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2 Kings 3 – 9:10: Elisha  

Lesson 4 

 

Key Verse 

For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might 

receive the promise. 

—Hebrews 10:36 

 

Key Verse Thought: After you read the Key Verse, use the following definitions to help 

you understand it better.   

 patience: endurance; perseverance or constancy under suffering in faith and duty 

 will: purpose; God’s law; decree  

 promise: salvation in Christ  

Does one really understand patience? Does it take patience to do something that doesn’t 

always make sense? For example (here are a few examples, or you may thing of some better 

ones!): 

 Making your bed when you’re going to sleep in it that night — it keeps your room neat 

and your covers straight;  

 Going to bed at a regular bedtime even though you still have work to do — keeps you 

from always being tired or rundown which allows you to get sick easier; 

 Eating foods that are good for you, as opposed to junk food all of the time — also keeps 

you healthier; 

 Submitting to your authority, even though you think you know best! 

 

Today we will see many people who were asked to do things that didn’t necessarily make 

sense to them at the time. The important thing for them to learn was to do what the prophet of the 

Lord told them to do, obeying God’s Words. We will also see what happened for those who 

patiently did the will of God and see what God gave them. 

Emphasis: In this lesson, we should learn to obey God’s Word, patiently, even if it seems 

too hard or it does not necessarily make sense to us. Be encouraged to put your faith and trust in 

Jesus and to live your life according to God’s Word. 



Y2Q1 – Lesson 4 © The Biblical Path of Life 2 

Lesson Summary: In this lesson, we will continue learning the history of the nation 

Israel, the Northern Kingdom. 

Once we saw Elijah taken, we read Elisha established as the prophet of the Lord. Elisha 

had requested Elijah to give him a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. In this lesson, we will see that 

this is just what Elisha received. Not only did he have dealings with many Israelites, but we will 

also see that he took the Word of the Lord to the kings. His fame even spread by an Israelite 

maiden taken captive into the home of a captain in the Syrian army. His name was Naaman. 

Because he obeyed the words spoken by the prophet of the Lord, Elisha, Naaman was healed of 

his leprosy. Notice the many different, and even unusual things, people were asked to do, obeying 

the words of the prophet of the Lord. It would also be good to notice the blessings, and even the 

salvation from the enemies, the people received when they obeyed.   

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 Monday: 2 Kings 3  

 Tuesday: 2 Kings 4  

 Wednesday: 2 Kings 5  

 Thursday: 2 Kings 6 

 Friday: 2 Kings 7   

 Saturday: 2 Kings 8-9  

 

2 Kings 3 — 9:10: Elisha   

1. Elisha and Some Israelites: 2 Kings 4; 6 

 The Widow’s oil multiplied 

 The Shunammite woman 

 The dearth in Gilgal 

 The firstfruits  

 The axe head that swam 

2. Naaman’s Leprosy  

 2 Kings 5  

3. Elisha’s Dealings with the Kings of Israel 

 2 Kings 3  

 2 Kings 6-7 

 2 Kings 8-9:10  
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Note: Elisha witnessed Elijah’s capture by the horses and chariot of fire that carried him 

into heaven. Remember what Elijah had told Elisha. If Elisha witnessed what happened, he would 

receive that which he had asked — a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. Elisha saw, and when 

Elijah’s mantle fell to the earth when he was taken into heaven, Elisha picked it up. He did just 

what Elijah had done — smote the Jordan River with it. Elisha then cried, “Where is the LORD 

God of Elijah?” The waters parted, and Elisha crossed on dry land. The fifty men of the sons of 

the prophets witnessed this event. What was their response? “… The spirit of Elijah doth rest on 

Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him” (2 Kings 

2:15). These men recognized what God had done for Elisha. Elisha was established as a prophet 

of God. In this lesson, we will see Elisha’s dealings with the people of Israel, the kings, and even 

some from another land.  

 

1. Elisha and Some Israelites: 

The Widow’s Oil Multiplied: 2 Kings 4:1-7 

We begin with a widow woman who had two sons. Her husband had been one of the sons 

of the prophets. She went to Elisha for help because a creditor was coming to take her two sons 

away to make them servants. Elisha asked what she had in her house. All she had was a pot of oil. 

Elisha told her to go and borrow from her neighbors all of the empty vessels she could. After that, 

she and her sons were to go into their house, close the door, and pour the oil from her pot into all 

of the vessels filling them. She obeyed his words exactly. She borrowed vessels from her 

neighbors, went into her house closing the door, and poured the oil from her pot into the vessels. 

