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1 Kings 12–15: Rehoboam, Jeroboam, and the Divided Kingdom 

Lesson 1  

 

Key Verse 

And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them,  

Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation … 

—Matthew 12:25a 
 

Key Verse Thought: Have you ever heard the phrase “there is strength in numbers?” 

Think of the following instances to help in the understanding of this concept: Work is completed 

faster with more workers; a choir has a stronger voice with more choir members singing; the 

more papers you have stacked together, the harder it is to tear them in two; it is harder to break a 

bundle of sticks bound together than just one stick, etc. What happens when more than one person 

tries to explain rules to a game (especially if they list different rules)? Unless everyone agrees, or 

works together, it is almost impossible to play the game or even to accomplish a task. Also 

remember the following: “And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a 

threefold cord is not quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12). In this lesson we will see what 

happened that caused the nation of Israel to become divided.  In our key verse for this lesson, the 

word desolation means “be laid waste; be made desolate (deprived of inhabitants; neglected; 

destroyed).”  

Emphasis: We must learn from history. Israel rejected God and chose idol worship 

bringing division and destruction to the nation. The same division and destruction will occur in 

our lives if we reject God. 

Lesson Summary: Now that we have completed the Personal Books (mostly written by 

David and Solomon), we will continue with the History Books. If you remember, the people 

rejected God as their king and wanted a man like all of the other nations to rule over them. God 

gave the people a man to become their king, just like they wanted. We learned about the first 

three kings: Saul, David, and Solomon. Saul disobeyed God, and the kingdom was removed from 

him and his family. David was known as a man after God’s own heart, and God promised him 

the kingdom would never be removed from his family. Solomon, David’s son, became the next 

king, but he ended up allowing his heart to be turned from God to idols. God promised to divide 

the kingdom because of this great sin, but because of God’s promise to David, two tribes would 

be left to his family.   
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In this lesson, we will learn that Rehoboam, Solomon’s only son, was a very foolish king. 

God left two tribes for him to rule. They became known as Judah (also known as the Southern 

Kingdom). God gave the other ten tribes to Jeroboam, and they became known as Israel (the 

Northern Kingdom). When Jeroboam became king over the Northern Kingdom, Israel, he did not 

allow the people return to Jerusalem to worship God. He was afraid that he would lose his 

kingdom, and the divided kingdom would reunite as one. So he set up two places of worship, 

Dan and Bethel, with golden calves in each city for the people to worship. When Jeroboam was 

warned by a prophet of God while offering at the altar, Jeroboam rejected his words. King 

Jeroboam’s hand was withered and then restored. Later, when confronted with his wickedness, 

he rejected God’s prophet, and God rejected Jeroboam telling him the kingdom would be 

removed from him and his family. And it came to pass – just as God said.  

Israel and Judah warred against each other continually. 

After this lesson, we will primarily continue our study with the Northern Kingdom 

(Israel). Afterward we will learn of the Southern Kingdom (Judah). To help keep the kings 

straight and find out a verse listed where they became king, refer often to the chart “The Kings 

and their Prophets” found in the front of your book.   

  

Suggested Bible Reading to Prepare for This Lesson 

 Monday: 1 Kings 12   

 Tuesday: 1 Kings 13   

 Wednesday: 1 Kings 14    

 Thursday: 1 Kings 15   

 Friday: Proverbs 11 

  Saturday: Proverbs 19  

 

1 Kings 12–15: Rehoboam, Jeroboam, and the Divided Kingdom 

1. The Kingdom Divides 

 1 Kings 12:1–19 

2. Rehoboam – King of Judah 

 1 Kings 12:20b–24 

3. Jeroboam – King of Israel 

 1 Kings 12:20a, 25–33  
 1 Kings 13 – 14:20  

4. War Between Israel and Judah 

 1 Kings 15:6–7 
 1 Kings 15:16  
 1 Kings 15:32   
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Note: Remember the Personal Books we completed in previous lessons, mostly written by 

King David and King Solomon. As you remember, think back to the many “words of wisdom” 

recorded by King Solomon — many of which he directed toward his only son, Rehoboam.   

