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2 Kings 1-2: Elijah and Elisha 

Lesson 3  

 

Key Verse 

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful 

that promised)  

—Hebrews 10:23 

 

Key Verse Thought: After reading the verse, understand that the word faithful means 

“constant in the performance of duties or services — like a faithful servant.” In this verse, faithful 

also means “as God with his promises.”  

When we understand the faithfulness of God, it helps us as we “hold fast the profession of 

our faith.” That means we have and retain the faith we have of the Gospel message of Jesus (that 

He died to cleanse us from our sins). Moreover, that we do it without “wavering.” Wavering 

means “steady, without giving way.” In this lesson, we will continue looking at the life of Elijah, 

and we will begin to learn about Elisha. Both of these prophets of God held fast, knowing God 

would be faithful. 

Emphasis: Just as Elijah was faithful in doing what God asked of him (no matter how 

difficult we may think it might have been), we, too, are to remain faithful doing what God asks of 

us (no matter how hard it may seem!).   

Lesson Summary: After the people of Israel professed, “The LORD, he is the God; the 

LORD, he is the God” (1 Kings 18:39), there continued to be idol worship in the land. We begin 

today with Ahab’s son, Ahaziah, as king of Israel, seeking the answer to his question from 

Baalzebub, the god of Ekron. When the king was injured (he fell through a lattice), instead of 

inquiring an answer from God, he inquired for a word from a false god. So God sent Elijah with a 

word for the king – words that the king did not receive (for he did not like the message). The king 

sent captains with their fifties to bring Elijah to the king. Two times Elijah called fire down from 

heaven that consumed them. On the third time, because of the captain’s words, he and his men 

lived. Elijah returned with a message for the king himself. The king would die from his injury — 

and he did. 
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We will then look back to the call of Elisha as the servant of Elijah, soon to be the one to 

replace the prophet Elijah (I Kings 19:16). As we remember Elijah’s life, we find he knew he was 

about to leave the earth. Recall the familiar events of Elijah taken alive into heaven by a chariot 

of fire and horses of fire as Elisha stood as a witness. Don’t just recall the familiar events, read 

them again with the intention of learning more about just what really happened. Especially think 

about the faithfulness displayed, as Elisha never left Elijah’s side — even when Elijah told him to 

stay. Notice the reward Elijah, and even Elisha, received for their faithfulness. See what the 50 

men of the sons of the prophets recognized about Elisha.  

 

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 Monday: 2 Kings 1 

 Tuesday: 2 Kings 2   

 Wednesday: Proverbs 1 

 Thursday: Proverbs 2 

 Friday: Proverbs 3    

 Saturday: Proverbs 4  

 

 

2 Kings 1-2: Elijah and Elisha  

  

1. Elijah and his Message for King Ahaziah: 2 Kings 1 

 King Ahaziah is injured 

 Elijah sends a message to King Ahaziah  

 Elijah and the captains with their fifty 

 Elijah delivers a message to King Ahaziah 

2. Elijah Taken; Elisha left: 2 Kings 2:1-18  

 Remembering the call of Elisha: 1 Kings 19:19-21  

 Elijah to leave this earth  

 God takes Elijah  

 Elisha receives a double portion of Elijah’s spirit  

3. Elisha Established as Elijah’s successor: 2 Kings 2:19-25 

 Water’s healed 

 Children mock Elisha 
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Note: In our last lesson, we saw Elijah’s great victory over the prophets of Baal, proving 

to the people that there is only one true God. He then had all of the prophets of Baal killed. Then 

Jezebel sent word that she wanted to kill Elijah, and he ran for his life. While he was greatly 

discouraged thinking he was the only prophet left, God came to him in a still small voice and 

encouraged him. Not only that, but God gave him a new helper, Elisha. We watched as God 

provided for his servant, Elijah, and even saw how God took care of him — working things in his 

life for good. Today we will see the end of Elijah’s ministry and the transition to Elisha as the 

prophet of God. 

Also, remember wicked King Ahab died in battle and his son, Ahaziah, became king of 

Israel. He only reigned two years, but during his reign, he was a wicked king — just like his 

father.  “52. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father, and in 

the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin: 53. 

For he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked to anger the LORD God of Israel, 

according to all that his father had done” (1 Kings 22:52–53). 

  

1. Elijah and his Message for King Ahaziah: 2 Kings 1 

Ahaziah, wicked King Ahab’s son, became king of Israel. As we begin 2 Kings, we learn 

that Ahaziah fell through a lattice in his chamber and was sick (injured). He sent messengers to 

inquire of Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, to see whether he would recover. 