Her sons handed her the pots so she could fill them until there were no more vessels to fill “…   

[a]nd the oil stayed” (2 Kings 4:6b). She went and told the man of God what had happened.  

Elisha told her to go, sell the oil, and pay the debt. The money left was what she was to use to 

live.  

The Shunammite Woman: 2 Kings 4:8-37 

Next, we find Elisha pass to Shunam. Each time he passed through the area, a great 

woman who lived there always invited him to stay and eat. Read what this woman understood and 

told her husband. “…Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us 

continually” (2 Kings 4:9). Once she understood this, she wanted to do something special for the 

“holy man of God.” She had a special room added onto her house so the man of God would have 
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a place to stay when he passed through. Inside of the room, she placed a bed, a table, a stool, and 

a candlestick. She now had a place for the man of God to stay. 

“And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there” 

(2 Kings 4:11). Elisha then told his servant, Gehazi, to call the Shunammite woman to come and 

stand before him. Elisha wanted to know what could be done for this woman who had done so 

much for him. She did not require anything. When Elisha asked Gehazi what could be done, read 

his idea. “… Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old” (2 Kings 4:14). Elisha called for 

her to come, and she stood in the door. See what Elisha told her. “About this season, according to 

the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son” (2 Kings 4:16). Her reply?  “Nay, my lord, thou man of 

God, do not lie unto thine handmaid” (2 Kings 4:16). She did not want to get her hopes up for a 

son, and then not have one. However, we read, “and the woman conceived, and bare a son at that 

season that Elisha had said unto her, according to the time of life” (2 Kings 4:17). She had a son, 

just as Elisha said. 

The Bible tells us that when the son was grown, he went out to his father in the field and 

said, “My head, my head” (2 Kings 4:19). He was taken to his mother where he sat at her knees 

until noon, and then he died. She immediately went to the man if God. When Elisha saw her 

coming, he sent his servant, Gehazi, to run and meet her. He was to ask her if all was well. But 

she continued on to the man of God. When she arrived, she caught him by the feet. Gehazi began 

to remove her from Elisha’s feet, but Elisha said, “…Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within 

her: and the LORD hath hid it from me, and hath not told me” (2 Kings 4:27b). She said, “…Did I 

desire a son of my lord? did I not say, Do not deceive me?” (2 Kings 4:28). He understood 

something had happened to her son. He told Gehazi to go directly to the child and lay Elisha’s 

staff upon the child. But see what the Shunammite woman said, “… As the LORD liveth, and as 

thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee” (2 Kings 4:30). Elisha followed her. When Gehazi placed 

the staff upon the child, nothing happened. He met Elisha on the way and told him that the child 

had not awakened. When Elisha got to the house, the child was dead upon his bed. Elisha went in, 

shut the door, and prayed unto the Lord. Read what happened in 2 Kings 4:34-37. 

The child lived again restored to his mother. 

The Dearth in Gilgal: 2 Kings 4:38-41 

Elisha came to Gilgal, and there was a dearth in the land. A dearth is a “hunger; a 

famine.” The sons of the prophets were there, and Elisha told his servant to boil a great pot of 
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pottage (something like a soup). Someone went out in the field to gather herbs, but gathered wild 

gourds and shredded them into the pot, even thought they did not know what they were. When 

they began to eat, the men cried out and said, “O thou man of God, there is death in the pot” (2 

Kings 4:40). They could not eat it. Elisha called for some meal (possibly flour). Elisha poured it 

into the pot and told them to eat again.  

“And there was no harm in the pot” (2 Kings 4:41).  

The Bread of the Firstfruits: 2 Kings 4:42-44 

A man came from Baal-shalisha and brought the man of God the first fruits: twenty loaves 

of barley, and full ears of corn. Elisha said to give it to the people. However, his servitor did not 

think it was enough for a hundred men. Elisha said again, “Give the people, that they may eat: for 

thus saith the LORD, They shall eat, and shall leave thereof” (2 Kings 4:42b). The men ate and 

there was food left over, “… according to the word of the LORD” (2 Kings 4:44b).   

The Axe Head that Swam: 2 Kings 6:1-7 

 The sons of the prophets wanted to build a new place to dwell. Elisha told them to go and 

build. They asked Elisha to go with them; so he went. The prophets were cutting down wood by 

the Jordan River. As one man was cutting down a tree, the axe head came off and fell into the 

water. He cried out because he had borrowed the axe. Elisha asked where it fell, and the man 

showed him. Elisha cut a stick and cast it into the water, “… and the iron did swim” (2 Kings 

6:6b).  Elisha told him to take it, and he did. 