Take a few minutes to review Israel’s first king, Saul (whose kingdom was removed for 

disobedience), the second king, David (a man after God’s own heart), and the third king, Solomon 

(the wisest man whose apostasy caused his heart to be turned from God). In this lesson, we will 

find out what happened to a king who rejected God’s prophet. We will also see what happened to 

a nation who refused to walk with God.  

 

1. The Kingdom Divides  

Israel ruled more land during King David’s reign, and Israel contained more wealth during 

King Solomon’s reign that at any time in history – ever. Today we will pick up where we left off 

in our study of the Historical Books with the death of King Solomon and the appointment of 

Rehoboam, his son, as the new king of Israel (see 1 Kings 11:43). 

Rehoboam went to Shechem. All of Israel gathered there to make him king (1 Kings 

12:1). It is here that we must remember what God had told King Solomon before he died:  

because he had allowed his heart to be turned from God to idols, God would rend the kingdom 

away from his son – all but two tribes. His son would only be allowed to rule two tribes because 

of the promise God had made to David. “13b. … I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for 

ever. 15. But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away 

before thee. 16. And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy 

throne shall be established for ever” (2 Samuel 7:13b, 15–16). Even before King Solomon died, 

he knew and understood that his son would only be allowed to rule over two tribes. God had 

already chosen Jeroboam to rule the other ten tribes (see 1 Kings 11:29–37). 

When the people came together to make Rehoboam king, Jeroboam and all of Israel came 

and spoke to Rehoboam. They wanted Rehoboam to lighten the burden that King Solomon had 

placed upon the people. If he would lighten that burden, the people would serve him. Rehoboam 

sought counsel; first from the old men who had advised King Solomon, and then with the young 

men he had grown up with — his friends. The old men’s counsel was to lighten the burden upon 

the people. The young men’s advice was to make the people’s burden much heavier. Read 1 

Kings 12:3–19 for the complete events. Especially take not of 1 Kings 12:19: “Wherefore the 
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king hearkened not unto the people; for the cause was from the LORD, that he might perform his 

saying….” From that verse, we understand this was God’s plan — the people would revolt 

against Rehoboam, but we can also understand that is was because of the foolishness of 

Rehoboam’s decision. “So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day” (1 Kings 

12:19).  

It was at this time in history that the kingdom divided becoming two separate kingdoms 

— the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (Judah). Rehoboam ruled over the 

Southern Kingdom, Judah (containing only two tribes) because that was the tribe from which 

Rehoboam, Solomon, and David came. Jeroboam ruled over the Northern Kingdom, Israel, which 

were the remaining ten tribes. 

In the New Testament Jesus tells us, “And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that 

kingdom cannot stand” (Mark 3:24). 

 

A Deeper Path: After learning of King Rehoboam, we can see that one of the foolish 

things he did that cost him the majority of his kingdom was taking the wrong counsel. He chose 

the counsel of his friends instead of the counsel from the older, wiser men who had counseled his 

father. Read some of the words his father had written before Rehoboam even became king — 

words Rehoboam had probably read, or at the very least, had heard:  

 
 “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is 

safety” (Proverbs 11:14). Do you think Rehoboam would have lost most of his 

kingdom if he had taken the older men and the people’s counsel?  

 “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is 

wise” (Proverbs 12:15).  

 “Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in thy latter end” 

(Proverbs 19:20).  

 Do you remember what we learned in Psalm 1:1a? “Blessed is the man that walketh 

not in the counsel of the ungodly …”  

 
2. Rehoboam — King of Judah   

We just learned, “so Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day” (1 Kings 

12:19). We see who remained with King Rehoboam — the house of Judah and the tribe of 
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Benjamin (see 1 Kings 12:21). These are the only two tribes that made up the nation called Judah, 

and often in Scripture we see these referred to as only one tribe (see 1 Kings 11:13, 32, 36). 

Rehoboam immediately called men together to fight against Israel to unite the kingdom once 

again (see 1 Kings 12:21), but God sent word through His man, Shemaiah, to not go up against 

Israel. The people listened to the words of the Lord and returned home (see 1 Kings 12:22-24).  

