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2 Kings 13:9 – 15:15:  

Jehoash – Shallum: Wickedness Punished 

Lesson 8  

 

Key Verse  

For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all 

them that call upon thee. 

—Psalm 86:5 

 

Key Verse Thought: Have you ever thought about how good God really is? He is always 

ready to forgive — any who will call upon Him (remember Romans 10:13). In our Key Verse see 

that mercy means “kindness, love, or mercy shown. Even when men may prove unfaithful to this 

relationship, God’s mercy to His people is everlasting.”  

Emphasis: We are to understand God’s faithfulness and mercy to His people — even when 

they forget Him. 

Lesson Summary: As we continue with our study today, do not get confused by the king’s 

name; Jehoash is often called Joash. Keep in mind that they are the same person as you read 

through 2 Kings 13–15. We also will learn of the Prophet Elisha’s death. 

While Jehoash is king, he is challenged by the king of Judah (after he won a great victory 

against the Edomites) which led to the defeat of Judah. After King Jehoash died, Jeroboam II 

became king and reigned for 41 years. Because the kings had continually allowed the worship of 

the golden calves in Bethel and Dan, God permitted the enemies around to oppress Israel. God 

revealed to them that they had used all of their resources, tried everything they could, and still 

needed help. God never left them; they left God. One continual theme we can see as we study our 

lesson today is the same as our memory verse: “For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; 

and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee” (Psalm 86:5). In spite of Israel’s 

continual state of sin, because they were God’s people, He continually saved them from their 

enemies. Even though King Jeroboam II continued in the same sin of the previous kings, God 

allowed him to restore much of Israel’s land that had been lost to enemies around. We also 

remember back to Amos as he delivered God’s warning to Israel. Especially recognize Amos’ 
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tenacity to continue preaching God’s Words to Israel even after being confronted by a priest of 

Bethel named Amaziah. 

After King Jeroboam II died, his son Zachariah reigned. We conclude our lesson today with 

God’s promise to King Jehu being fulfilled. If you remember, God promised that King Jehu’s 

children to the fourth generation would sit upon the throne of Israel because he destroyed Ahab’s 

family as God had commanded him. Remember the generations after Jehu: Jehoahaz, Jehoash 

(Joash), Jeroboam II, and Zachariah. Zachariah was the fourth generation to sit upon the throne 

after King Jehu. We conclude our history today with Shallum, the son of Jabesh, who conspired 

against Zachariah and killed him to reign in his stead. 

 

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 Monday: 2 Kings 13 

 Tuesday: 2 Kings 14 

 Wednesday: 2 Kings 15  

 Thursday: Proverbs 16 

 Friday: Proverbs 17 

 Saturday: Proverbs 18 

 

2 Kings 13:9 – 15:15: 

Jehoash – Shallum: Wickedness Punished 

1. Jehoash (Joash) is King 

 Jehoash, a wicked king: 2 Kings 13:9-11 

 Elisha’s death: 2 Kings 13:14-21 

 Israel oppressed: 2 Kings 13:22-25  

2. Jehoash’s (Joash) Reign   

 Jehoash went against Judah: 2 Kings 14:8-14  

 Jehoash’s death: 2 Kings 14:15-16 

3. More Wicked Kings  

 King Jeroboam II: 2 Kings 14:23-29 

 King Zachariah: 2 Kings 15:8-12  

 King Shallum: 2 Kings 15:10, 13-15   
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Note: Remember that as we have been studying the history of Israel, we have read of 

great reformations led by King Jehu in the destruction of Ahab’s family and the removal of Baal 

worship. We also learned of King Jehu’s great failings in not eliminating the idol worship (the 

golden calves set up in Dan and Bethel). King Jehoahaz, Jehu’s son, reigned next and continued 

allowing the worship of the golden calves. God was angry and allowed Hazael, king of Syria and 

Benhadad, Hazael’s son, to oppress Israel. God sent deliverance, but the nation was diminished 

greatly (God only left 50 horsemen, 10 chariots, and 10,000 footmen, soldiers). When King 

Jehoahaz died, his son, Joash reigned in his stead. 