Once again, we see the angel of the Lord appear. If you remember, the last time we read 

about the angel of the Lord was when he gave Elijah food. (Remember when he ran from Queen 

Jezebel, fearful for his life in 1 Kings 19?) The angel of the Lord appeared to Elijah with a word 

for the king’s messenger to take back to the king. He said, “Is it not because there is not a God in 

Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron?” (2 Kings 1:3b). The message 

continued with the words that the king would not recover, but he would die — because he sought 

an answer from a false god instead of the Lord. The messenger returned to the king and delivered 

the message from Elijah. The king wanted to know who this man was. Read the description the 

Bible gives us of His prophet, Elijah. “And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt 

with a girdle of leather about his loins.  And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite” (2 Kings 1:8).  

The king sent a captain with 50 men to Elijah with a message of his own. “… Thou man 

of God, the king hath said, Come down” (2 Kings 1:9b). Elijah’s response? “And Elijah answered 
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and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and 

consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his 

fifty” (2 Kings 1:10). The king sent another captain and his fifty with another message. “… O 

man of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly” (2 Kings 1:11b). Elijah’s response? 

“And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, 

and consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him 

and his fifty” (2 Kings 1:12). We see that the king sends a captain with his fifty a third time. 

However, see the difference in this captain’s actions and the words he spoke to Elijah.   

 

13b.… And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his 

knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I 

pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in 

thy sight. 14. Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the 

two captains of the former fifties with their fifties: therefore let my life now 

be precious in thy sight. (2 Kings 1:13b-14) 

 

When the third captain came with these words and humble attitude, the angel of the Lord 

told Elijah to go with him and not to be afraid.   

When Elijah went to the king, he gave the king the same message as before: because the 

king had not inquired of the Lord, but of the false god, Baalzebub the god of Ekron, the king 

would not get up off his bed but would surely die. What happened? “So he died according to the 

word of the LORD which Elijah had spoken …” (2 Kings 1:17a). 

Jehoram reigned in his stead because Ahaziah had no son. 

 

A Deeper Path: Aside from the fact that King Ahaziah inquired an answer from a false 

god, he asked the wrong question. He asked if he was going to die. He should have asked what he 

needed to do to be well. The question of which we need the answer is not if, or when, we will die 

— we know what the Bible teaches. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die …” (Hebrews 

9:27a). Everyone will die sometime (unless of course Jesus returns first!). Nevertheless, see the 

important part of that same verse: “…but after this the judgment:” The part we should be 

concerned with is if we are “well” (the judgment) — whether we will live forever or spend 
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eternity in hell. This is the question we should have answered in our hearts and lives: where will 

one spend eternity. To spend eternity in heaven is a gift — free; if only we will receive. “For by 

grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).   

Notice that King Ahaziah was probably angry because the message Elijah sent reminded 

him of the God of Israel. Most people to whom you witness will not want to be reminded of God.  

When one is reminded of God, they become aware of the sin in their life apart from God (“For all 

have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23). Does that make it harder for us 

to tell people about Jesus? 

Remember when the apostles were imprisoned by the religious leaders for preaching the 

gospel of Jesus in Acts 5? When the angel opened the prison doors and let them out of prison, he 

told them to “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life” (Acts 

5:20). Peter and the apostles went right to the temple, preaching the gospel of Jesus to the people. 

When confronted by the religious leaders who had thrown them into prison, “Then Peter and the 

other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). That 

should always be our answer. We can see by Elijah’s response that he feared the God of Israel, 

not the king of Israel. 

 

2. Elijah Taken; Elisha Left: 2 Kings 2:1-18  

We know that God told Elijah of Elisha as not only a fellow prophet, but the one who 

would carry on for Elijah after he was gone (“… and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah 

shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room” 1 Kings 19:16b. The words in thy room mean “in lieu 

of, instead of, in place of”). Let us look back for a minute to the call of Elisha. Elijah had just 

been told by God to go find Elisha and anoint him to be a prophet.  

 

19. So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 

plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and 

Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. 20. And he left the 

oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and 

my mother, and then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back 

again: for what have I done to thee? 21. And he returned back from him, 

and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the 
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instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then 

he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him. (1 Kings 19:19-

21) 

 

The Bible tells us that Elijah cast his mantle (garment or robe) upon Elisha, and Elisha 

followed. Notice that Elisha completely did away with his former life (he kissed his father and 

mother, and killed his oxen), ready to walk with God, ministering to Elijah.  

We have followed Elijah as he obeyed God in delivering God’s messages to the kings of 

Israel, and as Elijah heard God in a still small voice. He understood that God had appointed 

Elisha to carry on after he was gone. We now come to an amazing event that takes place in 2 

Kings 2. 