We continue learning about King Rehoboam in 1 Kings 14:21-31. King Rehoboam began 

to reign when he was 41 years old, and he reigned 17 years in Jerusalem “… the city which the 

LORD did choose out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there …” (1 Kings 14:21). And 

Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord. They continued worshiping idols and “… they did 

according to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD cast out before the children of 

Israel” (1 Kings 14:24b). In the fifth year of King Rehoboam’s reign, Shishak, king of Egypt, 

came up against Jerusalem and stole the treasures of the king’s house and all of the shields of 

gold that King Solomon had made. Another interesting thing to note: “And there was war 

between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days” (1 Kings 14:30). King Rehoboam died, and his 

son, Abijam, reigned in his stead. Abijam ruled Judah for three years. The next king was 

Abijam’s son, Asa (see 1 Kings 15:8). 

 

A Deeper Path: See the fool Rehoboam became in disregarding his father’s teachings. 

Remember that we learned that much of the Proverbs was written from a father (King Solomon) 

as instruction to his son (Rehoboam). “7. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: 

but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 8. My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and 

forsake not the law of thy mother: 9. For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and 

chains about thy neck” (Proverbs 1:7-9). 

 

3. Jeroboam — King of Israel    

As Jeroboam set about to establish his kingdom, he first built himself a place in Shechem. 

He then began to be afraid that the people would return to Jerusalem to worship, and he would 

lose his kingdom. Read what he did in 1 Kings 12:25-33. Notice the apostasy he led the people 

into by establishing two places of worship, keeping the people from returning to the place God 

wanted His people to worship (Jerusalem). Not only that, but he made golden calves placing one 

in Bethel and one in Dan. He then told the people “…behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought 
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thee up out of the land of Egypt” (1 Kings 12:28b). If you remember, these were the same words 

Aaron said when he made the golden calf in the wilderness (see Exodus 32:4b). Jeroboam then 

proceeded to appoint false priests (of the lowest people — not the people God set apart as his 

priests), ordained a feast, sacrificed unto the calves, offered upon the altar and burned incense. He 

established a “religion” that had all of the same worship practices (and then some) as the true 

worship of the one and only true God. If we look at our world today, many “religions” have all of 

the same worship practices (and then some), yet are not truly worship of the one and only true 

God. We can read what God thought of this supplemental “worship” as we read “And this thing 

became a sin …” (1 Kings 12:30a).  

God sent a prophet to Jeroboam as he stood burning incense by the altar he built. He cried 

out against what Jeroboam was doing. However, when Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of 

God, he put forth his hand telling the men to take hold of the prophet. When he did this, his hand 

dried up (withered) and he could not pull it to himself. The altar rent, and the ashes poured out 

(just as God had said through His prophet). King Jeroboam asked the prophet to intreat (means 

“to beseech”) God on his behalf and pray for him that his hand would be restored. When the 

prophet prayed, the king’s hand was restored (see 1 Kings 13:1-6).  

Read 1 Kings 13:7-32 to find out what happened to this prophet of God when he 

disobeyed the words with which God had instructed him. 

Even with the words of the prophet of God and the immediate withering of King 

Jeroboam’s hand, King Jeroboam did not return from the evil that he had done against God (1 

Kings 13:33). Instead, we read that he continued in the same path, disobeying God. “At that time 

Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick” (1 Kings 14:1). When His son fell sick, he had his wife 

disguise herself, and he sent her to the prophet of God, Ahijah. God told the prophet that King 

Jeroboam’s wife, pretending to be another, was coming to see him about her sick son. Read what 

God’s prophet had to say to King Jeroboam’s wife in 1 Kings 14:6-16. Her son would die as soon 

as she reentered the city because of the sins of King Jeroboam in that he did not obey God as 

King David had. Not only that, but God was going to cut off the house of Jeroboam from reigning 

over Israel. The king’s wife returned. When she reentered the city, her son died — just as God 

said. We then read that Jeroboam died and his son Nadab reigned in his stead. Jeroboam had 

reigned for 22 years (I Kings 14:17-20). Nadab reigned over Israel for two years (1 Kings 15:25). 