For the last two lessons, we have studied two prophets, Jonah and Amos. They both spoke 

during the reign of King Jeroboam II (which reigned after King Joash). Especially remember the 

words of Amos as we study this lesson today.  

1. Jehoash is King: 2 Kings 13:9-25 

Jehoash (Joash) became king of Israel. He reigned for 16 years. “And he did that which 

was evil in the sight of the LORD; he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 

who made Israel sin: but he walked therein” (2 Kings 13:11). 

Elisha, the prophet of God, was sick — about to die. King Joash went to see him, crying, 

and said, “… O my father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof” (2 Kings 

13:14b). Remember that this was what Elisha cried out when he saw Elijah taken into heaven (2 

Kings 2:12). The king obviously understood that Elisha was about to be taken away from him. 

Elisha told him to take a bow and arrows. The king took them. Elisha told the king to put his hand 

on the bow. When the king put his hand on the bow, Elisha put his hands upon the king’s hands. 

Elisha told the king to open the window eastward, and to shoot the arrow. The king shot. Elisha 

said, “The arrow of the LORD'S deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for thou 

shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them” (2 Kings 13:17b). He then told 

the king to take the arrows and smite the ground. The king took the arrows and hit the ground 

three times; and stopped. Elisha was angry with him and said, “Thou shouldest have smitten five 

or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now thou shalt 

smite Syria but thrice” (2 Kings 13:19b). 

Elisha died, and they buried him. The bands of the Moabites invaded the land the next 

year. As they were burying a man, they spied another band of men. So they threw the body of the 
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man they were going to bury into the sepulcher of Elisha. When the man’s dead body fell upon 

the bones of Elisha, he became alive — and stood up on his feet. This doubled the number of 

people Elijah made alive again. (Remember that Elisha had asked for a double portion of Elijah’s 

spirit? God gave it!) 

Remember that Hazael, king of Syria had oppressed Israel while King Joash’s father, 

Jehoahaz had been king of Israel. Now, King Hazael died, and his son, Benhadad, reigned over 

Syria in his stead. King Joash (Jehoash) took the cities back from King Benhadad — the cities 

Benhadad’s father, Hazael, had taken from his father King Jehoahaz. Three times King Joash beat 

Benhadad in battle — just as Elisha had told him (2 Kings 13:22–25). 

 

2. Jehoash’s (Joash) Reign: 2 Kings 14 

The king of Judah, Amaziah, just had a great victory. “He slew of Edom in the valley of 

salt ten thousand, and took Selah by war …” (2 Kings 14:7a). He sent a messenger to Jehoash, 

king of Israel, “… saying, Come, let us look one another in the face” (2 Kings 14:8b). It appears 

that Amaziah was a little proud of his victory over Edom, so he wanted to prove himself greater 

than King Jehoash as well. However, read King Jehoash’s response.  

 

9b… The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in 

Lebanon, saying, Give thy daughter to my son to wife: and there passed 

by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trode down the thistle. 10. Thou 

hast indeed smitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee up: glory of 

this, and tarry at home: for why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt, that 

thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee? (2 Kings 14:9b-10) 

  

King Jehoash compared himself to a cedar of Lebanon, and he called King Amaziah a 

thistle in Lebanon. A thistle was just a weed. How dare he ask for King Jehoash to join together 

(give thy daughter to my son to wife). He took it a step further when he compared a wild beast 

that “trode down” the thistle. The words trode down means “to stamp upon; to trample 

underfoot.” He acknowledged that King Amaziah had defeated Edom, but that his heart was too 

proud. He should enjoy the victory — not push the matter by trying to conquer another with no 

real cause. Not only would the king be hurt, but the nation Judah would be hurt as well. “But 
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Amaziah would not hear …” (2 Kings 14:11a). And King Jehoash, king of Israel, went up and 

“… he and Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in the face at Bethshemesh …” (2 Kings 

14:11). Israel defeated Judah. King Jehoash defeated King Amaziah in Bethshemesh, went to 

Jerusalem, broke the wall, took all the gold and silver, took all of the vessels from the house of 

the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house. He even took hostages from Judah back to Israel. 