 

2. Naaman’s Leprosy  

We come to a familiar event in Elisha’s life. Read 2 Kings 5:1–27 to remember the 

details. There was a captain of the Syrian army, Naaman, who had leprosy. In his house lived a 

little girl that had come from the land of Israel who served his wife. She learned of her master’s 

leprosy and longed for him to be able to go to Samaria where the prophet of the Lord was, for he 

could heal Naaman’s leprosy. Naaman went to the king of Israel searching for the prophet of the 

Lord. Elisha heard and sent word for Naaman to come to him. When Naaman arrived with his 

great company, Elisha sent a messenger with a message. “… Go and wash in Jordan seven times, 

and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean” (2 Kings 5:10b). Naaman was 

angry. But his servant encouraged him to obey the words of the prophet of the Lord. Once 

Naaman conceded, he washed in the Jordan River. When he came up out of the water on the 
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seventh time, according to the saying of the man of God, “… his flesh came again like unto the 

flesh of a little child, and he was clean” (2 Kings 5:14b).  Naaman returned to Elisha and said, 

“… Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel …” (2 Kings 5:15).  

Although we do not know how old the little slave girl was, understand that because of her verbal 

witness of the God in Israel and the prophet of the Lord, Naaman was allowed the opportunity of 

not only being healed of his leprosy, but he was able to know the God of Israel.  

Naaman wanted to reward the man of God. Elisha refused any kind of a reward. However, 

after Naaman left, Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, ran after Naaman. When Naaman saw him following, 

he stopped and asked if all was well. Gehazi answered Naaman: “All is well. My master hath sent 

me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the 

sons of the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments” (2 

Kings 5:22). He lied. After he received the gift, he returned to Elisha.   

 

25. … And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he 

said, Thy servant went no whither. 26. And he said unto him, Went not 

mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet 

thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and 

oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and 

maidservants? 27. The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto 

thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a 

leper as white as snow. (2 Kings 5:25-27)  

 

A Deeper Path:  Read what Jesus said about the time of Elisha. “And many lepers were 

in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the 

Syrian” (Luke 4:27). Eliseus in the New Testament is the same as Elisha in the Old Testament. 

Gehazi was foolish to want a treasure here on this earth. This tells us just where his heart 

was. Elisha understood that God was the one to reward. See what David had already recorded. “4. 

Give them according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness of their endeavours: give 

them after the work of their hands; render to them their desert. 5. Because they regard not the 

works of the LORD, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them up” 
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(Psalm 28:4–5). In receiving leprosy, Gehazi was rendered his desert (means: “reward; 

recompense”). We can see by his actions that he did not really regard the works of the Lord.  

See what Paul wrote to the church at Corinth. “What is my reward then? Verily that, when 

I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in 

the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:18). He understood that he could not “charge” for sharing the gospel 

of Christ. Remember – it is a free gift. 

   

3. Elisha’s Dealings with the Kings of Israel  

2 Kings 3: 

Read what we learn of the king of Israel, Jehoram, King Ahab’s son. “2. And he wrought 

evil in the sight of the LORD; but not like his father, and like his mother: for he put away the 

image of Baal that his father had made. 3. Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam the 

son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom” (2 Kings 3:2-3). He asked 

Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, to join forces with him. King Jehoram wanted to go up against the 

king of Moab, Mesha, because he had rebelled against Israel when King Jehoram’s father, King 

Ahab, died. Jehoshaphat (a good king of Israel) agreed to join forces, and they traveled through 

the wilderness of Edom. The king of Edom joined their forces as well.  “… [A]nd they fetched a 

compass of seven days' journey: and there was no water for the host, and for the cattle that 

followed them” (2 Kings 3:9b). The king of Israel was afraid they had been led into this 

wilderness to be delivered into the hand of the Moabites. Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not here a 

prophet of the LORD, that we may enquire of the LORD by him?” (2 Kings 3:11a). A servant 

told them Elisha, who had been Elijah’s servant, was there. King Jehoshaphat knew he would 

have a word from the Lord. The three kings went to Elisha, and he only responded to these kings 

because of the king of Judah, Jehoshaphat (because he was a godly king). Elisha called for a 

minstrel to come and play. When he played a song, the hand of the Lord came upon him. Elisha 

said, “16. … Thus saith the LORD, Make this valley full of ditches. 17. For thus saith the LORD, 

Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye 

may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts. 18. And this is but a light thing in the sight 

of the LORD: he will deliver the Moabites also into your hand. 19. And ye shall smite every 

fenced city, and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop all wells of water, and 

mar every good piece of land with stones” (2 Kings 3:16–19). The next morning, there came 
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water by the way of Edom, and the land filled with water. When the Moabites heard that the kings 

were come up to fight against them, they gathered the army together and stood in the border; 

“And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon the water, and the Moabites saw 

the water on the other side as red as blood” (2 Kings 3:22). They thought the kings and all the 

armies had been killed, so they went to take the spoil. But when they came into the camp, the 

Israelites rose up and smote them — chasing them back into their country.  Israel defeated the 

Moabites by obeying the Word of the Lord given to them by the prophet, Elisha.  