He did evil in the sight of the Lord and made Israel to sin. Baasha conspired against him, killed 
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him, and reigned in his stead (1 Kings 15:27-28). He killed the entire house of Jeroboam (just as 

God had told Jeroboam’s wife through the prophet, Ahijah). Do you remember why? “Because of 

the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and which he made Israel sin, by his provocation 

wherewith he provoked the LORD God of Israel to anger.” (1 Kings 15:30).  

 

4. War Between Israel and Judah  

We have already read of times that there was war between the houses of the kings of Israel 

and Judah:  See the following verses:   

 “And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days” (1 Kings 14:30). 

 “… And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam” (1 Kings 15:7). 

 “And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days” (1 Kings 

15:16). 

In 1 Kings 15:17 we find that Baasha, king of Israel, went up against Judah. He wanted to 

build up the city of Ramah (technically in Judah’s territory). Asa, king of Judah, took all of the 

treasures of the king’s house and the treasures of the house of the Lord to Damascus (in Syria). 

He asked for help to keep King Baasha out of his land. Benhadad, king of Syria, helped king Asa, 

King of Judah, when Baasha, King of Israel, came up against them. With Benhadad’s help, King 

Baasha was driven from the city of Ramah. This ended his building process. Nevertheless, we 

read again “And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days” (1 Kings 

15:32).  

Once the kingdom divided, they were never reunited as one kingdom again. 

 

1 Kings 12-15 at a Glance: 

Chapter 12: Rehoboam becomes king, disregards older men’s advice, receives younger men’s 

advice, & 10 tribes revolt; Jeroboam reigns over 10 tribes in the north placing golden 

calves in Dan & Bethel for people to worship — keeping them from returning to 

Jerusalem  

Chapter 13: Jeroboam’s hand dried up then restored after receiving a warning from a prophet 

from Judah; that prophet died on his way back to Judah, for a lion killed him and left 

his carcass; he was buried   
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Chapter 14: Jeroboam told his wife to disguise herself & go see the prophet because their son was 

sick; prophet said kingdom would be rent from Jeroboam because of wickedness; 

Jeroboam reigned 22 years & died; Judah’s wickedness revealed – Rehoboam reigned 

17 years; Shishak, king of Egypt, stole the treasures of the house of the Lord & the 

king’s house   

Chapter 15:  Abijam became king of Judah in Jeroboam’s 18th year as king (vs.6: And there was 

war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life). Asa became king of 

Judah in Jeroboam’s 20th year as king.  Nadab became king of Israel after Jeroboam; 

Baasha became king of Israel after Nadab (vs. 32: And there was war between Asa 

and Baasha king of Israel all their days).  
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Reinforcement: We read today of things that happen when man disobeys God, 

allowing other things to become more important in one’s life than God should be. As we 

study these kings and watch as each king chooses to worship idols rather than God, we 

can learn that it not only affected them, but the entire nation. That was the basis for the 

divided kingdom. We will continue to see as each king that rejected God, choosing idols, 

had the kingdom removed.   

God knew His people would choose idol worship. Remember what we have 

learned: “16. And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; 

and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, 

whither they go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I 

have made with them. 17. Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I 

will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured, and 

many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that they will say in that day, Are not these 

evils come upon us, because our God is not among us?” (Deuteronomy 31:16-17). 

However, God made provision for that (and we will learn more of this in the weeks to 

come). “6. Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 

7. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him 

return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7). 

What can we learn from history? The most important thing we can do to keep our 

homes and lives from dividing and becoming desolate, is to keep God as most important 

in our lives. We should never share the preeminence of our heart and life with anything 

equal to or above God.   

Read the following two verses to help us remember whom we are to please, and 

where the focus of our hearts and lives should be placed: 

 “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 

pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10). 

 “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 

3:2). 

It is each individual person’s choice. 
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Closing: It would be good to close with a short prayer reinforcing today’s lesson. 

Always include any prayer requests you may have. Today, pray that we will remember to 

keep God first in our hearts and lives, remembering that our choices affect others.   

 