“And Jehoash slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel; and 

Jeroboam his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 14:16). 

 

A Deeper Path: After reading this account of King Amaziah and his challenge to the king 

of Israel, Jehoash, can you think of anything he did wrong? See the following verses to help you 

remember. 

“It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling” (Proverbs 

20:3). He should have been content with the victory he had instead of stirring up a fight over 

nothing. It was foolish to meddle. 

What does the Bible say about pride? Does God like a man to become proud? “Though 

the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off” (Psalm 

138:6). Also, see James 4:6. “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the 

proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” 

If one does become proud, what usually happens? See what Jesus said. “And whosoever 

shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted” (Matthew 

23:12). How about 1 Corinthians 10:12: “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 

lest he fall.”  More often than not, the proud person will fall flat on their face. 

 

3. More Wicked Kings  

King Jeroboam II: 

“… Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty 

and one years. 24. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed not from 

all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 14:23b–24). We read 

of a second king named Jeroboam (remember that the first king of Israel after the kingdom 

divided was Jeroboam). Because this is the second king named Jeroboam, he is often referred to 

as King Jeroboam II. Although we read Jeroboam II did evil in the sight of the Lord, he was king 
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for 41 years and accomplished much for the nation. As we read 2 Kings 14:25a, we find he 

restored the coast of Israel “… according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he spake 

by the hand of his servant Jonah ….” 

Take a moment to remember back to Jonah that we studied two lessons ago. As we read of 

King Jeroboam II, we find this was the same time frame that Jonah lived.  Read 2 Kings 14:25 

and compare it to Jonah 1:1.  Notice that it was the same person. 

Also, remember Amos whom we studied in our last lesson. One way we know that he 

spoke to Israel during the reign of King Jeroboam II is because of Amos 7:10–17. If you 

remember, the priests of Bethel and Dan were not the men that God had chosen, Levites, to be the 

priests of his temple in Jerusalem. Instead, the first King Jeroboam had made the lowest of men 

the priests. “And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, 

which were not of the sons of Levi” (1 Kings 12:31). 

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent a message to King Jeroboam II. “… Amos hath 

conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all his 

words” (Amos 7:10b). Do you remember what we learned about Amos last week? Did it sound 

like he “conspired” against the house of Israel? He was just a messenger delivering a message 

from the Lord to God’s people. Do you remember the message? God had warned His people that 

because of their great sin, they needed to seek Him. However, the people did not seek God. 

Because they would not seek Him, or heed the prophets’ words, God promised He would allow 

them to be taken from their land as captives. Nevertheless, one day, God would allow them to 

return. Read what Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, reported to King Jeroboam II. “For thus Amos 

saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their 

own land” (Amos 7:11). He was right.  Amos did say these things. See Amos 7:9b: “… and I will 

rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” And also, “Therefore will I cause you to go 

into captivity …” (Amos 5:27). Remember though, that this is what God told Amos to say. But 

Amaziah responded to Amos, “… O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and 

there eat bread, and prophesy there: 13. But prophesy not again any more at Bethel: for it is the 

king's chapel, and it is the king's court” (Amos 7:12–13). Amaziah wanted Amos to go to Judah 

and not speak to Israel any more. How did Amos respond to Amaziah? “… I was no prophet, 

neither was I a prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: 15. And the 

LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my 
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people Israel” (Amos 7:14–15). Amos would not be afraid of the king’s priest in the house of 

Bethel. Amos was just a herdsman, but God spoke to Him. God told him to go and speak to 

Israel. Amos was willing to obey God’s commands — not man’s. Notice that he not only spoke to 

God’s people, but that he went to the king’s chapel and into the king’s court. He showed no fear. 

