within who 

would not open their coasts to him — even women with child; Menahem reigned ten years 

as an evil king; Menaham died and his son Pekahiah, another evil king, reigned for two 

years; Pekah, killed him and became another evil king reigning for 20 years; while Pekah 

was king, the king of Assyria came and carried many Israelites captive to Assyria; Hoshea 

killed Pekah  

Chapter 16: Pekah joined Rezin, king of Syria, and went against Jerusalem, besieged it, but could 

not defeat Ahaz, king of Judah; Ahaz sent messengers to the king of Assyria to come help 

him, sending silver & gold from the house of the Lord and his own treasures as a present 

to the king of Assyria — and the king of Assyria went and helped 

Chapter 17: Hoshea became king of Israel and was an evil king reigning for nine years; the king of 

Assyria came up against him, and Hoshea became his servant giving him presents; but the 

king of Assyria found conspiracy in King Hoshea, besieged Samaria for three years, and 

then carried Israel away into Assyria; verses 7–18, 19–23 list the reasons why God 
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allowed Israel to be carried captive from their homeland into the land of Assyria; Samaria 

was established, continuing in their idol worship with false priests  

 

Reinforcement: As we read through Israel’s history in the divided kingdom, one can’t 

help but notice how important it is to God to keep Him first in one’s life. When the kings led the 

people to sin against God, He sent prophets to cry out to seek Him; to return to Him. Even with 

all of the warnings, we found they did not return to God, but “… walked in the statutes of the 

heathen …” (2 Kings 17:8). God had no choice but to fulfill His promise of discipline and 

judgment upon His people. 

Since we are to learn from history, we must notice the progression of sin in the nation 

Israel. One of the best examples of this progression is in Psalm 1. First one walks with sinners, 

then stops and talks with them, and finally sits with them. Desiring sin and walking with sinners 

begins with lust. Lust means “a strong desire; a longing; to satisfy carnal appetites.” Read what 

James 1:14–15 says, “14. But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 

enticed. 15. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 

bringeth forth death.” 

Remember the turning point in the nation Israel, the point they did not return from:  when 

they refused to hear the Word of the Lord from the prophets of God.  

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today pray that we will recognize the progression of 

sin and not allow it to rule our life. Also, pray that we will never disregard the instructions found 

in God’s Word. 