2 Kings 6:8–23:   

The king of Syria warred against Israel. He took counsel with his servants and decided 

where he should make camp. Elisha told the king of Israel where that camp was, saving him from 

danger. Apparently, this happened several times, and it greatly troubled the king of Syria. He 

called his servants asking which one of them was a spy, telling their secrets to the king of Israel. 

One servant told the king that the prophet, Elisha, was telling the secrets to the king of Israel. The 

king wanted to know where he was, and the king learned that Elisha was in Dothan. The king sent 

horses, chariots, and a great host by night and compassed about the city. When Elisha’s servant 

woke early in the morning and went out of the house, he saw the city compassed with both horses 

and chariots. He cried, “Alas, my master! how shall we do?” (2 Kings 6:15b). Elisha answered, 

“Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them” (2 Kings 6:16b). Elisha 

prayed his servant’s eyes opened so that he could see. “And the LORD opened the eyes of the 

young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round 

about Elisha” (2 Kings 6:17b). When the Syrian army came down toward Elisha, he prayed unto 

the Lord to blind this people. “And he smote them with blindness according to the word of 

Elisha” (2 Kings 6:18b). Elisha then told him that he would lead them to the man that they were 

seeking; but he led them to Samaria. When they came to Samaria, Elisha prayed that their eyes 

would open — and they saw. Behold, they were in Samaria, in the presence of the king of Israel. 

The king of Israel asked Elisha if he should kill them, but Elisha told him to feed them and send 

them home. After the king fed them, he sent them home. “So the bands of Syria came no more 

into the land of Israel” (2 Kings 6:23b).  

2 Kings 6:24-7:20: 

“And it came to pass after this, that Benhadad king of Syria gathered all his host, and went 

up, and besieged Samaria” (2 Kings 6:24). There was a great famine in Samaria — until people 
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were selling donkey’s heads and dove’s dung for food. As the king was passing by the wall, he 

heard a woman cry out for help from him. When the king asked what was wrong she told him her 

story. She and another woman had made an agreement. One would boil her son for them to eat, 

and the next day they would boil the other woman’s son to eat. Nevertheless, on the second day, 

the other mother hid her son so they could not eat him. When the king heard these words, he rent 

his clothes and wore sackcloth, for he was grieved. Notice who he blamed: “God do so and more 

also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat shall stand on him this day” (2 Kings 6:31). 

He blamed the man of God. He sent a messenger to take Elisha, but see Elisha’s response. “Hear 

ye the word of the LORD; Thus saith the LORD, To morrow about this time shall a measure of 

fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria” (2 

Kings 7:1). However, the king’s messenger could not believe it. He said, “… Behold, if the 

LORD would make windows in heaven, might this thing be?” (2 Kings 7:2a). Elisha responded, 

“Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof” (2 Kings 7:2b).  

Four lepers were at the gate. They decided that it would be better to risk their lives by 

entering into the Syrian camp to get food than to sit in Samaria and starve to death. They rose at 

twilight and went to the Syrian camp — but there was no one there. “For the Lord had made the 

host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great 

host” (2 Kings 7:6a). The Syrian army thought that the king of Israel had hired two other armies 

to help them. In the night, they ran away leaving their tents, horses, and everything in their camp. 

When the lepers saw the Syrian camp empty of soldiers but full of provisions, they went back and 

told the keeper of the city gate. The king received the words, but he thought it was a trick. He 

thought the army was hiding, waiting for the people in the city to come out for food, and then 

they would attack. Finally, all of the people went out and spoiled the tents. Remember the king’s 

servant who did not believe Elisha’s words? “…  [A]nd the people trode upon him in the gate, 

and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake when the king came down to him” (2 Kings 

7:17b). 