We can read that King Amaziah did not fear God’s words spoken by the prophet. Instead, he rose 

up and spoke against God’s prophet. Read what God told Amos to say to King Amaziah for 

telling him to leave Israel and return to Judah. “16. Now therefore hear thou the word of the 

LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not thy word against the house of 

Isaac. 17. Therefore thus saith the LORD; Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons and 

thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by line; and thou shalt die in a 

polluted land: and Israel shall surely go into captivity forth of his land” (Amos 7:16–17). It 

appears that the judgment will be more specific now. King Amaziah’s family will be destroyed 

specifically — probably because he spoke out against God’s prophet. Nevertheless, in spite of 

King Amaziah’s defiance against Amos, the words from God did not change. “… Israel shall 

surely go into captivity forth of his land” (Amos 7:17b). 

We read earlier, before we remembered back to Amos, that when Jeroboam II became 

king, God had allowed them to restore some of their land that had been taken away. Knowing 

what Amos’ message was (Israel would be carried into captivity if they did not seek God) do you 

think it was well received? Do you think this was a hard message for Amos to speak to God’s 

people, Israel? As you read through the next section, keep in mind the message Amos was 

preaching to the people. God had allowed Israel to fall into the enemy’s hands before when there 

was great sin in the land. You would think they would have taken Amos’ message seriously.  

Apparently, they did not. 

Before we remembered back to Jonah and Amos we read that God had allowed land to be 

restored to Israel — why? “For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel …” (2 Kings 14:26). 

Remember what God knew, “… for he saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of Syria 

oppressed them” (2 Kings 13:4). Do you remember why the king of Syria oppressed them? “2. 

And he (King Jehoahaz) did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, and followed the sins 

of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. 3. And the 

anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael 

king of Syria, and into the hand of Benhadad the son of Hazael, all their days” (2 Kings 13:2–3). 
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Because of the king’s leadership to continue in the sin of Jeroboam against God, God was angry 

with His people. For that, he allowed the enemy, Syria, to oppress His people. However, God 

knew the need of His people. He also revealed something else to us. “… [F]or there was not any 

shut up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel” (2 Kings 14:26b).   

At this point, it would behoove us to remember back into Israel’s history for a minute. In 

Deuteronomy chapter 32, Moses recorded what we call “Moses’ Song.” If you remember, this 

was a new generation Moses was preparing to enter into the Promised Land. With this 

remembrance, there was also a looking forward. God had told Moses some things that should 

have helped the children of Israel — especially to not forsake God. In that song he reminded them 

of their perfect God and the things He had done for them. Moses continued with the warning of 

the judgments God would bring upon them for their sins. However, they were given hope that 

when there seemed to be no help left for them and they had nowhere left to turn, God would still 

be there to deliver His people and take revenge upon their enemies.  

 

36. For the LORD shall judge his people, and repent himself for his 

servants, when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut 

up, or left. 37. And he shall say, Where are their gods, their rock in 

whom they trusted … 39. See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no 

god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there 

any that can deliver out of my hand … 43. Rejoice, O ye nations, with 

his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render 

vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to 

his people. (Deuteronomy 32:36–37, 39, 43) 

  

Did you see that phrase that was a quote of Deuteronomy 32:36? “… for there was not any shut 

up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel” (2 Kings 14:26b). Remembering this, we can 

understand just what stage the people of Israel had come to in their lives. God revealed to them 

that they had used all of their resources, tried everything they could, and still needed help. God 

never left them; they left God. What did God do for His people? “And the LORD said not that he 

would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven: but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam 

the son of Joash” (2 Kings 14:27). God did not quit or give up on His people. Instead of blotting 
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out the name of Israel from heaven, he saved them. In addition, he used the king of Israel to do 

his work. The word saved here means “to have plenty of room to move; feeling safe and secure; 

to help; to preserve.” 

“And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with the kings of Israel; and Zachariah his son 

reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 14:29). 