Elijah knew he was about to leave this earth. Do you remember the death of the king of 

Israel? The Bible records, “[s]o he died according to the word of the LORD which Elijah had 

spoken …” (2 Kings 1:17a). But see what happened to God’s prophet, Elijah. We open the next 

chapter with, “[a]nd it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a 

whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal” (2 Kings 2:1). This reminds us of the 

familiar account of Elijah’s translation from this life into heaven. Remember that only one other 

person left this world without dying — Enoch (“And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for 

God took him” Genesis 5:24). Elijah knew God was going to take him. Elisha knew God was 

going to take Elijah. Elijah told Elisha to stay, for God had sent Elijah to go to Bethel. 

Nevertheless, Elisha told Elijah, “… [a]s the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 

thee…” (2 Kings 2:2). Once they made it to Bethel, we find that the sons of the prophets also 

knew that God was going to take Elijah that day (2 Kings 2:3). Elijah told Elisha to stay, for God 

had sent him to Jericho.  Elisha’s responded, “… [a]s the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I 

will not leave thee…” (2 Kings 2:4). So Elisha continued with Elijah to Jericho. When they 

arrived at Jericho, the sons of the prophets also knew that God was going to take Elijah that day 

(2 Kings 2:5). Once again, Elijah told Elisha to stay, for God had sent him to Jordan. Elisha 

responded the same way again, “… [a]s the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 

thee…” (2 Kings 2:6). The two of them went on toward Jordan. However, 50 men of the sons of 

the prophets followed and stood at a distance. 
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Once they reached Jordan, Elijah took his mantle, wrapped it together, and hit the waters. 

They divided so that Elijah and Elisha could cross to the other side on dry ground. Once on the 

other side, Elijah asked Elisha what he could do for him before he was taken away. Elisha asked 

for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit to be upon him. What an amazing thing to ask for. How 

many of us would want twice what Elijah had? Think about what we know of that Elijah had 

endured: rejection, threat upon his life, he had to hide out for 3 years during a drought (with 

ravens bringing him food), always being greeted by the king as “he that troubleth Israel”, or “O 

mine enemy”, always the bearer of bad news to the king, and so many other things (although he 

did raise a woman’s son from the dead!). Nonetheless, Elisha had made a very wise and special 

request. Read Elijah’s response in 2 Kings 2:10: “And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: 

nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall 

not be so.”  

As they continued walking, “…behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, 

and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven” (2 Kings 2:11). 

Elisha saw it “…and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen 

thereof. And he saw him no more …” (2 Kings 2:12). Elijah’s mantle fell, and Elisha took it. He 

want back to the Jordan River and smote the waters (just as Elijah had done), crying, “…Where is 

the LORD God of Elijah? …” (2 Kings 2:14). The waters parted, and Elijah went over to the 

other side. When the sons of the prophets saw him, they said, “…The spirit of Elijah doth rest on 

Elisha …” (2 Kings 2:15). Those same men went to look for Elijah — even though they knew 

God was going to take him that day. Elisha told them not to go, but they went and searched for 

him for three days anyway. They came back because they could not find Elijah. For God had 

taken him. 

 

A Deeper Path: Just as Elisha completely did away with his former life, we must do the 

same when we decide to give our heart and life to Jesus. “22. That ye put off concerning the 

former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23. And be 

renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24. And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 

created in righteousness and true holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24). To find our some of the ways we 

are to be different, read the rest of Ephesians 4. 
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As we know, there were only two men in the Bible that never died: Enoch and Elijah. We 

also know that one day, Jesus will return for all of those who have believed upon Him. “For the 

Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 

the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16). We also know 

that the dead in Christ shall rise first, but those that are still alive will have to be changed — much 

like Enoch and Elijah had to be changed. “51. Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all 

sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 

for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” 

(1 Corinthians 15:51-52). Assuming Christ comes again soon, that means that some of us may not 

taste death, but we will be changed! (Just like Enoch and Elijah!) 

 

3. Elisha Established as Elijah’s Successor: 2 Kings 2:19-25 

After the horses and chariot of fire took Elijah into heaven, the 50 men of the sons of the 

prophets wanted to go look for him, and they searched for three days, but found him not. Elisha, 

meanwhile, had waited in the city of Jericho (because he knew they would never find Elijah). 

When the men returned, they made a need known to God’s prophet, Elisha. In the city, “…the 

water is naught, and the ground barren” (2 Kings 2:19b). Naught means “bad, of inferior quality” 

and barren means “miscarry; bereave of children.” By the definition of these words, it appears 

that children were not being born to the people in this town because of the water. Elisha told them 

to bring him a new cruse with salt in it. He poured the salt into the water, and said, “…Thus saith 

the LORD, I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren 

land” (2 Kings 2:21b). 