“And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, Two measures of 

barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to morrow about this time in 

the gate of Samaria” (2 Kings 7:18). 
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2 Kings 9:1-10: 

Elisha called one of the prophets and sent him to anoint a new king of Israel. His name 

was Jehu. He was to take Jehu into an inner chamber (away from everyone), take the box of oil, 

and pour it on his head. He was then to say, “… Thus saith the LORD, I have anointed thee king 

over Israel …” (2 Kings 9:3). After he said that, he was to open the door and run. Read the rest of 

the message:    

 

7. And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge 

the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants 

of the LORD, at the hand of Jezebel. 8. For the whole house of Ahab 

shall perish: and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the 

wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel: 9. And I will make the 

house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the 

house of Baasha the son of Ahijah: 10. And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in 

the portion of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her …” (2 Kings 

9:7-10)  

 

After he said this to Jehu, he opened the door and ran. 

A Deeper Path:  Notice how often we just saw the following verse ring true.  “The king's 

heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will” 

(Proverbs 21:1). 

 

2 Kings 3 – 9:10 at a Glance: 

Chapter 3: Jehoram, Ahab’s son, reigned; Moab rebelled against Israel; Jehoram, Jehoshaphat 

(king of Judah), and the king of Edom decide to fight Moab. God sent them water in the 

ditches, Moabites thought the ditches filled with blood so they entered into to spoil but 

were smitten.    

Chapter 4: Elisha helped the widow by having her fill borrowed vessels with oil, sell the oil, and 

pay her debt; the Shunammite woman built a chamber for Elisha to stay in when he 

passed through the land; the Shunammite woman had a son, he died, Elisha raised him 

from the dead; Elisha in Gilgal with the pottage with “death in the pot” & Elisha had 
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meal put in the pot & no harm came to them; the man from Baalshalisha brought bread 

& corn & fed 100 men  

Chapter 5: Naaman had leprosy; the servant girl (stolen from Israel) told of Elisha, the man of 

God, who could heal Naaman; Naaman went to Elisha’s and was told to wash in the 

Jordan 7 times; when he finally did, he was healed of leprosy; Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, 

followed Naaman and received silver and garments from Naaman (after Elisha refused 

them) & Gehazi received Naaman’s leprosy   

Chapter 6: The axe head fell into the water, Elisha had the prophet, cut down a stick, cast it into 

the water “and the iron did swim.”; king of Syria warred against Israel thinking he had 

a spy because Elisha always told the king of Israel where they were; the king of Syria 

sent a host to surround Elisha; Elisha’s servant saw them and was afraid, but Elisha told 

him there were more of them than soldiers; he then prayed for God to open his eyes; 

Elisha prayed for the soldiers to be blind, led them to the king of Israel, fed them and 

sent them home; Benhadad, king of Syria, besieged Samaria (there was a famine – one 

woman boiled her son to eat & the other refused); the king blamed Elisha and 

demanded his head       

Chapter 7: Four lepers decided to go into the Syrian camp for food; during the night, God had 

sent a noise that scared the Syrian army away – none were left when the lepers arrived; 

they ate, spoiled & reported back to the city; the people spoiled the Syrian camp – but 

the king’s servant died just like Elisha said    

Chapter 8: Elisha warned the Shunammite woman of a pending famine; she left for 7 years then 

returned; Gehazi told the king of her, & her land was restored; Benhadad, king of Syria, 

was sick and sent word asking Elisha if he would live – God said he would die; 

Benhadad’s servant, Hazael, was told that when the king died, he would become king; 

Hazael told Benhadad he would live, then placed a wet, thick cloth over his face so that 

he died – Hazael became king of Syria; Jehoram (Joram), son of Ahab, went to war 

with Hazael, king of Syria, and was sick in Jezereel 

Chapter 9:1–10: Elisha sent a prophet to Ramoth–gilead to anoint Jehu as the new king of Israel 

– and the new king was to smite the house of Ahab thus avenging God’s prophets; 

Ahab’s entire house was to die – including Jezebel 
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Reinforcement: After learning of the many people who obeyed God’s Words, should this 

encourage us? Remembering our Key verse, should we patiently do the will of God (obey His 

Word — the Bible)? Many times the people who obeyed received a reward here on this earth for 

their obedience. Also, notice that in seeking a word from the prophet of the Lord, they displayed 

their faith in God. Remember — just as the people in the Old Testament had to look forward to 

the promise of Jesus coming, we can look back to that promise. We, too, must patiently do the 

will of God. We are to obey Him. 

 

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that God will help us patiently (with 

endurance and constancy) obey God’s Word. Also, ask God to help us to be a witness to others 

even as the little slave girl was to Naaman and his family as she revealed to him the need he had 

for the God of Israel. 

 