King Zachariah: 

 “8b. … [D]id Zachariah the son of Jeroboam reign over Israel in Samaria six months. 9. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done: he departed not 

from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 15:8–9). Not much 

else is recorded about Zachariah’s reign; except for the conspiracy against him as king. “And 

Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and smote him before the people, and slew him, 

and reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 15:10). Remember one of the prophecies of Amos; “… and I 

will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword” (Amos 7:9b). It happened just as Amos 

warned.  

 Also, remember what God had promised King Jehu for his obedience in destroying the 

house of Ahab as he was commanded. “And the LORD said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done 

well in executing that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab 

according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne 

of Israel” (2 Kings 10:30). Remember the generations after Jehu: 

1) Jehoahaz;   

2) Jehoash (Joash)  

3) Jeroboam II  

4) Zachariah  

Zachariah was the fourth generation to sit upon the throne after King Jehu. “This was the 

word of the LORD which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel 

unto the fourth generation. And so it came to pass” (2 Kings 15:12). 

King Shallum: 

“Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign … and he reigned a full month in Samaria” (2 

Kings 15:13). 
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A Deeper Path: The word saved in 2 Kings 14:27 is the Old Testament word from which 

Jesus’ name was derived. See Matthew 1:21: “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 

his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.” In Matthew 1:21, save means “to 

save — as in salvation from eternal death, punishment, and sin; to give eternal life.” The name 

Jesus in that same verse means “savior.” In King Jeroboam’s day, they saw a temporary salvation 

from the enemies around. When Jesus came, he offered an eternal salvation. That is the salvation 

we are to desire today. 

 

 

2 Kings 13:9 – 15:15 at a Glance: 

Chapter 13:9-25: Jehoahaz died and his son, Joash (Jehoash), became king, reigning as a wicked 

king for 16 years; he died & Jeroboam II reigned; Elisha became sick, Joash visited him, 

and found out they would defeat Syria; Elisha died; when the Moabites were preparing to 

bury a man, threw the body into the sepulcher of Elisha, and when the bones hit Elisha’s 

the dead body became alive again; Jehoash took from Benhadad, king of Syria, the cities 

that had previously been taken by war  

Chapter 14: Joash (Jehoash) was king of Israel and Amaziah was king of Judah; Jehoash fought 

against Judah and took all the gold, silver, all the vessels found in the house of the Lord, 

and the treasures of the king’s house and hostages; Jehoash died and Jeroboam reigned 

over Israel; Azariah became king of Judah; Jeroboam reigned 41 years, “And he did that 

which was evil in the sight of the LORD”; Jeroboam died and his son, Zachariah, reigned 

Chapter 15:1-15: Azariah, king of Judah, was struck with leprosy and when he died his son, 

Jotham, became king of Judah; Zachariah only reigned over Israel for 6 months and he did 

evil in the sight of the Lord; Shallum conspired against him & killed him, becoming king 

of Israel — he reigned one month; Menahem killed Shallum and reigned in his stead  

 

Reinforcement: As we continue studying Israel’s history, we have found a pattern. No 

matter what, each of the better kings (who still did evil in God’s eyes) reverted back to the first 

King Jeroboam’s sin. They continued to worship the golden calves in Dan and Bethel instead of 

the one true God. We are learning that God always kept His promises, even when God’s people 

did not turn back to Him as they should have. We also read many instances of God as good and 
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full of mercy. Even though Israel did not seek God as Amos told them to do, God provided help 

when they needed it. God saved them from their enemies. It was only a temporary salvation, for 

Israel would not turn back and worship the one true God. However, we can relate Israel’s history 

to our lives today. Just as God gave his people the salvation they needed, we know that God gave 

us true, eternal, salvation in his Son, Jesus, if we will only turn to Him and give our heart and life 

to him — worshiping the one true God. 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today pray that we will seek God and His forgiveness. 

Pray that we will learn from Israel’s mistakes and turn to God for anything we need.  

 

 