“So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he 

spake” (2 Kings 2:22).  

Elisha left Jericho and went toward the city of Bethel. We read that “little children” came 

out of the city. That word children means “boy; girl; young men; from the age of infancy to 

adolescence.” These young people came out of the city and mocked the prophet Elisha. They 

said, “Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head” (2 Kings 2:23b). The words go up are the 

same in Hebrew as went up (remember 2 Kings 2:11 – when Elijah “went up” by a whirlwind 

into heaven). Both of them mean “to be led up; ascend; to cause to go up.” It appears the people 

in Bethel had already heard what had happened to Elijah. When the children greeted Elisha, 
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God’s prophet, they said a lot. In their mocking, they were saying for Elisha to do the same thing 

that Elijah had done — for he had gone into heaven by a whirlwind and chariot of fire. Read what 

Elisha did. “24. And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed them in the name of the 

LORD. And there came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of 

them. 25. And he went from thence to mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria” (2 

Kings 2:24-25).  

And that was the end of the young people who mocked the prophet of the Lord. 

 

A Deeper Path: We just read the account of the young people mocking the prophet of the 

Lord, even though Elijah and Elisha had very recently visited that city (Bethel). If you remember, 

Elijah and Elisha were traveling. They stopped in Bethel and then Jericho before going to the 

Jordan River where God took Elijah to heaven in the chariot of fire. When they stopped at each of 

those cities, the people greeted them with the words “Knowest thou that the LORD will take away 

thy master from thy head to day?” (2 Kings 2:5). The people knew these men were prophets of 

the Lord, yet the children of the city of Bethel mocked Elisha, the prophet of the Lord. Read the 

following verses to help us understand the importance of respecting the people God has placed in 

authority over us — those who teach us the Word of God, but especially those who have lived 

those truths out in their lives.  

“Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of 

God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation” (Hebrews 13:7). Most likely, 

this is talking about those who faithfully taught about Jesus and lived their lives, to the end, 

faithfully. We are to be encouraged by their faithful lives. 

“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 

souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is 

unprofitable for you” (Hebrews 13:17). This is speaking of those that faithfully teach today. 

Notice that we are to help them do it with joy. We should not give them a hard time, making it 

difficult for them to teach us. We are not to cause them grief. We can only do that if we give them 

the respect they deserve. We do not expect them to call she bears out of the woods to devour 

those who give them trouble, but we should never make them feel like they want to either!     

 

 



Y2Q1 – Lesson 3 © The Biblical Path of Life 10 

2 Kings 1-2 at a Glance: 

Chapter 1:  Ahaziah, king of Israel, fell through a lattice and sent messengers to Baalzebub to 

enquire if he would recover; Elijah met the messenger and said Ahaziah would die for 

enquiring of a false God; the king sent a captain & his 50 to Elijah, & Elijah said “If I be 

a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty” 

and they were consumed; this happened again; the third time, the captain fell upon his 

knees before Elijah, begging for his life; an angel of the Lord told Elijah to go with him 

to the king; Elijah delivered his message, Ahaziah died, and his son Jehoram reigned    

Chapter 2: Elijah & Elisha were walking and God took Elijah by a chariot of fire into heaven; 

Elijah’s mantle fell & Elisha took it up — he received a double portion of Elijah’s spirit 

as he requested; men looked for Elijah — never finding him; Elisha healed the waters; 

children mock Elisha & he calls she bears that tore 42 of them 

 

Reinforcement: So much should be learned from today’s lesson. King Ahaziah asked the 

wrong question, and from a false god. Elijah pointed out King Ahaziah’s error. It was the king’s 

choice to correct his error (his sin) or disregard the sin in his life. We must do the same thing. 

Each person must look into their own heart and life and ask the question — will I live forever in 

heaven (because I asked Jesus to forgive my sins, making me well) or spend eternity in hell (for 

refusing the gift of salvation).That is the question each person should have answered in their 

hearts and lives. We should then ask our family and friends as well: where will they spend 

eternity. 

Elijah is an excellent example of faithfulness in his obedience to God — even when it 

seemed difficult. Elisha is a great picture of a faithful servant, never leaving Elijah. Remember 

that he cut all ties to his old way of life, leaving it behind to follow in Elijah’s steps, preparing to 

fill the void after the horses and chariot of fire took Elijah into heaven. Remember we are to do 

the same thing with our life before Christ — cut all ties and never look back.  

Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer, reinforcing today’s lesson. Always 

include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will be as faithful as Elijah was in 

serving God. Help us to forget our old life (as Elisha did) to live a Christian life pleasing to God. 


